Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



li 



i^rKjW A^-iZd/v tT&ywd 











/^cy'r^^-.y^^* /?--> >*^ 





'^j^i-^^* '/c^A 





y^^/"^^^^ -^^^^ 



/ 1 -N . "i 



V... 



'^ ; ■■4si.\-'A ■■ ■:^!,\v\.v.* 



LN 



/ 



^ :k.«j 



NEW MANUAL 



OF 



DEVOTIONS^ 



* - « 



IN THREE PARTS. 



PART I. 

eONTAIMING PRAYERS FOR FAMILIES AND PRIVATE PBR80N». 

PART n. ' 

(COXTAINIVG OFFICES. 1. OF HUMILIATION. 2. FOR THE SICK. 

3, FOR WOMEN WITH CHILD. 

PART III. 

CONSISTING PF AN OFFICE FOR THE HOLY COMMUNION. 



To which are fidded, 

SOME OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 



A NEW EDITION, CORRECTED^ 



mmmmmmmmBmBitBB^aamsmtBt 



LONDON: ^ 

#AINTBD FOR TERNOR, HOOD, AND SHARPS ; J. RICHARDSON ; 
J. FAULDBR; J. NUNN ; R. LEA; B. JEF/KRY ; NEWMAN AND 
CO.; LACKINGTON, ALLEN, ANI> CO.; BLACK, PARKY, AND 
XlliGSBVRY ; SHBRWOOD AND CO.; J.A6P£RN«> J. WALKER ; 

«■ ■ ■ II— — up* 

18X0. 






■j 'r 



« « ' I * • 



159633 



ii ■ ■• 



r. Wilton, Printer, St. Jolin's Sfoarey^ndon. 



PREFACE. 

THE glory: of God, and the good ot* 
souls, have been, the only inducement 
for publishing the following Devotions ; 
It is hoped they will in some measure, an- 
swer those ends, and assist the good Christ 
tian in the discharge of the great and im- 
portant duty of prayer. 

In the devotions for private persons, 
there are morning and evening prayers, for 
every day of the week, to which are added 
prayers for any intermediate time of tlie 
day. This was done without .any intention 
of prescribing to any one ; and was chiefly 
designed as a means to furnish the devout 
Christian with variety of proper j^titions 
and expressions, wherein to lay open his 
wants before God ; and that, by making 
use of the prayers iu such a method as the 
whole may be gone over in a short space of 
time, he might be instructed in, and re- 
minded of several important duties of a 
Christian life. But, after all, every one is 
left to his o\vn discretion, to choose, add, 
omit, or alter, as he shall see fit : Because, 
as the judgments and opinions of mankinrl 
are very different ; so it can never be ex- 
pected that the same method or form of 
Prayer shall suit all persons ; or even the 
same persons at all times. 

In the present composure, no small pain^ 
have been taken^ to make the whole as ^c- 
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IV PREFACE. 

nerally useful as can be well es^pected in a 
work of this nature ; but as the best per- 
formances liave imperfections, so this, to be 
sure, is not without them. However, it is 
hoped, there are none so great, but what a 
Christian may overlook, for the sake of 
that good which is intended by it. 

It IS not pretended, that the foUdM^ing 
prayers are all entirely new. . Tliere will be 
found among them several collections from 
other books; but thojse being such only as 
have been thought excellent in their kind, * 
it was believed the wiiole would not be less 
acceptable for that reason. And here par- 
ticular acknowledgments ought to be made 
to the wise and pious author of The great 
Duty of frequenting the Christian ^acri/ice ; 
from whence, with his leave, some prayers 
in the Office of Humiliation and for the 
Communion, have been collected. 

May God, of his ffreat mercy, make these 
devotions serviceable to the ends for which 
they are designed : And may bis good spi- 
rit accompany the use of them, and enkm- 
dle in all our hearts such a pure and holy 
flame as mlay never be extinguished by any 
lusts or passions ; but berng continually 
cherished and kept alive by ardent and de- 
vout prayers here; 'it may hereafter break 
forth in praise and hallelujahs to God and 
to the Lanifb for ever and ever. Jmen. 
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INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE 



COHCERHIMG 



PRAYER. 



THE reasptiablene^ as well ai aeceirity of frequent 
Pi;ayer, is a truth so well established among Chris- 
tians, that if is ImrtI to account how a duty attended 
with so mauy advantages should be so neglected as 
it is : Ode wdula be apt to think, that some men, who 
profess .to "believe that " G^od is, arid that he is a re* 
warder of Ui'eni that diligently seek him," are not in 
earnest, since Ifa^ are so negligent in paying him that 
duty of libiiiage'aiin adoration, which even nature ilself, 
w^hout tfie belj) of Tevelatioi), would leach tfaein to be 
due from a.creaSlire'^ljis Creator. 
' It is indet(l''a'^^an<;tio|y reflection, to think with what 
passionate eagtrness meif purstie their several interests in 
this world, Mtien ihky know " that the fashion of thi| 
world paiisetli awa^, aud that all their atlainmeiils must 
in a sliort time have an end) and how cold aud heaAles» 
they are in prcis'ecuting that happiness which is to last to 
all eternity. No paips, no sol^alioDS are thought too 
much ibr the one ; but little, very little, is thought 
enoii^I) (pr,(he olbei: But if he will attend to the rea- 
son arid '^ature of things, and to the voice of Jesus 
Christ in'lhe gospel, who came down from heaven to 
coiiiiuct us in the way that leads thither, we shall soon 
alter our sentiineiits and opinioKS. 

I (to nut say this is tlie practice of all people: God 

l)e praised, tlie're are many who make religion the chief 

bnstnt-ss of their .^fjt ,wItosc ilevolio^a Vt^ %^ cq'cuX^cX 
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12 A Discourse 

and regular as the rising and setting of the sun ; and 
who, not content with offering up a daily morning and 
evening sacrifice of prayer juid praise to God, do (as 
Daniel did) pray three times a-day ; and besides are 
continually sending up pious ejaculations to heaven ; so 
that in the< strictest sense of the Apostle's meauiog, they 
may be said '^ to pray without ceasing.*' 

But> alas! how. many are there, whose lives are the 
very reverse of all this; who seem to live without God 
in the world, and to own no dependence on his provi- 
dence, nor to hav;e any regard to a future life; who sel- 
dom retire into their closets, unless to form projects and 
designs of worldly advantage, or to see how their ac- 
counts stand in respect to the aifairs of this life ! How 
many families are there, where the very form and ap- 
pearance of religion is almost lostT where children and 
servants, instead of being called to daily prayers in the 
family, have hardly the example set them ^of retiring in 
private. 

What methods those ttiat profess to be Christisuis take 
to satisfy themselves, in a constant neglect of so pfain 
and necessary a duty, as that of private and family 

Krayer, I know not, but siire they have little thought 
ow they will be able to answer it at the last daY> when 
they shall appear before the Judgment-seat of Christ; 
there to give an account how they have observed the 
precepts of Christianity, of which they cannot but know 
this is one, " That men ought always to pray *," Or, 
as it is in another place, " that men pray every where, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting f*" 

In . order, therefore, to convince such men of the 
great importance of prating frequently to God,^ and how 
inexcusable they are if they neglect so to do, I desire? 
they would go along wi^h me in the following reiQec^ 
tions. 

Consider that prayer is a duty enjoined us purely for 
our own sakes ; a duty that is neither expensive of our 
time, nor of our estates ; no depth of learning, no subtilty 
of parts, is required to the practice of it ; it is what the 
loeauest, as well as the highest may perform ; it is suited 
iLo all persons and all conditions ; the miserable and al^ 

*Lakexviiil. tTim.ii.8. 



fltcted, the prosperous andiA|pt)j, the poor 'and th« 
ricbi the }'Oung; and old may ail pray to (>od : No cir- 
camstance of life can uicaptocHate u» for this- doty : it 
obliges all, for all are the creatttr^ of GK>d, and depend 
upon hiiin'for all the comforts and convenienees of life; 
^ In him i¥e live, we move^ and have our being f and 
therefore (as the Psalmist advises^ ** we should worship^ 
and fall down, and kneel down before the Lord out 
Maker ;" and what engages ns the more so to do, is, that 
God hath l>een graciously pleased' to invite us to Uiii 
cbty by the most endearing promisees, and aiihexed inva* 
luable blessings to the due performance of it. 'He hatb 
declared himself to be a *' God hearing prayer;^ «nd 
has promised that *' He will give his Holy Spirit to 
theni that ask it." Our Saviour has assured us, '' that 
if we pray to our Father which is in secret, our Father 
which seeth in secret will reward us openly"^;" and 
that <' whatsoever we ask of the Father in his name, he 
will give it usf*'' ** If any of you," says St. James^ 
** lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbiaideth not, and it shall be given 
himt." 

Nay, so far has God been plea^d to condescend itt 
this matter, as to appeal eveA to men themselves for the 
truth of it. << What man is there of you," says out 
Saviour, *' wh6m if his son ask l>read, will be give him 
a stone ? Or if he ask a fish, will he give hinii a sepent } 
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifis unl^ 
your children, how much more shall your Father whidi 
is in heaven give good things to theni that ask him^f^ 
As if he shouki have said, * Was ever any earthly parent 

deaf to the wants and cries of his children ; and if 
^ they asked for food, did he deride their necessities, by 
' givmg them what it was impossible they should eat] If 
*■ ye \}axxk that are evil, that is, niggardly and covetous, 

* know not how to resist the force of natural affections, 

* how much rather onght ye to think, that your Father 
' which is in heaven^ who sees, and knows^ and pities 

* all your wants; he that is goodness itself, who delights 
*iu communkating the effects of that goodness^ and 

* Matt. V. 6* t Johnxvi. 2S. % 3«&v«&\%!k 
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«^ whose loW'exci!eeda.tbe kindp^ of the iiHMli: tender 
f fNtrent, )ioh tniidt ratjber, I aaj, o^gbt.jie to.Ahiiiic» 
1 that such a. father wift In^tf^y ta^tiear the prayers «f 
^ bk^ohildreu that call. upoja. bin i Uiii icefitaio.i and joa 
«iBay be att9Wffed».tfiiit be MiiU,.b^ar.then]» *"(wi gj^^e 
* good gift^io tbem-tbat^ ^Vin/^^ -Bui be.-iiA^.nwfe 
our Asking of 'ihew oqe cMdMipQ of oiHr.neiceivi^gilb^iO 
frombiui. ..!.;.: t 

,.. Aod pow, what higher ;inotiv«8 can<w«'yvjab:fot,:tjoici8» 
cit9 our.performaocQ of ^avy .duty^ Iban weiban^C! for 
tbial Wbat can we dtfire mor^ ito eacourage aiir ailt 
dnessei to. God by Prayer, Iban i(o be awured, That 
be yvilliie^tr Ms I He who is th^ 'Lord of beaye»..aiid 
eaitb» |«4io4egoodpe68.asM^l ay powjer:i» infinite^ and 
who is si$ willing as he iQftble Ao relieve our wanU I. O 
4h(e. imighty power .^f ))nvyer! . .who; wpuld ever, be a 
rtrang^r to it I Who, . Ihafe cQuusitiered the ei(ceUeiK»j^ of 
fwrayer, and ^bat ^n iDstrutiieQt it is. to^ our. bappinett 
bo|b btx» aod hereafter, would? either ipegleot it» or be 
MiUiMs or careless in the perfonuan^ of it 1 It is the 
Mgiiest privilege we are capable of iu this life ; by. this 
we converse with God, and have an intercourse with 
jJKeaveo. . Prayer is a, ii^v^-!<^sing spring of comfbrt, 
wbeue we ^re invited .to l^te freely> and from wbedce 
prioceeds svich pleasant streams i?^ WiU. refresh the soul in 
alt the troubles and calalDii|ies of life. . . "Is any among 
you afflicted ]>' says St. James, « Jet him pray ^/' (This 
W9fi the constant practice of the I^almist, and from bis 
jOwn e^peri^npe b<$ .has taught ua what rnighty advan^ 
t^ges attend it f' When .1 am in trouble/' says he f, 
^fj will call upoa thee, O Lord, for thoU beacest me." 
4ud bi ranoth^i' place I, " I sought 4he Lord, and he 
beard me, and' delivered me^. iff om .all .my fears. In my 
^'stre$9 I called i^popctbe Lord, and iccied upto my God; 
jbff.beard my voice out of h^Si temple,, and my cry came 
jbf^fore binv^ even into liis.eari.'^ Jindeed, : there is no- 
4bjbg.in the ,world iseems 9o preValeinwitli-God, as the 
ifi^^nt pray^.Qf:a.righteousma|i:. We are told by St. 
JJEfipues, th^t it gvaileib much, when offert-d up in behalf 
lQ^,:Qther8.;..an|d to.fb^ .sure it. is.of uo les»iforce, .when 
our own wants are the subject of it. 

.- i . ^ . ... ■■ * 

* James v. 13, .. f Psahsxxxivw 4< X Ibicl. xviii. 6. 
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Not that we are to conclude firom hence iliat all. tb^ 
prayers, even of a righteous man^ shall imniediately he 
answered by God : No» thfere be many wise reasonf 
why God may see fit tq deny what we ask, or at lea^ 
derer the gvantiag pf it ; as» for the trial of ciur fiutliy 
or for the exercise of some virtue iQ...us, 91* because we 
are not yet fit for the blessings we desire, or that we ask 
for what he sees would be hurtful to us, 6r the like. 
And therefore we must not understand the promises which 
are maf|e to prayer in an absolute but limited sense; 
that is, that when we and our prayers have those quail- 
ficationf which are necessary to make th^m acceptable to 
God, be. will^ive us what we ask. for, if he sees fit.fc^ 
us; I say fit for us; because we aiay (and doubtless 
from a fondness for the things, of this life, .or through 
ignorance too often do) ask for such things as it may be 
great mercy in God to deny us. " ■ 

In order, therefore, that our prayers may be accept- 
able to Grpd, three things are to be considered, 1st, 
The qualificatioQB of the person praying. 2dly, The 
matter of o^r prayers. And 3dly, The manner of 
them- 

First, The:quc(lificaiions of the person praying. 

1. He that would pray, so. as to be heard of Goi), 
** must lift up holy hands and a pure heart." He niu^t 
not bring, with him any unrepei^ed sins; but as God 
speaks by the prophet Isaiah, upon the like occasioq, 
*< He must put away the evil of his doius^s, — He must 
cea^ to do evil, and learn to do well *J! " Or,'' as 
St* Peter advises, " Let him eschew evil, aud do good ;" 
for ad it follows ii^ the next verse, " The eyes of, tlie 
Lord ai[« over the righteous, and his ears are ppen untp 
their prayers: But the face of the Lord is agaiiist them 
that jdo evil ■f.*' And to the same purpose, says Solq- 
luOii, ".rChe sacrifice, of the wicked is an abqrainatiop 
to the Lord r but the prayer of the upright is his de- 
4ight |." '* If I ' iucliu^ unto wickedness in my heart/' 
says holy David, " the Lord -will not hear me §.", In- 
deed, there is nothing mpre evident frojii tlft: whole 
scope .of the Scripturevthau that God hearethnpt. wilful 

* Isa. i. 16, 17. 1 1 Pet. lii. 11, 12. iPtON.XN. V,' 
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aotl impenitent sinners; " but ff any nian*be a woraTii|v 
per of God, and doth hiswitl, hini lie heareth*;'' as 
the blind man, that was restored to siglit by oar Sa- 
viour, told the Pharisees. In short, sm is the most 
lifateful thing in the sight ofOod; and therefore tiiPa 
man is come to a sense of his past offences, and is not 
only sorry for having offended Gt)d, but rcsofved ■ by 
his gpdce to aimend for the fiitnre, he can never be awi 
to be in a fit disposition to pray ; but as this is the lowest 
conception we can have of the -qualification I am speak- 
ing of, a man must not stop here ; he must put those 
good resolutions in practice, having always in view this 
consideration, " Thiat- the greater attainments Any one 
" makes in a holy hie, the more acceptable - will ■ fals 
•' prayers be in the sight of God/' 

2. A second qualification respecting the person play- 
ing, is chanty or love ; and this is so necessary, that 
though we should pray *' with the tongues of men and 
angels," and have not this qualification-,- it would blito 
no purpose ; our prayers would be ** like sounding brass 
or a tinkling cymbal," empty aiid insignificant sounds. 
There is nothing so contrary to the nature of God, 
pothing so wide of the true spirit of a Christian, as 'bit- 
tei-riess tfnd wrath, malice and envy: and tlierefore 
it is vain to think, that ever our prayers can be acceptabfe 
to the God of love, till " we have put on as the elect of 
God, bowels of mercy, kindness, and humbleness of 
mind, meekness, long-sufiering, forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another f/' as St, Paul commands. 

3. A thii^ qualification is Faith. " If any of you 
lack wisdom," says St. James, 'Met him ask of God; 
but let him ask with faith, nothing wavering X." Not 
that we are to understand by this, that we must never 
offer up our prayers to God but with a firm belief that 
what we pray for shall immediately be granted us. No; 
all that is required of us in this matter is to come to the 
throne of God with a humble confidence in mercy, 
assuredly believing that God is the hearer of prayer, 
and that he is infinitely good and wise, and will deny us 
nothing that he sees and knows to t>e fit for us. And 
from thence it will follow; 

* John ix, 31. t CoT. iii. 18, 13. % Jam. i. 5> 6. 
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4. As a fourth qiwlificatiofl. That in all things of m 
iemporal coiKseni we must exercise an entire suhoitssioii 
to tne wiU of Grod. <« Not mj will but thme be done," 
said our blessed Lord, %vhen he prayed that " the bitter 
cup might pass from him.'' And so must we too, when* 
ever we praj for the reno?iog of preseiit eviU^ or the 
procurement of any future good of this }ife» God indeed 
has been graciously pleased to encourage us to lay our 
wants liefore Irini, but how far and in what mannert 
and when they shall be relieved, is a matter he has 
reserved to his own disposal; and we must, (and it is 
li^hly reasonable we should) acquiesce in all his detenm* 
nations concerning them: He only knows what is btsi 
for us, and what is mdnt soritable to our present state : 
xAnd therefore, a good Christian will be sure to leava 
the issue of his prayers inOod'shaads/not doubtmg but 
he will gife, like a kind Fatlier* to each of hU dutifot 
chlldreo as much as he needcth, or as much as is usefiil 
and fit, and from thence will take it for a demonstratttii 
that what God- gives him not, is not fit for him. 

. 5. A fifth qualification of the person praying ii^ 
That he hath a good intention; petitioning for those 
things he asks to a good end. *< We must not pray (as 
the hypocrites do) that we may be seen of men*.'' N^ 
ther nrast we pray for any thing* that ** we may consumi 
it upon our histsf;" as the intenperate man does, when 
be prays for health, only that he may still be intempei 
jrate; or the revengeful man, when he prays for aulha* 
rity, that . he may have the more power to effect hii 
e^< designs;. for this is, as St. James says, ** to ask 
amiss ;" aud then no wonder, '* if we ask, and receive 
not ^ Indeed, it is pure mercy in God to deny us such 
requeste; and therefore, if we desire that he should hear 
om* prayers, we must, as is said before, make his glory 
and our own and others' salvation, our ehief end in prc^ 
sentingthem; and all other things are to be considered^ 
only as they tend to promote the one thing needfuL 

Secondly, We are to consider the matter of our prayn 
ers. We are to take care, that we never ask any thing of 
6rod, but what is comfbrmable to the divine will, wlueh 
are all such things as be has promised to give; as biessr 

* Mar. vi. 3. t Jamffi^ Wk ?» 
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mg^ apirUiial «qd tfsqiporal; tli^ format, God lias pro- 
miiect lot th^ fiiitbAil, that .discbarg« tbeir.duiywUhoul 
apy cooditiw.; 'Uip latter he has pr6iiii3ed (especially 
such tkiog9 at Are necessary, for the supptKfc of iile) only 
in giBiiBeral terms, apd not as our chkf goodi iMit as an 
addition lo it.: From henee. it is pliuntbat spiritiial 
bbeasings are, in the first place, to be desired, and that 
such may be prayed for absolutely; and we may likewise 
petition for temporal good things ; but thiMi, as I said 
before, tiiat «iii|st be done with sut>missioo to tlie will 
iQif GiMi, yyl)os(e wisdoxn, we are sure, knows what state 
and cooditioiiof life is better for us than we do for our* 
seivies. 

: Tbindly, We must coonder the manner of onr pray* 
era. ■ .'.,.:■:.. .^.. 

' 1 . Tbey most beioffafed up with humility and lowliness. 
We Buist endeavour to possess ^ur minds with a just sense 
t)f our own finw^erthiaes^ and howlundeserving we are of 
}iM mercies We pray for. . And sinse by prayer we* speak 
to God« the consideration gf his divine Ma,^y,:and of 
our owfi sins which have placed us at such a distance 
from him, oMgfat to bumble our souls in bis sight i and 
tiqoe mian k composed of body as wiellas soul, we oogbt^ 
wktti U inaydbiP, to worship God with tMth, .and therea 
tOMseeuch fusiuresfifbpdy as may best excite '4wunMity 
lU'bm^lvciB and others; in public, the ppstune of kneefing 
is most- ^' bud -decent; in private, wie may use agr^teir 
liberty ; and if .^e find prostradob, or any other jpostuM*, 
nare apt to excite devotion, me ought to use k. ' ' / ^ 
And 'though many, people's condition. ma^y be siich^ 
thai they cannot joften have an opportunity of privacy 
and ' retirement to fkU'upon Uieirknete, lexoept at'tbcif 
momiBg and eT^uihgprayers, yet a good Gbristidb, tbat 
trul|jr loves and bonbuns God, and is sensible of his eptite 
dependence lupon iiim for .grace to resist temptations^ 
9tid tbi do his duty, and t6> defend him against theievik 
and calamities of:Hhis life, Avili- 'never make that a; pre- 
tence^ for not ' irei|uently. praying) to Jriiti'; sUbha one, 
even in the midst ^of business laad con^uy,Ai^ill be 
tomietimes lifting up his heart- to Ood In.devoUt.and^ 
pious eyaculatiuns ; and. when alone, (though walkftig or. 
standing) will many times offer up a short and conipre- 
bensive prayer to him; such as that our Saviour has 
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taught uSy-or some Abort collect ofth^'cliureb, or Ibe 
like..:; No condition of life jam hinder a devout ibi^ 
from this; and,' tlieneftne, nothiog sbould : be made iH 
pretence Int not doing, it ;«bd tbis'wM be a«cept^ 1^ 
Gody ' fkvfaen wc bave. not an opporteuily itb ,faU .upo^; oiilr 
koeesy and efier up a- mote solema prayer* > 

I ftiope tbtti no one wik\ mbtake we^ as if I- Ibougbt 
ejaculatory-piiyer proper only for people of-bvwesst 
it 18 ikhai I would recomiiiend- to aiC even tbose .of (be 
greatest leisure and retirement, as •beiag' not only very 
■pleasii^ in Ibe sigbt of God, but an exceileat aieiuia pif 
keepiag tfae soul in .a fit disposition to pray to buu in % 
more solemn manner. 

' 2. Our prayers must be ofiisred up Kilb fervency find 
det'otion, which requires, that what we ulter sliould pomt 
from the heart; and tlierefore we > must not.pmy'itfa 
eoidy formal, and*4iarele88 maiiuer.; but with 'sueb seal 
and earnestness as is in some measure suitable to tb^ 
•unportmee of the tkingfrwe prdy for; some of wbinbane 
^tliat infinite moment and concern, that' if we should 
not be beard, we are of ati creatures the most miseral/kii: 
Aad tlioiigb wandering; thoughts . iwilk ; be ■. «p| to dptriMte 
-lliemselves into the mad of the best dhnstiaa^y yttt Uimis 
.mwHtht laboured ^gamstaqd lamented^ and ipwrdoo Ak 
itiedi asked of God; • 

: : i.*U^ ia0(;qualification*respettiBg:thQ.ipaMer t^ our 
^fwiyevSy is constancy* We niUst not pray by fits and 
-alaHs^ 'emr devotion should; be : constant and uiiiforu. 
''We should pray always, .and notfaiatV' as our $ayi- 
onr has tai^htus in the parable of the unjust judge,, and 
never suffer the>f<aTour of our minds. to abate towands 
God ; nor the flame of our devotion to l^iguisb or bttm 
dim; bat ''continuing constant in prayerf,'^ <as the Apos- 
tle exhorts) ''should watch thereunto ' with^all perseve- 



rance." 



These, I 'thinks are the chief qualifications necessary 
to make o«rr prayers a " sacrifice lioly and acoeptabde to 
God^^ And be that has these disposilixHW, and prays :£ir 
such tilings, and in such manner ashas i>eenNmentioned» 
may at ail times, '''oome boldly to the thoone of grace}/' 
(as the Apostle speaks) not doubting but he shall " obtain 



1. 
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nierey, tiid find grace to help in time of need," Biit Icf 
him always remember, that it is through Christ that he 
roast come : he is '' our advocate with the Falher* and 
appears in the presence of G<od for usf.'' And therefore 
hi his name, and through his merits, all our pcayers- 
raust be offered up to God: For as ** there is no other 
name under heaven whereby we can be saved/' so neither 
is there any other name, not that of the greatest saint or 
angel, wherein we must pray, but m the name of Christ 
Jesus only; who is the " Mediator of a new covenant {» 
and able to save to tlie uttermost them that come unto 
Ood by him, seeing he ever Hveth to make intercessioa 
ibrusU.'' 

I have only this cantion to add to what I have said 
touching the duty and qualificatioDs of prayer; and 
though prayer is an excellent means of grace, and a greal 
instrument of holiness, yet we are to ccmsider, that it ia 
but the means still ; and therefore we must not rest in it» 
nor in any other means of religion, such as reading, medi- 
tation, receiving the sacrament, &c. (as too many, I donbt^ 
do, who think when they have said their prayen, or 
been at the sacrament, all is well, and they have nothing 
more to do) but we must to prayer join our own endea- 
vours, and not imagine that prayers operate like a charm^ 
and will make a man good whether he will or no. Pra^ 
er, indeed, has a natural tendency to promote a. holy 
life, but prayer alone will not do it ; there b a great deal 
more required to make a wan a good Christian; he 
must endeavour to form in his mind that inward purity 
and holiness which he prays for, and must strive and 
labour to attain that true sanctification of his nature, 
which is the great end of all religion ; in short, he must 
make it the chief business of bis life, *' to vialk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God§.*' 
.' And now what remains, but to exhort all Christians, 
as they have any regard for the happiness tioth of their 
souls an<i bodies ; as they value the favour of God, and 
would not deprive themselves of a sure refuge in times of 
trouble and temptation, nor fail under the power aqd 

* 1 John ii. 1. t Ueb. ix. «24. % Heb. xU. 24. || Hcb. vii. 26. 
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Aranioion of their lusts JUid pasnioMy Ifaoae cruel aod 
lyniDiiical aiasters^to set us free from whicb, our Saviour 
vouchsafed to coiue into the world and die) that thev 
would^ in the Apostle's- sense, ^' pray without ceasing ; 
that is, not only ibe very frequent in prayer to God, but 
keep up in their niiuds such a devout and holy flame, that 
they may l)e always in a fit disposition to pray : To yi- 
treat tliem, I say, that they would not neglect a duty 
which isattended with such unspeakable advantages ; but 
that they would pray frequently to God in private, and if 
they h^ve lamilies, that they would every nioniiug and 
evening pray to God with them too, and also join in the 
public prayers of the church as often as they can. 

This, I am persuaded, is the most likely way we can 
take to procure the favour of God, and to draw down 
tlie lilessings of his providence upon ourselves and fami- 
lies.; this will make our bodies the temples of the Holy 
Ghost, and invite that blessed Spirit to take up his resi- 
dence in our souls; in short, tliis will fill our minds with 
joy and peace, and comfort in this world, and through 
the mercy of God, and the merits of his dear Sou, will 
make us everlastiugly happy in that which is to come. 

I canuot conclude this discourse without acquainting 
Ihe reader, tliat when I recommend the duty of prayer, 
I would be understood to include in it that of praise 
and tlianksgiving ; which being a thiug so excellent iu 
itself, so highly conducing to the glory of God, and so 
suitable to the nature of a creature, it ought (without 
all doubt) to have a very great share in our devo- 
tions. 

One would think, indeed, there should be no neces- 
sity of recottuuending a duty so pleasing in itself, and 
60 agreeable to an ingenuous mind ; and yet whoever 
looks abroad into the world, will iiud that men are very 
apt to overlook the blessings of God, or, at least, very 
quickly to forget them ; and then it is no wonder, if they 
seldom, or never, return thanks for them. "Were 
there not ten cleansed V* said our blessed Saviour *, ^ hen 
he healed the le|)€rs; " but inhere are the nine? There 
are not found that returned to give glory to God, save 
this straugir.'' And was the inquiry now to be made^ 

^XiukexviL 17. 
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t donbt Ibe dispraporti<m would b« ihuch grettler betw^enf 
those that receive bliessings from the hands of Ood^ and 
those that are truly thankful for thetn. Whit through 
the pffde of some, who think that all they receive fron^ 
Ood» is but the just reward of their merits ; the covet* 
ouftdess and anibitiou of others^ who, ironi a greedy 
dimite of more, overlook what at present they etijoy ; 
oriVohi an unhappy complaining temper in a third sort^ 
trbo (dot content to take their share of the ordinary 
troubles and cares of life) expect that every thing slioold 
conspire to make them easy ; and, tieing disappointed of 
this, are apt to midervalue the blessings that Ood has 
bestowed upon them; or lastly, frohi the wicked and 

Erofkne lives of many more, who l>erng immersed in 
nitishness atid sensuality, have lost almost all notions 
hot only of the providence of G^od, but of the greater 
thhigs he has done for us; I say, what from these, and 
&uch like unhappy causes, it cdmes to pass, that the great 
duty of prayer and thanksgiving to God is very much 
neglected; and, I fear, even among some, who, in other 
tespects, are very careful of their duty. 

^Tis strange, I confess, that such a weak and depend^ 
tng creature as man is, that owes his l>eing and all the 
comforts of it, to the great love and tH>unty of his Crea- 
tor, and that cannot possibly subsist one moment, but by 
the will and power of God, should nes^lect to pay him 
the constant tribute of praise and thanksgiving; this, 
I say, is strange, if we consider man bai^Iy as a creature, 
made and supported by the almighty arm of God, " who 
upholds all things by the word of his power *.'* 

But then, how muc^ more strange ami surprising will 
this fmgrateful behavioui of man appear to be, if we 
consider him as a sinner, '* redeemed (as St. Peter says) 
not with corruptible things as silver and gold;-^but with 
the precious blood of the Son of God." If we look 
upon hinl under the different characters St. Paul gives of 
himf* to wit, *' once dead in trespasses and sins, walking 
liccording to the Prince of the power of the air,- tiie 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience, 
having his conversation in the lusts of the flesh, fiiltiiling 
the desires of the flesh, and of the mind5<a ebild of 

• Heb. i, 3. t Eph. ii. 
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wrath without Christ, an ^lien front the commoiiwcaith 
of Israel, aod a stranger from the covenant of promise ; 
having no hope, and without 'God in the world : But 
now» in Christ Jesus, made nigh by the blood of Christ ; 
no more a foreigner and stranger, but a fellow-citizen 
with the saints, and of the household of God, justified by 
God, and having peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ '.'^ I say, if we consider man with this different 
view, how much more astonishing is it that a sinner thus 
redeemed, thus loved and honoured, should ever be 
found wanting in praise and thanksgiving! It is the 
least return ihat we can make to God for all his good* 
ness ; and yet, if it proceeds from a truly thankful heart, 
and is followed with a sincere obedience, it is what he 
will most undoubtedly accept. 

O let us then be persuaded frequently and seriously 
to think upon the great things God has done for us! 
Let us endeavour to possess our mini is with a true sense of 
his wonderful love to mankind, manifested in ail his 
works of creation and providence; but chiefly in that 
stupendous work of our redemption ; let us think upon 
the *' breadth aud len»tli, the depth and heighth of that 
love of Christ, which passeth all kmiwledge ;" that our 
hearts being inflamed with tiie divine love, " we may 
praise the Lord for his goodness f and declare the won- 
ders that he doth for tiie ciiildreu of men ; tiiat we may 
ofer unto him the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and tell out 
bis works with gladness ; and may not only resolve with 
the holy Psalmbt, " That his praises shall ever be in our 
mouths :" — ** But that we wUl show forth those praises 
in our lives also, by giving up ourselves to his service, and 
by walking before him in holiness and righteousness all 
the days of our lives/' 

This b what our praises should always lead to, or else 
Ihey will be but vam oblations : For God is a regarder 
of the heart, and unless there is a principle of love and 
obedience rooted there, the most exalted praises will 
sever reach his ears. 

* Ronkv^l. tPsal. cvii.21, 22, 
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for our offences, and raised again (as on 
this day) to justify and save all such as fear 
and obey thee. 

We give thanks to thee, O Lord, for 
all thy mercies to oi^r ^soul? and ,bpdies, 
for ajigointii}^ pti^ Mi^ in ^evcit_ fta: thy 
more peculiar worship and service. All 
possible praise and thanks be given to God, 
who created us ; to Jesus Christ, who re- 
deemed us; and. to^ ttie.Holy Ghost, who 
sanctifieth us. 

Grant, O Lord, that by a wise and reli- 
gious use of the means of grace, we may 
grow U|> to a state of holiness and righte- 
ousness, and that our souls may be prepared 
for those glorious aad delightful praises, 
which in heaven will be part of the hap- 
piness and employment of thy saints to all 
eternity. 

O Lord, we confess that we have offend- 
ed theie by the negligent performance of 
our holy duties, ; by our abuse of thy grace, 
and. mis7spending. this thy. holy day, and 
by ipany sins committed in the course. ^of 
our lives. But let not this provoke thee to 
Y^ithdraw tU^ assistance of thy Hp^y Spirit 
fi-on^ ys, and; to leave u^ to the vanity and 
fi^ly of our pwn miiids. We humbly ber 
aee^ ttiec, O liiost merciful Father, to for- 
give us all our past offences. Do thou n>err 
cifuUy hear our prayers, and let our cry 
come ^^ntp tliee. . 

Let fOur whole behaviour on this, day be 
such that there may be nothing thought^ 
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said, or done by us, but what may bc'st 
serve to promote the end for.» which thou 
hast instituted it; and, good God, make 
every one of us diligent, not only to save 
our own souls, but, as much as in us lies, 
the souls of others too. 

Bless tliy universal church: Be thou 
graciously present in all Christian assem-t 
blies throughout the world, and hear the 
prayers they shall this day put up^ and 
make thy word effectual to the pulling 
down the kingdom of Satan, and to the 
edifying the church of Christ in sound 
faith and real godliness. May thy wpr^ 
cx>me with power into every conscience^ 
and have a due and saving effect upon the 
minds of all tliat hear it. 

Bestow a plentiful portion of thy good 
Spirit upon all that by sickness, imprison- 
ment, or any other lawful impediment,- are 
kept from partaking of the means of grace 
that we enjoy ; and be pleased mercifully, 
to. relieve and succour them in all their 
stnuts and difficulties. Those that ar^ 
troubled in mind, do thou direct to proper 
means to obtain comfort and satisfaction; 
Give ^11 that have no sense of thy Majesty,^ 
and live as it were without God in the 
world, awakening convictions of the dan* 
gers tbey are ifi, and the miseries they 
are exposed to, that they may escape 
them. 

Pardon oiir sins and imperfections^ and 
relieve all our wants^ for tYvt ^^^ ^ 
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Je^us Christ; io whose words we fiirther 
pray. . 

Our }F4,ther^ igc. 

A concluding Prayer. 

Hie grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
end the love of God; and the commu- 
airm -of: the Holy Ghost be with us all. 

ktmn-i ' 

:.!;■■ ' '■ 

^h Svmmg Prayer for a Famiiy on the 
■ Lord's Dai/. 

ETjBRNALLY blessed and infinitely glo- 
, WMta XDrd Gk)d, who keepest mercy 
for thousands^ and forgivest the iniquities 
ff all tiluly penitent atid returning sinners ; 
w^ .p^ras6nt X ouitselves tiais evening before 
thee, acknowledging our manifold sins, 
whereby, we have exposed ourseh'cs to : tby 
just disf^t^sui-e.. 

We have been unmindfiil both of our 
du^ and interest ; have broken thy holy 
lawi. disbommred thy holy . religi6ii^ 'and 
misoroFbly aeglected the great salvation, thy 
biessied /ISoA i purdiiased and prooua^o&r 
mankifidi.-' ,....'! i*/i ; 

, We rhavc come without due prMajhkwn 
tp Ihy •«6leiiiii: worship ; and jbeen lieedlesa 
9ad mattcirtive in hearing thy word. O 
how cold and flat have we been in thy 
tonisea ! bow earthly, dull, and drsctracted, 
ite ouif :praj'€rs ! , 
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How seldom have we been seriously ex- 
ercised in holy meditation ! How seldom 
have we recollected thy multiplied mercies 
to us, so as to become sensible of the many 
obligations we are under to thee for them; 
or so thouj^ht on our ways, as to turn our 
feet to thy testimonies* 

But, O Lord, we liumbly pray thee, for 
Jesus Christ's sake, to forgive us all our 
past offences. Direct and guide us in tlia 
ways of truth and holiness : And that we 
may always fear thee our God, help us to 
set thee always before us ; and ao to ob« 
serve and consider tliy all-seeing eye, that 
we may dread to oifend thee. 

Reform whatever thou seest amiss in tha 
temper and disposition of our minds : and 
be tnou graciously pleased to conduct us 
safe through all the temptations and trou# 
bles of this world. To this end, enable us 
strictly to follow the example of Jesus 
Christy and manfully to fight under hi^ 
banner, against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, vigorously opposing, and vali*- 
antly conquering all the enemies of our 
souls. 'Help us m conformity to his death, 
to die daily unto sin, and in confoimity to 
his resurrection, to rise to a life of holiness 
and obedience, tliat so we may receive tlie 
prize of a glorious and incorruptible inhe* 
ritance. 

O Lord, we render uiito thee our most 
humble and thankiiil acknowled^ents, 
for thy many and undeserved mercies. It 
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was thy hand that formed us. It was thou 
that gaveat us life, and breath, and being. 
Our food and raiment, our health and 
strength, our ease and liberty, the use of 
our limbs, and the exercise of our reason 
and understanding, are all derived from 
thee. We therefore render unto thee, O 
thou bountiful Giver of all Good, our 
praises and thanksgivings, for thy tempo- 
ral mercies to us, which we are utterly un- 
worthy of. 

. But, above all, O Lord, we praise thee 
for thy spiritual mercies; for blessing us m 
heavenly things in Christ Jesus, which tend 
to the renewing us after thy likeness in this 
life, and to the sanctifying and preparing 
ua for that which is to come. 
; For ever blessed be thy name, that our 
compassionate Redeemer took upon him 
our human flesh. We praise thee for his 
holy doctrine and exemplary life : that he 
gave himself to death, to purchase our re- 
demption ; that he completed that great 
work by his glorious resurrection. We 
bless thee that he hath begotten us again 
to the lively hope of an inheritance in- 
corrnptibfe and undefiled, that fadeth not 
away, which is reserved in heaven, for all 
who, by patient continuance in well-doing, 
seek for glory, and honour, and immorta- 
lity. We praise thee for his glorious ascen- 
sion into heaven, there to intercede in thy 
presence for us ; for sending the Holy Ghost 
to comfort and assist us ; for appointing a 
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succession of men to pitach and propagate 
the knowledge and practice of his heavenly 
doctrine, and to administer the holy sacra- 
ment, the seal of thy covenants. 

We thank thee, 6 heavenly Father, for 
all the precious promises in the gospel of 
thy Son, and that thou hast made our duty 
so necessary to our happiness. O ! that we 
may all so effectually apply our minds to 
the consideration of thy manifold mercies, 
that they may work in our souls all those 
divine virtues, dispositions, and affections, 
which they are designed by thee to produce 
in us. 

Extend thy mercy, O God, to the whole 
world, that thy name may be great among 
the Gentiles, from the rising of the sun, 
unto the going down of the same. 
- Bless thv universal church. Put an end 
to all schism and division, strife and con- 
tention ; purify and cleanse it from profane- 
ness and ungodliness, from superstition, 
heresy, and false doctrine; and make it 
the joy of the whole earth. 

Be gracious to these sinful nations to 
which we belong; forgive our many and 
great sins ; and particularly, we pray thee^ 
pardon our abuse of time set ^part for thy 
more immediate worship; our unthank- 
fulness for the light of thy gospel, and 
walking contrary to its precepts. Wash 
us thoroughly from our iniquities, and 
cleanse us from our sins ! and grant that 
by unity, and charity, and holiueas of \i$^^ 
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W€ may ^Ipriiy thy great name, and adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things. : 

/' Continue the light of thy gospel among 
US;: Defeat and overthrow the designs of 
evil men, that would pervert, the use of 

JBfB thou pleased to further with thy bless- 
ings all those good designs that are for the 
advancement of true, religion and virtue. 
Let no artiiSccs ojf the devil, or wicked men,, 
render themi ineffectual. 

Guifle^nd ()^feji)d>HLr most gracious .$jqh 
vereignXord King GEORGE; let his. days 
be many, hi6 counsels wise. and religious, 
and his reign ha{>py to himself and people. 
Ljt^t a 9ense of the inestimable value of 
souls inspire all , bishops and pastors, ex-> 
citing them to promote and further the sal- 
vatica of m^n, by soundness of doctrine, 
and holiness of life, and a due administra* 
tion of tliy holy sacraments. 

Let all. magistrates, and other inferior 
officers, maintain and defend true religion, 
encouraging virtue and goodness, and pu- 
nishing and suppressing all profaneness and 
ungqdliness; and let all men follow after 
peace and hpliness, without which no man 
shall see tliee. 

O thou that art the Father of Mercies, re* 
lieve all that are in affliction, of any kind 
whatsoever; and grant that all may have 
cause to say. It is good for them that they 
Jiave beenjn trouble. / 
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Be graciotts and favourable to us that 
are here before thee; forgive us all our 
sins, and remember not tiiiB iniquities of 
our holy things. Defend and protect us 
this night from all those dangers and mis* 
chiefs that may justly overtake; refresh 
our frail bodies with quiet and moderate 
rest, and help us in the renewed strength 
thereof vigorously to serve theft in the 
faithful discharge of the duties of tJie fol- 
lowing day. And in that and all other 
days, enable us to live to thy honour and 
glory ; that in the end of them we may 
live with thee, through our I^rd Jesus 
Christ ; in whose prevailing name and words 
we sum up all our wants. 

Our Father y 8$c. 

A Moj^ning^ Prayer for a Family ^ for any 
other Day in the JVeek. 

O Eternal God, creator and preserver of 
all mankind, giver of all spiritual grace, 
the author of everlasting lite ; we thine 
unwwthy servants desire to praise thy 
name for ail the expressions of thy bounty 
towards us. We give thee thanks, that 
thou hast preserved us from many and great 
dangers, wherewith we have been encom- 
passed ; . that thou h^st brought us safe to 
the light of this day ; and that thou= hait 
refreshed us the past night with quiet rest 
and sleep. But, above all, we bless thy 
holy name, that thou hast giveu thij. Sqki 
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to ^ic^for !Oiir i sm^ dud to put 0s in a way 
«f )bdQg bappy, if • we>Qbey thee i and after 
til our wilful jabuse of thy mercies, hast 
•till: patience with us to see if we will finish 
the work thou hast set us to do, and fit our 
toul(9| for eternal glory, 
r - Pardon, good Lord, we beseech thee, 
911 our fonner sins, and all our abuses of 
thy forbearance and long-suffering, for which 
we are^now sorry at our hearts. Give us 
grjtce to lead more holy lives, and to.be 
i^iore careful in improving all future oppor- 
tunities^ Makethyself prssent to our minds, 
fuid let thy love and tny fear rule in our 
m)ulsj in all those places and companies 
where our occasions shall, lead us this 
day. 

Keep us chaste in all our thoughts ; tem- 
perate in all our enjoyments; humble in all 
our opinions of ourselves ; charitable in all 
our speeches of others ; meek and peace- 
able under all provocations; sincere and 
£siithful in all our professions ; and so just 
and upright in all our dealings, that no ne- 
cessity may force, nor opportunity in any 
kind allure us to defrauc^ or over-reach 
our neighbour. When thou bestowest good 
OU others, let us not envy, but rejoice in 
it; and when thou add est any to ourselves, 
iet us own thy mercy, and humbly thank 
thee for it. 

Afford 113 convenient supplies in all our 
reasonable necessities, and protect us against 
rl^e approach of all daggers;, make ua dill* 
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gent in our aflPairs, and give such success 
to our lawful endeavours as thou seest be^t 
and most expedient for us : teach lis con- 
tentedly to submit, and not to repine at any 
thing that happens by the allotment of thy 
^vise Providence. 

In all our passage through this wdrld, 
in our manifold concerns in it, suffer not 
our hearts to be too much set upon it : Buf 
always fix our minds upon the blessed hope 
of everlasting life, that as we gp alongj 
we may make all things of this worul 
manifest to it, and be careful, above all 
things, to fit our souls for that pure and 
perfect bliss, which thou hast prepared for 
all that love and fear thee, in the glories of 
thy kingdom. 

Direct us in all our actions, guard tis 
against all dangers, relieve us in all straitsy 
and grant that we may always make thei 
our confidence, and take all things well that 
thou ordercst for us. Shorten our sorrow^ 
and deliver us from all our sins, for Jesus 
Christ's sake ; in the full extent of whose 
words, we pray to be heard both for our- 
selves, and for all mankind. 

Our Father^ <§t. 

An Evening Prayer for a Family. 

ALmightyGod, Father of our Lord Jestts 
Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of 
all men ; we acknowledge and bewail our 
Hianifold sins and wickeduesS) vdviidi hi^ 
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i^aye from tiin0 to time most grievously 
aomiBittedi hy thojuglu, word, and deedf, 
against thy divjine Majesty. 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, after thy 
great ^oodne^ : according to the multi-* 
tude of thy mercies do away our offences ; 
^ash us thoroughly from our wickedness, 
and cleanse us irom our sins, create and 
Dake vn us new and contrite hearts, that 
V€, worthily }an)enting our sins, and ac* 
VAO^iedging our wretchedness, may ob- 
tfua of thipp, the Go^l of all mercy, perfect 
|V9ni<^W)and forgiveness. 
; -Grant u^ O I^rd, the assistance of thy 
}My Spirit, that for tlie time to come we 
in^y think and do always such tilings as be 
rightful ; that we, who cannot do any thing 
that is good without thee, may by thee be 
ea^hlcd to live according to thy will. Let 
t^: grace always so prevent and follow us, 
4US: Up ws^e us continually to be given to all 
jgood ^orks. . 

Hip}]^. |is, . O Lord, to withstand the as- 
«a4^^ of the enemicB of our salvation, the 
WOi'id, the fleshy and t])e devil; and with 
pure heart and Sj^ind to follo>v thee the 
only God. Graft in our souh the Iqve of 
thy name, increase in us true religion, 
nourish U3 with all goodness, and of thy 
great ttiercy keej^i us in the same. Grant 
th^twe inay love X\\^^ tiupgs- which tlK)u 
^injQO^nde^t, and desire thj^t >Yhich thou 
^i^t; promise; ^hsut so aniong the; sundry 
smd m^ifoid ^^fi!^ !9f the wocl^ omr 
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hearts may surely there be fixed, where true 
joys are to be found* Dispose tis by all the 
means of grace we enjoy, to attain that ever* 
lasting salvation thou hast promised. 

Teach us, O Lord, so to number our daya^ 
that we may apply our heart unto wisdom ; 
that we may press forward toward the prize 
of the high calling that is before us, with 
faith and patience, with humility and 
meekness, with mortilScaiion and seif-de* 
nial, with charity and constant perseverance 
to the end ; so that when we shall depart 
this life, we may sleep in the Lord, and at 
the general resurrection in the last day, we 
may receive that blessing which thy be^ 
loved Son shall then confer on all that 
truly love aud fear thee. 

lake us, O Lord, we beseech thee, into 
thy protection this night, and by thy great 
mercy defend us from all the perils and 
dangers of it. Keep us both outwardly in 
our bodies, and inwardly in our souls, that 
we may be defended from all adversities 
that may happen to the body, and from all 
evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the 
soul. 

Extend thy goodness, O Lord, to the 
whole race of mankind. Have mercy 
upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Here- 
tics ; take from them all ignorance, hard« 
ness of heart, and contempt of thy word ; 
and so fetch them home to thy flock, that 
they, may be saved with thy people in the 
great day of the Lord Jesus. Grant unta 
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all them that are admitted into the. fellow- 
ship of Christ's: religion, that they may 
esehevtr ' tliose- things that are contrary to 
their profession^ and foUoir all such- things 
as are agreeable to the same. Bless our most 
gracious Sovereign. Lord King G EORGE^ 
our gracious Queen ChaNottCj their Iloyal 
Highnesses the Prince and Princess of 
fi^^e^, and all the Royal Family; and our 
governors both in Church and State : that 
m their several stations they may be useful 
and serviceable to thy glory, and the pub- 
lic good. We make our humblest suppli- 
cations to thee for all our benefactors, 
friends, and relations, and also for our 
very enemies ; let thy fatherly hand be 
ever over them, and so lead them in the 
knowledge and obedience of thy word, 
that in the end they may obtain everlasting 
life. Look with an eye of pity and com- 
passion upon all those who are any ways 
afflicted m mind, body, or estate ; give 
them patience under all their sufferings, and 
in thy due time a happy issue out of all 
their afflictions. 

And as we pray unto thee, O God, for 
ourselves and others ; so we desire to bless 
and praise thy holy name, for all thy 
goodness anrl loving-kindness to us and 
to all men. We give thee hearty thanks 
for the preservation of us the day pasty 
and the rest of our lives, from innumer- 
able accidents and dangers, for the com- 
forts and conveniences^ as well as the ne- 
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cessartes of life: But above all, we praise 
thee for the redemption of -the world, bv the 
death and passion of our Saviour Christ, 
who did humble himself even to the deatlj( 
of the cross, for us miserable sinners, who 
lay in darkness and in the shadow of deatl), 
that he might make us the children of God, 
and exalt us to everlasting life. Teach us to 
express oiur thankfulness, by submitting our« 
selves entirely to thy holy will and pleasur^^ 
and by studying to serve thee in true lioli- 
ness and righteousness all the days of ouk 
life. Accept, O Lord, of these our pray4 
ers and praises, in and through the median 
tion of Josus Christ, our Blessed Savioui; 
and Redeemer, who hath taught us, wheii 

we pray, to say, 

• • * 

Our Father, S^c. 

Another Morning prayer for a Family. 

■ « 

ALmighty and everlasting God, in whom 
we live, and move, and have our 
being, and whose mercy is over all thy 
works; we thy needy creatures, in a thank- 
ful sense of thy good providence over us, 
do render thee our humblest praises for 
thy preservation of us from the beginning 
of our lives to this time. Blessed be thy 
holy name for the continual protection 
of thy hand, by which we have been de- 
fended amidst the changes and miseries 
of this mortal life, and delivered from in- 
numerable dangers;^ and particularly from 
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any evil accident of the night past.: To 

thy whatchi^l providence 
♦ ^oi^^Mif^^e wholly owe it* that 

STa fcl*i:2^ ^? disturUce hath come 
^aisMoy, nigh us, or our dwelhngj 

jThat notwHhitand. 1>«P that we have enjoyed 
ifi^ our ftm Md quiet and refreshing sleep, 
dahgers, wt arc and are brought in safety 
bffwgHt in nakiy to ^^ f^^ beginning of this 

tj begimunj of this ^^^ y^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^,j 

Other thy mercies, our souls 
do bless and magnify thy glorious name, 
humbly beseeching thee to accept this 
our morning sacrifice of praise and thanks* 

S'ving, ibr the sake of Jesus Christ oui" 
tiviour. 

And since it is of thy mercy, O gracious 
Father, that another day is adding to our 
lives; let us dedicate both our souls and 
bodies to thee and thy sei-vice, to promote 
thy glory and thy own salvation, in a so- 
ber, righteous, and godly life. 

But, Lord, thou knowest the weakness 
and cormption of our nature, and the ma- 
nifold temptations that we daily meet with, 
we therefore humblv beseech thee to have 
compassion upon our infirmities, and to 
give us the constant assistance of thy grace! 
and Holy Spirit, that we may be eftectu- 
ally restrained from sin, and excited to 
our duty. Suffer us not to be tempted 
above what we are able; and when thou 
seest us giving way to any temptations, 
stretch . forth thy helping hand to save and 
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detiver us. Imprint in our hearts such a 
dread of thy judgments, and such a love 
of thy goodness towards us, as inay make 
us both afraid and ashamed to offend thee. 
And above all, keep in our minds a lively 
remembrance of that great day in which 
we must give a strict account of our 
thoughts, words, and actions, and accord- 
ing to the works done in the body, be 
either eternally rewarded or punished by 
him whom thou hast appointed Judge of 
quick, and dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Wherefore, we beseech thee, give us grace 
to have thee and thy laws always before 
our eyes, that we may walk therein ac- 
cording to thy will, with watchfulness and 
circumspection. Keep us.soberi and tem- 
perate, and diligent, m the several states 
and conditions which thy providence hath 
appointed for us. Grant us patience under 
any affliction thou shalt see fit to lay upmi 
us* and minds always contented with bur 
present condition. Grant us grace to be 
just and upright in .all our dealings, quiet 
and peaceable, full of compassion towards 
the needy and afflicted, and ever ready tci 
do good to all men, according to the abi- 
lities and opportunities which thou shalt 
give us; that so walking faithfully before 
tiiee all our days, and being fqund watcli- 
ing whenever our appointed time shall 
come, we may, from a life of righteousness^ 
be translated to life and bliss eternal. 
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And we humbly beg thy blessing this 
day upon our honest designs and undertak- 
ings. Direct us in all our ways, and pros- 
per the work of our hands. Let thy good 
providence watch over us, and preserve ns 
m our going out and coming in. Defend 
us from all dangers and adversities, and be 
thou graciously pleased to take us, and all 
things belongmg to us, into thy Fatherly 
care and protection. These* things, O Lord, 
and whatever else thou seest needful and 
convenient both for our souls and bodies, 
we humbly beg of thee for the sake of thy 
Son Jesus Christ ; in whose most holy name 
and words we pray unto thee for ourselves 
and all mankind. 

Our Father^ S^c. 

Anotkci* Evening Prayer for a Family. 

MOST gracious and merciful God, 
who art of purer eyes than to be- 
hold iniquity, and hast promised mercy 
and forgiveness to all them who confess 
and forsake their sins; we come before 
.thee in a humble sense of pur own un- 
worthiness, acknowledging our manifold 
transgressions of thy righteous laws, in 
thought, word, and deed: we have done 
those things which thou hast forbidden, 
.and left undone the things which thou 
hast commanded; so that when we look 
back upon our past lives, and remember 
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that thou art privy to our most secret 
sins, we are afraid of thy judgments, and 
ashamed to lift up our eyes unto thee. 
But O gracious Father, who desirest not 
the death of a sinner, look upon us, we 
beseech thee, in thy Son Jesus Christ ; for 
the merits of his sufferings, be thou mer- 
ciful to us in the pardon of our sins ; 
make us deeply sensible of the great evil 
and danger or them, and work in us a 
hearty contrition: and grant that the re- 
membrance of them may be more griev- 
ous and afflicting to us, than of any other 
evil whatsoever; that we worthily lament- 
ing our transgressions, and being brought 
to a hearty repentance and amendment of 
life, may obtain forgiveness at thy hands, 
who art ever ready to receive humble 
and penitent sinners, for the sake of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, our only Saviour and Re- 
deemer. 

And lest through our own frailty, oi^ 
the temptations that encompass us, we be 
drawn again to our former sins, vouch- 
safe us, we beseech thee, the direction and 
assistance of thy Holy Spirit, that as thou 
hast put into our hearts good desires, so 
by the help of thy grace, we may bring 
the same to gbod effect. Reform what- 
ever thou seest amiss in the temper and 
disposition of 6ur souls ; that no unlawful 
designs or inordinate desires may rest 
there. Purge our hearts from envy, ha* 
trcd, and malice ; . that wc may never suf- 
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fer tlje sun to go down upon our wmth, 
but may always go to rest in peace, cha* 
rity, and good will, with a conscience 
void of offence towards thee, and towards 
all men ; that so our hearts being a fit ha- 
bitation for thy Holy Spirit, he may con- 
tinually dwell therein; and wliethcr we 
wake or sleep, we may be under his blessed 
influence, and have our whole spirit, soul, 
and body, preserved pure and blameless, 
imto the coming of ouriLord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. 

Accept, O Lord, - as the testimony of 
our love and charity, our hearty^ inter- 
cessions for all mankitid. Let the light of 
the gospel shine upon all nations; and 
grant that all who have already heard and 
received it^ may live suitably to it Be 
mor6 espiecially gracious to this church 
and nation . to which we belong. Bless 
our most gracious Sovereign Lord King 
GEORGE, our sfracious Qiieen Charlotte, 
their Royal Highnesses the Prince and 
Princess of Waks, and all the Royal Fa^ 
inily; and all who by thy Providence 
have authority under him, both in church 
and state ; and so guide and direct them, 
that all their designs and undertakings may 
tend to the advancement of thy glory, and 
the good and welfare of this church and 
nation. Send down thy blessings, spiri** 
tual and temporal, upon all our relations, 
friends, and neighbours ; reward all who 
have done iis good^ and pardon all those 
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who have done or wished us evil, and ^ive 
them repentance and better minds, fie 
mercifiil to sdl who. are in any trouble or af- 
IKction, either of mind, body, or estate; 
and do thou who' art the God of pity and 
compassion, administer to every one help 
and comfort, according to their several ne-> 
cessities, for his sake who went about doing 
good to tlie souls and bodies of men, thy 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We likewise add our unfeigned thanks 
for aU the mercies which from time to time 
diou.hast vouchsafed us. We bless thee 
for our being, our reason, and all other en- 
domnents and ^MOiities of soul and body ; 
for oQf health, friends, food, and raiment, 
and att the other comforts and conveniences 
of Jife* But above all, we adore thy tear 
der mercy in sending thy only Son into the 
WQild, to redeem us from sin and eternal 
death, and for giving -us any knowledge 
and sense of out duty towards thee. We 
bless thee for thy patience with us, not* 
withstanding onr many and great provoca^n 
tions ; for all the directions, assistances, and 
comforts of thy Holy Spirit, for thy cgn- 
tinual care, and watchful providence over 
us, through the whole course of our lives ; 
and particularly for the mercies and benefits 
of tne day past ; humbly beseeching thee 
to continue these thy blessings to us ; and 
to give us grace to show our sense of them, 
and all thy other mercies, in a sincere obe- 
dience to thy laws. 
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And particularly, O Lord, we beseech 
thee to contimie thy gracious protection to 
us this night. Into thy hands we commend 
ourselves, our souls and bodies, our sub- 
stance, dwelling, and all things that belong 
to us : Do thou, O gracious God, who nei- 
ther slumberest nor sleepest, be pleased to 
take us, and all belonging to us, this night 
into thy special care and protection. Utr 
fend us from all danger and mischief, and 
from dread and fear of any ; and ghant that 
we may enjoy such quiet and refreshing 
sleep, as may fit us for the duties 6f the 
day following. And, O Lord, * make u£j 
ever mindful of that time, when we-shaU 
lie down in the dust; and grant iis grace 
always to live in such a state, that wi may 
never be afraid or unfit to die; butrdiat 
wTiether we live, we may live unto thee j 
or whether we die, we may die unto tbee^ 
that so living and dying we may be thine > 
through the merits and satisfaction of thy 
Son Jesus Christ ; in whose prevailing name 
and comprehensive words we continue to 
pray as he hath taught us. 

Our Fathtr, <^c. ' ' 
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Another Morning Prayer for a Fannly. 

OMOST glorious and eternal God, thou 
ar-t righteous in all thy ways and \\o\yi 
in 1^11 thy works, infinite in mercy and 
goodness to all that call upon thee in: truths 
and hast promised that where two or three 
are gathered together in thy name thou'wiH 
be in the midst of them ; look doMm^ w^ 
beseech thee, upon us thy unworthy ser-; 
vantfl;^ who are here before thee^ to present 
unto thy Divine Majesty the morning' sabri^ 
fice of our unfeigned praises, acknoudedg^ 
ing that in thee we live, move, and have 
our being.: and that from thy bountiful 
hand we have received all the good thibgs 
we enjoy, and by thy good providence are 
defended from the evils we deserve; we 
desire, O Lord, in an humble sense of thy> 
great gclodness towards iis, to bless and 
praise thy holy name ; particularly we adore 
thy glof ious Majesty, for preserving us thi» 
night past, for raising us up in. health and 
safety, and for giving us this opportunity: 
of calling upon thy name. 

Give us grace, O Lord, we hutnbly: b©* 
seech thee, tq make a right use and im- 
provement of these and all thy other mer- 
cies ; and grant that we may henceforward 
live 8US becomes the gospel of Chriidt, by 
denying aU ungodliniess and worldly lusts. 
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and living soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world. 

And because we are not able of our- 
selves to please thee, vouchsafe us, we be- 
seech thee, the assistance of thy Holy Spi- 
rit^ enabling us to withstand all the tfne«> 
mies and hindrances of our salvation. En- 
lighten our understandings, that we may 
know thee : sanctify our affections, that we 
may love thee ; and put thy fear ihto our 
hssartSf that we may dread to ofibnd thee. 
Convince us thoroughly, O Lord, of the 
great evil of sin, that we may endeavour in 
all things taobey they blessed will, and to 
walk before thee in holiness and righte^us^ 
ness all our days. 

Wean our affections, O Lord, from the 
things of this world ; and whatever our state* 
and condition may be here, give us grace 
therewith to be content 

In all our passage through this lif^, and 
our manifoUl concerns about it, grant that 
ioB. doing our duty we make thee bur only 
stay and confidence, our hope, and our trust, 
casting all our care upon thee, and entirely 
resignmg ourselves to thy good pleasure iii 
all mings. 

Let our chief aim and endeavour be, to 
secure the salvation of our squIs, and to 
provide against that time when all earthly 
comforts shall vanish away. 

We humbly commend ourselves, and all 
our affiurs this day to dty protection and 
hicBsing. Be with us in our going Oti^t und 
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coming in, that no casualty or evil acci- 
tlcHt mav come near to hurt us. Give 
us such a measure of health and other 
temporal blessings, as thou seest best and 
most expedient tor us; but above all 
things, give us thy grace and favour, that 
our iivc's may be holy and comfortable 
here, and our eternal state happy and glo- 
rious with thee hereafter, through the me- 
rits and for the sake of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; in the fullest sense of 
whose words, Ave recommend the want* 
and necessities of all mankind, together 
with our own. 

Otir Father, <§t. 

^Ifwther Evaiing Prayer for a Family. 

OMOST glorious and ever blessed 
Lord God, wiio inhabitest eternity, 
and dwellest in that light which no mortal 
i:ye can approach ; we thy sinful crea- 
tures kneeling before thee, acknowledge, 
we are . not worthy to appear in thy pre- 
sence, nor so much as lift up our eyes to 
that-place of purity, where tliou dwellest. 
O Lord, though we are thus unworthy to 
speak unto thee, yet so infinite and con- 
dcscendino: is thv o-oodness, as to encou- 
rage our addresses to thee, by many gra- 
cious promises of thy favour and accept- 
ance; with humble confidence then, O 
Lord, we presume to approach the throne 
of thy grace, humbly beseeching fhee, in 
the titne, and forth^ sake of \\\^ \>6iw^^ 

c 
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Son, to be merciful unto us iu the pardon 
and forgiveness of all our sins. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that we have 
acted foolishly and wickedly^ by doing 
those things which thou hast forbidden, 
and by neglecting to do those things which 
thou hast commanded : O let that mercy 
of thine, which hast spared us so long^ 
lead us to repentance, that we may for* 
sake our evil ways, and turn unto thee 
the Lord our God. 

, Give us grace, O Lord, seriously to con- 
sider, the great work we have to do, and 
the uncertainty of that time which tiiou 
hast given us to perfonn it in, that we 
may tiot be so foolish as to consume our 
days in vanity and folly, in gratifying our 
corrupt inclinations, and indulging our vi- 
cious appetites. 

Show us the foulness and deformity of 
sin; and possess our minds with such a 
lively sense of those dreadful threatenings 
thou hast denounced against it, that we 
may a;bhor and forsake every evil way, 
and give up ourselves to the love and 
obedience of thy commandments, making- 
it the great study and business of our lives, 
to serve and please thee in all things; so 
shall we daily grow in grace, and be con- 
tinually advancing towards a happy eter- 
nity. 

Give us honest and upright hearts, such 
as no interest can seduce, no advantage 
prevail uprpji to depart from the ways of 
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truth and justice; restrain us from immo* 
derate desires of the things of this worM; 
from all pride and covetousness, from 
€nry, hatred, and malice, and from all evit- 
speaking, lying, and slandering. 

O be thou pleased so to conduct us by 
thy good Spirit, through all the busmess 
and cm ploy men ts> through all the calami- 
ties and troubles of this life, that (what- 
ever our condition may be in this world) 
we may attain that happiness, which fhba 
hast prepared for them that truly fove anrf 
obey thee. 

We beseech thee to extend thy mercy 
to the whole race of mankind ; make thcf 
light of thy gospel to shine among them ; 
and deliver us from all ignorance, error, 
and profaneness, and grant lis grace anrf 
eternal life. 

Be gratious to this church and nation to' 
which we belong; give us all grace se- 
riously to repent of the evil of our ways^ 
and grant that religion and virtue, peace 
and charity, may for ever flourish and iri- 
crease among us. 

Bless our Sovereign Lord King George, 
and all in authority under him, both in 
church and state. May all their designs 
tend to the advancement of thy glory, 
and the happiness and prosperity of these 
kingdoms. 

Look with pity and compassion, O 
Lord, upon all in affliction and tempta- 
tion*; streng^en and support tVi^m, ?lwA. 

c 2 
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give them in thy good time, a happy de- 
liverance. 

B^ merciful, O God, to all our rela- 
tions, friends, and acquaintance; forgive^ 
our enemies, reward our benefactors, and 
grant that we, and all thy people every 
where may serve thee, frorn the highest to 
the lowest, and he made partakers of ever- 
lasting happiness. 

To these our prayers and intercessions, 
we desire to add the sacrifice of our un- 
feigned praises to thy Divine Majesty, ac- 
knowledging it to be our bounden duty 
and service at all times, and in all places, 
to give thanks unto thee, to whose infi-^ 
nite goodness and mercy we owe all the 
comforts of this life, and all the hopes and 
expectations of a better. 

jSlessed be thy name, O God, for the 
cpntinuauce of thy .mercies to ys this 
day; for providing for our bodies, and 
taking . care of our souls ; and for de- 
livering us from those many evils that 
we have justly deserved; but, above All, 
we praise and bless thy holy name for 
thine inestimable love in the redemption 
of the wojld by our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Chi'ist; humbly beseeching thee of 
thy great goodness, O Lord, to pass by 
our unworthiness of these thy mercies, 
and to continue to us thy gracious favour 
and protection; keep us we beseech thee, 
this night, under the shadow of thy wings, 
that no evil accident may come near to 
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Inirt us. Give us quiet and refreshing 
sleep, such as may fit us for the duties of 
the day following; and if thou art pleased 
to add another day to. ouir lives, grant 
that we may improve it to thy glory, and 
the benefit of our precious souls ; through 
Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and only 
Saviour. Ame7i. , 

Our Father^ &;c. 
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A Preparatory Prayer. 

BLESSED Lord! who hast command- 
ed, and invited us to pray unto thee, 
O let thy Spirit help my infirmities ; and 
do thou so dispose my mind, and prepare 
my heart, that my prayers and praises 
may be acceptable in thy sight; through 
the mediation, and for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for Sunday Mourning. 

OGOD, who art the giver of all good 
gifts, and the Father of Mercies, I 
thy ujo worthy servant adore thy glorious 



Part L Prixmte Devotmis^y x^. 55 

Majesty, for those marvellous instances of 
thy love, M'hich thou hast, in all ages, 
shown to the sons of men: In all thy 
dealings, and dispensations towards us, 
thou hast manifested thyself to be a most 
kind and compassionate Father; thou hast 
provided for the comfort and support of 
our bodies, and shown a most tender care 
and concern for the welfare and happiness 
of our immortal souls : In great mercy to 
them, thou didst appoint one day in seven 
for thy more peculiar worship and service ; 
that so, by a frequent and religious obser- 
vance of the Christian Sabbath here on 
earth, we might be better fitted and pre- 
pared to celebrate that eternal Sabbath of 
everlasting rest, which thou hast reserved 
for us hereafter. 

For this, O Loiti, amd all the other 
testimonies of thy love, whkh thou hast 
fihown to me, and all ma^ikind, I d^sir^ 
with an humble and thankful heart to bteM 
and praise thy holy name ; and mors esp(^ 
cially for that inexpressible instancli of 
thy love, the sending thy Son, Chl^M 
Jesus, into the world to be the propiciatidft 
for our sins. - '^^ 

I bless thee, O Lord, • for thy great 
goodness in preserving mo the night past 
from all perils and dangers, aUd^bringiUjg; 
me in health and safety -to the begihning 
of this holy day,- ■' - <. * ♦ 

O my God, give me 'giace to 9i4kt 
a right use- atid improveTiaet^ OiC^ tM&t ^>^ 
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all other opportunities thou ai't pleased to 
put into my hand; pardon, I most humbly 
beseech thee, my unprofitableness under 
the means of grace; and, O merciful 
Father, let not my sins provoke thee so 
far. as to deprive me of the helpaand ad- 
vantages of thy divine iustitulion ; but 
grant,.. O Lord, that 1 may speud this, and 
all other times set apart for thy more im- 
mediate service, in such a. lioly and religi- 
ous . manner^ as may promote thy Iwnour 
a]Pil glory,, and set forth the salvation of 
my $(>ul : And that I may be enabled. so t© 
xlo, O let thy grace and holy spirit be al- 
ways, present with me, for of myself I am 
juot able to please thee. 

Give me awful thoughts of thy Divine 
Majesty, and such a humble, serious^ and 
devout frame bf^minid, tliat when I attend 
upon the pi^lic service, of thy churchy 
no vaio or turoultuous » thoughts may dis- 
tract my devotion, nor any dulness or 
weafiness seize upon imy spirits; but, from 
>, sense of. my own unworthiness, and of 
foy entire dependence upon thee for the 
AUpply. of all my wants, I may pray unto 
thee, and praise thee, with most devout 
find hearty affections, and may offer unto 
jthee a lively sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
jp^ thy sight. 

'; Silver lue not, O merciful Father, to 
lest in a mere outward form of godhness ; 
bci^t grant thiat I may endeavour more aud 
mar e tiQ: have: my. heart laiumated and en- 
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livened \Vitb th;.* spirit and power of re-i 
ligion, and tx) become a true disciple of 
the blessed Jesus: by imitating his ex- 
amples, obscr\'ing his precepts, and 
making it the constant and principal care 
and concern of my life, to promote thy 
honour, and my own and others',. sal va* 
tion. 

Let thy good Spirit, O Lord, be power- 
fidly assisting to the labours and endea- 
vours of those to whom thoxx hast com- 
mitted the care of souls, particularly <rf 
him, under whose ministry thy prmidencb 
lias placed me. 

Give thy blessing to thy holy word 
preached, and remove from me, and all 
that attend the holy ordinances, all pre- 
judices and indispositions of mind, that 
nothing may hinder its due and saving 
eflicary upon our souls. . Give us that 
humble and teachable spirit, wliich be- 
comes them that would learn of thee; 
and O let every good .instruction that 
shall this day be given us, sink deep into 
our hearts, and bring forth in us the 
fruits of a holy and religious life, that 
we may not be hearers of thy word only, 
but doers also, lest we deceive our own 
souls. 

Be with me, O Lord, this day in all 
places, and upon all occasions: Direef 
and guide me, sanctify and preserve me. 
Keep me both outwardly ia my body, 
and inwardly, in my soul: Deleted we 

c5 
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from the power and malice of the devil, 
from the corruptions of my own sinful 
nature, and from those sins especially 
&it do most easily beset and ensnare me. 
Free my mind from the disturbances of 
p$ission and anger, and all perplexing; 
thoughts and cares; and so strengthen it 
by thy grace and Holy Spirit, that no- 
thing may hinder or discompose me in 
my duty, or render me unfit for thy ser-- 
vice. Let me no ways profane this thy 
Itely day, either in thought, word, or 
deed I but give me grace to spend it in 
such a holy and religious manner, that 
fevery day of my life may be better for it ; 
tod when I come to the conclusion of this 
day I may look back with joy and comfort, 
in an humble hope of thy divine accept- 
ance, through the merits and mediation of 
my dear Redeemer, Jesus Christ the Righ- 
teous. Ame/i. 

Our Father^ Sgc. 

A Master or Mistress of a Family may very 
properly add this short Prayer, 

MAKE me duly mindful, O Lord, of 
all theae that are under my care; 
and grant that none of my family may, 
through anynegl€}ct of mine, be ever want- 
ing in their duty towards th^e. Let the 
-care of my own soul be extended likewise 
to a concern for theirs; and give me such 
a zoal for thy ^ory, such a true regard 
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for the sdvation of others, that I xtiav ciu 
deavcHir (as much as in me lies) to pox 
mote religion and piety :in ^1 about ine« 
Convince me truly, O Lord, how much 
it is my duty, as \veU as interest, that I 
and my house slK)uld serve thee : that wc 
should daily ofter up our united prayers 
and praises at the throne of grace, and 
especially upon this day, set apart more 
peculiarly for thy service. Be in the midst 
of us, O Lord, when we assemble our-^ 
selves together ; send thy blessing upon, all 
our religious duties; and grant that not 
only tlxe fonn, but the power of true reli* 
gion, may be visible among us, to our great 
comfort in this worlds and our eternal 
happiness in that which is to come. Grant 
this, O merciful Father, for Jesus Christ's 
sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. 

A PixHfer for Sunday Noon, or any mter-^ 
mediate Tbne of the Day. 

GOD ! who art rich in mercy to all 
that call upon thee ; and hast bid us 
pray without ceasing, and rejoice ever- 
more: In obedience to that command, 
and encouraged by thy gracious promises; 
I again approach t^y presence ; to renew 
«iy request unto thee; to bless thy holy 
name; to make profession of my love td 
thee, and of my readiness in all things t6 
obey thee. Quicken my affections, O 

c6 
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Lord, that I may be excited to a mon? 
free and joyful attendance upon thee m 
aU.faoiy and religious duties ; . that no dul- 
ness nor weariness may seize upon ray 
spirits; but such a perfect love to thee 
may possess my heart, as may vender ail 
tbeiemploy-mehts of religion pleasant and 
delightful to mey and thie doing thy will 
my greatefii joy and satisfaction. 

Pardon, .0 Lord, I most humby beseech 
thee, all my indispoeitiolis ; acce|)t my 
imperfect services; and grant that my at- 
tendance upon the public service of the 
church, may dispose me to be more circum- 
spect and watchful in the whole course of 
my life, more diligent and indu,strious in 
thy service, and more forward and zealous 
in the - performance of every part of my 
duty ; that being led by thy counsel, go- 
verned by thy Spirit, and preserved by tliy 
gracious providence, I may at last be ad- 
mitted into the company of the blessed; 
there to perfect tliy praises and acknow- 
ledgments, and to reseive the reward of 
patient continuance in Avell-dping, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Short Heads of Examination for eoery 

. Evening. 

^ npHAT your whole life may be more 
*." A conformable to the' gospel of Jesus 
'Clirist,,by which we must be judged; 
* hud that. you may have less to do, when 
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f you set a time apart for more solemn ex- 

* amiiiation, it has been advised by wise 

* aiid good men, that we should every even- 

* iug pot some such questions as these to 
' ourselves, which are chiefly transcribed 
^ out of that excellent book entitled, A 

* Companion for the Festivals and Fasts of 

* the Church' 

• ^ 

How have I spent the day past? What 
sin' liave I com m i tt ed ? 
. Have I performed my morning devotions? 
and how ? 

Have I resigned myself to the all-wise 
goverqment and disposal of God, to be or- 
dered and ruled by him, and to do or suffer 
his will? 

Have I conversed with candour, affabi- 
lity, and siiicerity ? • 

Have I kept at a distance from detrac- 
tion, slander, and evil-speaking? 

Have I had sutficient care in mv com- 
niendation of others, so as to give no en- 
couragement to any evil practice? • * 
. Hdw have I employed or improved my 
time? \ ' 
With what honesty and fidelity have I 
distharged the affairs in which I have been 
engaged? 

If I have diverted myself, have I dcme 
it rnnccently, and in such laanner and 
measure as. is suitable to my Christian pro- 
ftssion? .* • 



• Have I been guilty of any. excess in 
eai:ing; drinking, or sleep ? 

What mercies have I received ? How 
thankful have I been, and am I for them ? 
What temptations have I resisted? 

What ground have I got of tlie ski that 
doth most easily beset me ? 

How have I governed my passions? .Have 
I not been too easily provoked by little ac- 
cidents which daily happen? 

What opportunities nave I had of do- 
ing good? and how have I improved 
them ? 

What opportunities have I had of dis- 
couraging evil, and how have I opposed 
it? 

' To these questions you may add such 
' others as you find useful. If you recol- 
^ lect the whole time of the day from your 

* rising (for which a few minutes before 
^ your evening devotions will suffice), you 

* will very easily be enabled to answer the 

* preceding questions ; and when you have 

* done this, you must heartily beg God^s 

* pardon for any sins you have been 

* guilty of, and show yourself thankful 
f for those blessings, respecting either this 

* or another life, which he hath bestowed 
' on you* 

* Some have written down the sins they 

* have been guilty of, that they might 

* again hmnble themselves at the time of 



Part I: of ExdItikiatiofC $3 

* thdr more solemn humiliation ; which' 

* may be farther useful • for by comparing 

* one time with anothier, y6w will better 

* discern the amendment of your life, and 
' growth in Christian virtue ; but of the 

* usefulness and expediency of this method^ 

* every person is left to judge for himself/ 

A Prayer for Sunday Evening. 

OMOST great, most glorious, and eter- 
nal God ! Thou art the Sovereign 
Lord of heaven and earth ; in whom we 
live and move, and have our being, and 
from whom are derived all the comforts 
and conveniences of this life, and all our 
hopes and expectations of a better. 

With what awfulness and humility, with 
what fear and reverence, ought I to appear 
before t^iee, when 1 consider the greatness 
of thy Majesty, and the purity of thy di* 
vine nature ; that thou hast no pleasure in 
wickedness, but hatest all the Avorkers of 
iniquity, and that such as be foolish shall 
not stand in thy sight. 

O Lord ! I acknowledge that I am not 
worthy to come into thy presence, nor to 
lift up my eyes towards the throne of thy 
mercy-seat. My sins and transgressions arc 
many, and divers of them have been often 
repeated ; the cwruption of my hearty and 
the sinfulness of my thoughts, are perfectly 
known to thee; and the punishment due 
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unto wy sins, is greiater than I am able to 
bear, • 

I confess, O Lord, that I have not loved 
thee with that sincerity, nor served thee 
with that faithfulness tfiat I ought to have 
done. The interests of this life have been 
so much my care and cbnceruy as to make 
me negligent and remiss ni the great and 
important work of my salvation. 

How riiany duties nave I omitted, or per- 
formed with coldness and indevotion! Ifow 
often have I been a hearer of thy word only, 
and not a doer ! How often, l>oth in public 
and private, have I prayed, when my heart 
has been far from thee ! This very day; O 
Lord, thou hast given, me an opportunity 
of serving tliee in thy house; but, alas! 
my services there Imve been accompanied 
•with so many failings, so many imperfec- 
tions, that I have jiust cause to humble 
myself before thee. 

O Lord, if thou shonldst deal with me 
as I have deserved, how justly mayst thou 
deprive me of all. those means of grace and 
opportunities of working out my salvation, 
which thou hast hitherto vouchsafed me! 
But, O merciful Father! thoa^hast declared 
thyself to be a God merciful and gracious^ 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin. 
My only hope, therefore, is in thy tender 
mercies, which have been ever of old; 
and in that pity and compassion, which 
thou hast shown to mankind in the re* 
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demption of the world, by tli6 death of 
tiiy dear Son. For thy namc^s sake, then, 
O Lord, and for thy beloved Sons sake, 
pardon, I most humbly beseech thee, all 
iny past sins, and let not inic|uity be my 
ruin. Formve die deadness of mv devo* 
tions; the coldness of my aftectk>ns; the 
vandering-s of my prayers ; and whatever 
else thou iiast seen amiss in me. O pity 
my weakness, and forgive my infirmities^ 
and lay not tx3 my cliarge the imperfectionte 
of my religious duties. 

Enable, me, O Lord, by the assistance of 
tiiy good Spirit . to amend whatever has 
been amiss; and to endeavour more and 
more after the attainment of all those graces 
and good dispositions which are necessary 
to render our prayers and praises acceptable 
in thy sight. 

O let me never fall into a careless and 
unconcerned state of mind; into a coldness 
and indifferency towards the duties of reli- 
gion ; but animate and enliven my sluggish 
heart, and cleanse it from all its defilements. 
O replenish my soul with the graces of thy 
Holy Spirit ; that I may become vigoroirs 
and active in thy service, and fruitful in 
every good work. 

Give me, O Lord, such, a lively sense 
and conviction of the shortness and uncer- 
tainty of this life, and of the momentous 
concerns of eternity, that I may not be so 
foolish aa to waste my .precious time in an 
eager pursuit after the things o£tl\ii>«G^\ii\ 
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but grant that I may employ it in such a 
manner as may best promote thy honour 
and glory, and set forward mine own sal- 
vation. O make me so wise as to see, and 
know, and follow the things that make for 
my peace, lest they be hid from mine eyes, 
and all opportunities of reconciling myself 
to thee, my ofiended God, be far from me. 
Let the salvation of my precious soul be 
my constanfcare and concern ; grant that 
I may never forget the one thing needful ; 
but give all diligence to make my calling 
and election sure ; that endeavouring in all 
things to approve myself thy faithful ser- 
vant, I may from serving thee here upon 
4sarth, be admitted, in thy good appointed 
time, to the praising thee eternally in thy 
everlasting kingdom, through' the merits 
of my compassionate Saviour and Redeemer^ 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



The Intercession. 

OGOD, who art loving unto every 
man, and whose mercy is over all thy 
works ; I beseech thee to extend thy pity 
and compassion to the whole race of man* 
kind : IiCt the bright beams of thy gospel 
shine into all the corners of the ea]:thf 
that those that sit in darkness may come to 
the knowledge and practice of thy laws^ 
and their souls be saved in the great day of 
the Lord Jesus. 
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More particularly, O Lord, be merciful 
to these nations to which I belong : Par- 
cton our great and crying sins, and avert 
from us the evils Avhich we have most 
justly deserved : Put a stop to all profane- 
ness, irreligion, and impiety; to all our 
unhappy strifes and animosities; and let 
truth and righteousness, brotherly love 
and charity, flourish and increase among 
us. 

Be gracious to thy holy catholic church ; 
and especially that part of it, which thou 
hast planted in these kingdoms : Heal the 
breaches and divisions of it^ and grant that 
it may flourish and abound in true piety and 
virtue, peace and charity. 

Bless especially our Sovereiga Lord the 
King, protect his person, direct his coun^ 
cil% prosper his government, and make him 
an instrument in thy hands, of great good 
to these kingdoms. 

Inspire the pastors and governors of thy 
churcn, with a spirit of true religion and 
goodness ; and make them zealous and di- 
ligent to promote it in all those who are un- 
der their charge. 

Bless the magistrates, the nobility, gen- 
try, and commons of these realms. Grant 
that they may all study to serve thee, and 
to discharge the duties of their several sta- 
tions, always remembering the great ac- 
count which they must one day give. 

Be merciful, O God, to all that are in 
any affliction or distress; that Ubotit uur 
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der poverty or persecution; under bodily 
pains or diseases, or under temptation o*- 
trouble of mind ; be pleased, O I^rd, to 
support and comfort them, and in thy good 
time to deliver them, according to thy great 
mercy. 

Send down the graces of thy Holy Spi- 
rit upon all my friends anel 
Xet this be varied as relations; [Particularly my 
every one stands re- Father aiid Mother y my Bro- 
^^^* thers and Sisters^ my dear 

Wife and Children] pardon 
all our sins; unite our hearts in a mutual 
love of each other ; and vouchsafe to every 
one of us, (and all others that either pray 
for me, or desire my prayers) whatever thy 
infinite wisdom knows to be most needful 
-and expedient both for our souls and bodies. 
•Reward all those who have been anv wavs 
•instrumental to my good ; and forgive ti.ose 
that have done, or wished me evil, and 
grant them repentance and better niinds. 
And now, O merciful Father, I offer up 

to thy Divine Majesty my 
The Thanksgiving, unfeigned praises, in return 

for all those numberless mer- 
cies and benefits which thou hast vouch- 
safed me ; more particularly I bless thy holy 
name for the mercies of the day past ; for 
whatever sin I have escaped, and whatever 
good' I have done; for preserving me in 
health and safety; for providing so plecr 
tifully for me ; for continuing to me the 
^njoym^nt of so many comforts ; and ios 
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dekreriog me from the evils which I have 
most jusiiy cieserved^ and to which I am 
coDtinualiv exposed. Bur, above all, I bless 
aod magcity thy holy name for the tbunda* 
tion of these, and idi thy other mercies^ 
throusrh toy Sod, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

O Lord give me grace to 
make a right use and im- -^ /v*v^ n-r cy^* 

Drovement ot aU thv mer- ^^^^ ^ 

cies. Vouchsare me the 
continuance of thy favour and protection. 
Take me tliis night under the care of tliy 
good providence ; preserve me from all evil, 
but especially from that of sin; keep me 
from hre and thieves, and from every ad* 
versity of soul and body; and after the com- 
fortable refreshnients of rest and sleep, raise 
me up, I humbly pray thee, in health and 
safety, with a heart full of love to thee, and 
zeal to thy service, through Jesus Cluist 
our blessed Saviour and Redeemer ; in whose 
prevailing name, and in the fullest sense of 
whose words, I pray to be heaid. 

Our Father, <^c. 

A Vraya^ for Monday Morning. 

O FATHER of mercies, and God of all 
comfort! thou art the sweet refresh- 
ment of ou£ souls, and tlie constant pre- 
server and support of our bodies : By thee 
have I been holden up ever since 1 was 
born; and by thy goodness it is, that I 
have been preserved the nig;ht past from 
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all perils and dangers, and that my frail 
hoily has been refreshed with quiet and 
comfortable rest. Great and numberless 
have been thy mercies to me, O God; 
for which I desire, with an humble and 
thankful heart, to bless and praise thy holy 
name. 

that a sense of thy goodness may he 
always present to my mind; that so the 
remembracce of thy past favours may be- 
get in me such an humble reliance on thy 
fatherly care and good providence, that 
I may perfectly resign myself to thy dis- 
posal in all things, and entirely submit to 
all thy dealings and dispensations towards 
mc. 

1 confess, O Lord, that I am not wor- 
thy of the lea^t of all thy mercies ; and if 
thou shouldst deal with me as I have de- 
served, I could expect nothing from thee 
but the severities of thy wrath and dis- 
pleasure : But, O thou ! whose property 
is always to have mercy, be not extreme, 
1 beseech thee, to mark what I have done 
amiss ; but, for tliy dear Son's sake, pardon 
all my sins, and receive me to thy favour, 
without which, I am of all creatures the 
most misci-able. And, O let me never 
abuse thy patience, nor despise thy good- 
ness : but let thy fear be always before my 
eyes, that I may not sin against thee ; but 

r'ving np myself entirely to thy service, 
may endeavour in all things to obey tliy 
Messed m]ly and to^keep a'conscience void 
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of offence both towards thee, and towards 
aii men. 

To this end, O Lord, vouclisafe nie the 
assistance of thy Holy Spirit, for of my- 
self I am not able to please thee ; my na- 
ture is corrupt, and miserably prone to 
what is evil ; I am every way beset with 
temptations, and my own experience sadly 
teaches me, how easily I am drawn away 
by the deceitful tempter. But, O thou^ 
who art the Saviour of all that put their 
trust in thee, deliver me, I beseech thee, 
from that cruel enemy of my soul, who 
is daily lying in wait to destroy me; be 
thou my strong-hold whereunto I may 
always resort, and evermore mightily de- 
fend me. Thou hast been my succour ever 
since I was bom, O leave me not to my- 
self, neither forsake me, O God of my 
salvation. Lead me, I beseech thee, in 
the way wherein I should go ; guide me 
by thy right hand; and ^conduct me safely 
through the dangemus snares and tempta- 
tions of this deceitful world ; and though 
thou shouldst pennit me to fall into se- 
vere trials, yet suffer me not, I beseech 
thee, to be tempted above what I am able 
to bear. 

Let no calamity ever drive me from 
tliee, nor any prosperity cause me to for- 
get thee ; Init grant that all thy provi- 
dences towards me may work together for 
my. good, and be a powerful means to 
bring me to thyself and to an ehtite de.- 
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pendencc upon thee ; assuredly belicvinc:, 
that all my concernments are in the best 
and safest hands, when they are under the 
care and disposal of thy infinite wisdom and 
goodness. 

O Lord ! let not the world get posses- 
sion of my heart, which has been so often 
dedicated to thy service. Let not those 
pomps and vanities which I have so so- 
lemnly renounced, become the object of 
*my foolish desires; but be thou, O God, 
my only joy and delight, my stay and my 
support, my hope and my trust, my rest 
and comfort in this world, and my eter- 
nal bliss and happiness in that which is to 
come. 

O Lord, I humbly beg thy blessing this 
day upon all my honest designs and un- 
dertakings ; direct mc in all my ways, 
that I may take nothing in hand but what 
is agreeable to thy blessed will. Let not 
worldly interests or advantage ever prevail 
upon me to depart' from my integrity; but 
aniidst the various affairs of this life, give 
me grace to set thee always before my eyes, 
that I may not sin against thee. Thou 
knowest, Lord, the weakness of my cor- 
rupt nature ; O let thy Holy Spirit power- 
fiilly restrain me from those sins that are 
most apt to betray and ensnare me : [Par- 
ticularly — here mention the sifis you are most 
prone to.^ preserve me in my going out 
and coming in, and let no casualty or evil 
accident befal me. £e thou graciously 
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pleased to take ine^ and 'all belonging to 
me, into thy fatherly care and protection ; 
Keep us in health and safety, in peace and 
innocence, in love and charity ; and grant, 
that whilst we are passing through Uiings 
temporal, we may be daily preparing for 
those better things that are eternal, through 
Jesus Christ our blessed Lord, and only 
Saviour; in whose name and words, I com^ 
mend to thy mercy and protection, myself 
and all mankind. 

Our Father y Sgc. 



A Prayer for Monday Noon^ or any inter'' 
mediate Time of the Day, for God's Grace 
to persevere in a Christiofi Course of: Life^ 

OMOST gracious and blessed Lord 
God! Thou art the author and fi- 
nisher of every good work; without thee 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy; with- 
out thy preventing and assisting grace we 
are but as dust before the wind, carried to 
and fro, and easily driven away by every 
slight temptation. 

O Lord, I am thy servant, dedicated 
to thee long ago by holy baptism, and de- 
voted to thy obedience by those solemn 
engagements, which were then made on 
my behalf, and which, I have since \pften\ 
renewed at thy holy table, from a serious 
sense and conviction, that thy service is 
the most perfect freedom, and tii^X. V\^* 
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out thy £3ivour and love, I am of all crea- 
tures uie most miserable, 

my God ! I am fully persuaded, that 
it is my happiness and privilege, as well 
as my duty, to love, adore, and serve thee. 
I am seriously convinced, that there is no 
pleasure like that of a |;ood conscience; 
and that the greatest satisfactions in this 
world, are not worthy to be compared with 
that Ailness of joy which is in thy pre- 
sence for evermore : But, alas ! I am sensir 
ble that my nature is corrupt ; and I know, 
by sad experience, that I am too prone to 
offend thee, and too apt to forget tne vows 
and resolutions which 1 have made to serve 
and obey thee. 

1 beseech thee, therefore, O most mer- 
ciful Father, who knowest whereof we are 
made, and rememberest that we are but 
dust, that thou wouldst be pleased, of thy 

great goodness, to pity the weaknesses of 
iy poor creature, and to vouchsafe me 
the assistance of thy grace and Holy Spirit, 
that I may not be tempted above wnat I 
am able to bear, but through thy Al- 
mighty power may be enabled to per- 
severe in my Christian warfare, and suc- 
cessfully to encounter those enemies of 
iny soul, the world, the flesh, and tlie 
devil 

O let me never faint, nor tire in m^ 
duty, nor for the sake of any thing this 
world can offer me, be unmindful of the 
^reat and important concern of my salva- 
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tion. Give me such a zeal for thy service, 
that the doing thy will may be my greatest" 
joy and satisfaction: and imprint on ray 
mind such a lively sense of thy love, as 
may inflame my heart with the most de- 
vout and ardent aiFections; that being 
every day more and more weaned from this 
world, I may look upon all its honours, 
pleasures, and profits, with that coldness 
and indifference, which become the servant 
of the blessed Jesus. 

Root out of my heart, O God, by the ^, 
powerful efficacy of thy grace, all pride, 
and envy, and covetousness ; all bitter- 
ness, anger, and malice, and whatever 
else is contrary to the laws and precepts 
of the gospel; and sow in my mind the 
seeds of true religion and goodness, that I 
may bring forth the fruits of the Spirit^ 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, temper- 
ance, and be fruitful in every ^ood word 
and work, and that my whole life may be 
one continued act of an humble and du- 
tiful obedience to thy divine command- 
ments. 

O Lord, strengthen my faith, fortify 
my mind, and give me an honest and up- 
right heart, that nothing may be ever able 
to shake my integrity; but that notwith- 
jstanding all the allurements and tempta- 
tions of this world, I may continue sted- 
fast and unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord ; that being f a\t£{vx\ 

D 2 
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unto death, I may at last obtain that crown 
of righteousness, which thou hast pro- 
mised to them, who, by patient continu- 
ance in well-doing, seek for glory, and ho- 
nour, and immortality, through the merits 
and for the sake of thy blessed Son Jesus 
Christ our ' Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Monday Evening. 

OTHOU great and glorious God, who 
takest pleasure in those that come 
' unto thee with faith; look down, T beseech 
thee, with pity and compassion upon me, 
who fall low on my knees before thee^ 
confessing that my life has been in divers 
instances very provoking to thy Divine 
Majesty. 

What shall I say unto thee, O thou pre- 
server of men! O let the infinite merits of 
my dear Redeemer make satisfaction for 
me ; and for his sake, I most earnestly be- 
seech thee to be merciful unto me in the 
pardon and forgiveness of all my sins. 
Lay not to my charge, O Lovd, the sins 
which I have this day been guilty of; but 
let those, and all other tlxe follies of my 
life past, be for ever blotted out of thy 
remembrance ; and receive me, I beseech 
thee, into thy favour, which I value above 
all the happiness of this world. 

Give me a lively sense of the folly and 
danger of sin, that I may truly and sin- 
cerely abhor that which is evil, cleave to 
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that which is good, and with an unwearied 
diligence follow after the things which 
make for my everlasting peace. 

But, O Lord, because I am a weak and 
frail creature, and am encompassed about 
with many temptations, O do thou vouch* 
safe to strengthen and assist me with thy 
grace, that through thy most mighty 
power, I may be enabled to withstand all 
the allurements of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil; [particularly — here name 
the sim you are most prone to.l Let thy 
Holy Spirit direct and rule my heart, that 
I may think and do always such things as 
be rightful, and please thee both in will and 
in deed. 

Thou never failest to help and govern 
them who fly unto thee for succour; O 
keep me, I beseech thee, under the con- 
duct of thy good providence, and make 
me to have a perpetual fear and love of thy 
holy name, that I may never dare to do 
any thing that will offend thee, but be at 
all times ready to obey thy blessed vt\\\ 
and cheerfully to accomplish those things 
which thou wouldst have me to do. 

Let no difficulties or dangers in my 
Christian warfare, affrighten me from my 
duty ; but give me such a courage and re- 
solution as will support me under all dis- 
couragements, carry me through all trials, 
and enable me to triumph over the great 
enemy of my salvation; that having, by 
thy divine assistance, fought the good ft^t 

D 3 
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and finished my course, I may at last re- 
ceive that crown of glory, which thou hast 
promised to thy faithful soldiers and ser- 
vants, through the merits and for the sake 
of the great Captain of our salvation, Jesus 
Christ the Righteous. 

Extend thy mercies, O Lord, to the 
whole race of mankind, and, in a more 
particular manner, be gracious to this 
church and nation; bless all degrees of 
men among us, from the highest to the 
lowest, and more especially thy servant, 
our Sovereign Lord the King. And 
grant that every one, from the highest 
to the lowest, may faithfully endeavour 
to promote thy glory, and the public 
good. 

Look with pity and compassion upon 
all in affliction; strengthen and support 
them under their troubles, and j^ive them, 
in thy good time, ease and deliver- 
ance. 

Bless all my friends and relations, [more 
particularly *#*] vouchsafe to suit thy 
graces and blessings to our several necessi- 
ties of body and soul. 

And now, O Father of mercies ! in an 
Tiumble sense of thy great goodness, I 
..adore and praise thy glorious Majesty for 
all thy manifold blessings and mercies; 
particularly for those of the day past: I 
bless thee, O Lord, for whatever good I 
have done, and whatever evil 1 have 
escaped, for preserving me in health and 
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safety : for ptoviding so plentifully for me; 
but, abov-e all, I praise and magnify thy 
hdy name, for the redemption of die worl^ 
bv the death and passicm of thy dear Son* 
O give me grace to make a right use and 
improvement of these and all thy other 
mercies. 

Be thou pleased, O Lord, still to conti- 
nue to me thy favour and protection. Pre- 
serve me this night from all evil, but espe* 
cially from that of sin ; give thy holy angels 
charge over me, that no evil accident may 
come near to hurt me; and raise me up 
again in health and safety, with a heart full 
of love to thee, and zeal to thy service^ 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who has 
taught us thus to pray. 

Our Father, S^x. 

A Prayer for Tuesday Morning. 

HOLY, Holy, Holy, Lord God AI- 
mighty, which was, and which iS| and 
which is to come ; thou art worthy to re- 
fseive all glory, honour, and power; for 
thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created. 

I adore thee, my God, and make an en- 
tire resignation of myself; of all that I am, 
and have, into thy hands, desiring now, 
and to all eternity, to depend on thee, ray 
God, my Creator, and continual Benefactor, 
my portion, my inheritance, and my all 
for ever and ever. 

o 4 
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P God, most gracious Father in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, I thank thee for the com- 
fortable refreshment of the night past, for 
thy preservation of me and my family, and 
all belonging to me, from fire, robbery, 
and tempest, and other evil accidents. 
Without thy goodness and providence, I am 
not able to subsist the least moment. To 
thee I owe all those comforts of life, health, 
peace, and plenty, I enjoy ; and a freedom 
from all tliose pains, miseries, and evils, I 
am subject to, and have deserved at thy 
hapdsi 

I desire^ above all things, to give most 
humble and hearty thanks to thee, O God 
the Father, for the redemption of the world 
by thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, mani- 
fested in the flesh to destroy the works of 
the devil. I glorify thee for nis miraculous 
birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension, 
for his intercession for us at thy right hand, 
for the sending the Holy Ghost the Com- 
forter and Sanctifier, and for the means of 
grace, and hopes of glory, 

O Lord, I beseech the in and through 
oui* Lord Jesus Christ, who was pleased to 
suffer death upon the cross for our redemp- 
tion, to pardon all the sins I have at any 
time committed ; and grant I may find the 
power of his death, in my dying to sin, and 
rising unto righteousness, in having the old 
man, worldlv affections, and carnal lusts, 
crucified with him ; that the body of sin in 
me may be destroyed, that henceforth I 
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may not serve sin; but being freed from 
sin, all things belonging to the Spirit may 
live and grow in me. 

But forasmuch as without thee I am not 
able to please thee, give me, I beseech thee, 
this clay and all my life, the supplies of thy 
grace and Holy Spirit, enabling me to re- 
sist and overcome the temptations of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil; to subdue 
and mortify my lusts and passions; to pyrify 
my soul from all sin and uncleanness ; and 
to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit in an 
holy and useful life. 

Grant I may order all my words and ac- 
tions, and all my conversation, with such 
care and prudence, as to give no offence or 
occasion of falling to any ; but that I may 
be a good example to others, and adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things; 
O let thy Holy Spirit always direct and rule 
my heart, and or thy great goodness bring 
me to life eternal. 

Direct me, O God, in all my affairs; 
bless my labours and studies, and give me 
grace to do my duty in that state of life 
whereunto thou hast been pleased to call 
me, and make me therewith content. 

And thou, O God, and heavenly Father, 
who hast promised to them that seek thy 
kingdom, and the righteousness thereof, all 
things necessary to their bodily sustenance, 
continue to me, I beseech thee, the bless- 
ings I enjoy, supply me with those I want, 
and turn from me all those eV\\^ ^\i\Ov\\ 

x>5 d 
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and work in them and me all that good 
which may make us acceptable in thy sights 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father^ <§-c. 

A Prayer for Tuesday Noon, or any inter- 
mediate Time of the Day^ being a short 
Paraphrase on the Lord's Prayer. 

ALMIGHTY God, the creator and go- 
vcmor of all things, and the most 
bountiful benefactor of those who fear and 
obey thee; grant that all reasonable crea- 
tures, who are capable of understanding the 
greatness and glory of thy attributes, may 
unfeigned ly admire and adore thee, and ex- 
press their veneration and praises of thee in 
ways most suitable to the condition of their 
nature, and the discoveries of thy will. 

Grant that all mankind may come to the 
knowledge and belief of thy true religion ; 
that the kingdom of Christ may be extend- 
ed over all the earth ; and the eternal laws 
of godliness, righteousness, charity, and so- 
briety, may be established throughout the 
whole world. 

Grant that all who profess this thy true 
religion, may live in perfect obedience to 
the laws thereof; and that men, as far as 
the infirmity of their nature will permit, 
may obey thee with proportionable since- 
rity and constancy, as do the spirits of the 
blessed in heaven. 



^ 
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Bestow on us every day through the re- 
maining nart of our lives, as many: of the 
things or this present world, as are sufficient 
for our necessary subsistence, and for thft 
useful and innocent conveniences of life. ^ 

Forgive us our sins, and withhold the pu- 
nishments we have thereby deserved, in like 
manner as we freely and heartily forgive all 
those injuries and oiFences, which have by 
others been done unto us. 

Take from us the causes and occasions of 
temptations, or else deliver us from the 
power of them, that we may not be moved 
either with the enticements of riches, ho- 
noui^s, or pleasures ; or with the fear of 
want, disgrace, or pain, to do any thing, 
knowingly, contrary to thy will ; and de- 
liver us from all the evils and calamities^ 
which either the mahce of the devil, or the 
wickedness or misfortunes of the worlds 
might bring upon us. 

These petitions I beg of thee, O God, 
knowing that thou canst y and trusting lA 
thy mercy that thou wilt do for us more 
than we can desire, or do deserve, who art 
infinite in power, glory, and majesty, fron% 
everlasting to everlasting. Anieru 
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A Prayer fo^ Tuesday Evening. 

OMOST great and glorious Lord God, 
who art just and terrible in thy judg- 
ments to all obstinate and rebellious sinners, 
but of infinite pity and compassion to such 
as truly repent, and turn unto thee ! Hear„ 
I beseech thee, the prayers of thy humble 
servant, for pardon and forgiveness of ail 
my sins. 

O let the infinite value of the sufferings 
of thy Son Jesus Christ be accepted by thee, 
as an atonement for all my follies and trans- 
gressions ; and for his sake, I beseech thee, 
to be reconciled unto me, who acknow- 
ledge my vileness, and am unfeignedly 
sorry that I have ever offended thee, to 
whom I owe all the returns of love, duty, 
and obedience that can possibly be paid by 
a creature to his Creator. 

Give me such a. true and unfeigned re- 
pentance of all my sins, as may produce 
m me a thorough change and amendment 
of life ; open thou my eyes, that I may see 
and observe all the evil dispositions of my 
corrupt nature, and by the assistance of 
thy good Spirit, may be enabled to mortify 
and subdue them, and to bring my mind to 
an entire conformity to thy blessed will. 

Grant that the remembrance of my past 
ibllies and miscarriages, may make me 
more careful of my actions for the time 
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to come, and more watchful against those 
snares anrl temptations which have at any 
time betrayed me. 

Let the consideration of thy patience 
and forbearance excite in my heart such 
a sincere love to thee, and such a fear of 
offending thee, that neither riches nor ho- 
nour, nor any thing else that this world 
can offer, may be ever able to draw mc 
from my duty. 

Convince me, O Lord, that sin is the 
greatest of all evils ; that guilt and misery 
are always inseparable; and that there is 
no true happiness in this life, but what 
results from the testimonv of a good con- 
science, and the hope of^^thy favour; and 
s;rant that these momentous truths may 
be so deeply impressed on the mind, that 
I may make it the great study and care 
of my whole life, to be of the number of 
those whom thou lovest and delightest in. 

Give me grace, O merciful Father, to 
lay aside every weight;' and the sin that 
does so easily beset me, that I may run 
with patience the race which thou hast set 
before me. Deliver me from an immoder- 
ate care and concern for the tilings of this 
world, and give me such an entire acqui- 
escence in thy divine will and pleasure, such 
a perfect dependence on thine infinite wis- 
dom and goodness, that no envious nor dis- 
contented, no murmuring nor repining 
thoughts may possess my heart, but a 
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cheerfiil and thankful spirit may at all 
times mle and govern me : And whatever 
share of temporal good things thou shalt be 
pleased to give me, () give me grace to em- 
ploy it to thy glory, the good of others, and 
the eternal benefit of my immortal soul. 
All which I humbly beg, for the alone me- 
rits and sake of thy beloved Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Extend thy mercy, O God, to all mankind: 
In a more particular manner be gracious to 
these sinful nations, pardon our great and 
crying sins, avert the judgments which we 
have most justly deserved, and give us 
grace to turn from all our evil ways, that 
thou mayst dehght to dwell among us, and 
mayst be our God, and we thy people. 

Bless and preserve our Sovereign Lord 
King George ; and grant that all Avho are 
in authority under him, may faithfully 
endeavour to promote thy glory, and 
the good and welfare of this church and 
nation. 

Look with pity and compassion upon all 
thy afflicted ser^-ants : Be a father to the 
fatherless and an husband to the widow ; 
heal the sick, supply the wants of the poor 
and needy; and grant to all that are in 
affliction, a patient submission to thy blessed 
wUl. 

Bless all my friends and relations, espe- 
cially ; reward all that have done 

me good, and forgive all that have done 



Parti. for Tuesday Evenhig. 89 

or wished me evil ; and vouchsafe to every 
one of us, from the highest to the lowest^ 
whatever thy great wisdom knowest to be 
needful both for our souls and bodies. 

And now, O most merciful Father, in an 
humble sense of thy great goodness, I adore 
and'praise thy glorious name for all the ma- 
nifestations of tliv love and kindness' vouch- 
safed vmto me. 

I bless thee for my being, for my reason, 
and all the endowments and faculties of my 
soul and body ; for my health, friends, food, 
and raiment, and all other comforts and con- 
veniences of my life ; for thy continual care . 
and watchful providence over me, through 
the whole course of my life; and particu- 
larly for thy preservation the day past. 

Give me grace, O Lord, I beseech thee, 
to make a right use and improvement of 
all thy blessings; and be thou graciously- 
pleased to take me, and all that belong t6 
me, this night, under the care and protec- 
tion of thy fatherly providence. Give tht 
holy angels charge over us, that no evil 
may come near to hurt us ; and grant u^ 
such refreshments of soul and body, as may 
enable us cheerfully to go through the du- 
ties of that station wherein thou hast placed 
us ; and when thou shalt be pleased to call 
us out of this world, O let us be found of 
the number of thy faithful servants, through 
the merits of Christ Jesus our blessed Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, for whom my soul 
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goodness. And though thou shouldst see 
fit to deprive me of any, or even all the 
comforts of this life ; yet, O gracious Fa- 
ther, leave me not destitute of those things 
that accompany salvation ; nor deny me 
thy favour, which is better than life itself: 
Whatever thou art pleased to deprive me 
of, yet take not from me, I beseech thee, 
the comforts of thy Holy Spirit; but in 
all the troubles and disappointments of this 
world, in all the calamities and trials I 
shall meet with here, be thou my only re- 
fuge and my support, my stay and my 
trust, my Saviour and mighty Deliverer. 
-Stand by me in all trials, succour me in 
every temptation, support me in discou- 
Mgements, and advise nie in all difficult 
Cases: But cispecially, O Lord, I most im- 
pdrtunely beseech thee, that when the 
time of my dissolution draws nigh, and all 
things here begin to fail me, thou wouldst 
then vouchsafe to strengthen and support 
me, and at last receive me into thy blessed 
■kingdom, through the merits, and for the 
sake of mv eternal Advocate and Mediator, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Be thou pleased, of thy great goodness, 
O Lord, to continue to me thy favour and 
protection. Direct and guide me, sanc- 
tify and preserve nie. Let thy watchful 
providence be my guard and defence. 
Keep me in thy fear all the day long, and 
grant that I may take nothmg in hand 
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but what is agreeable to thy blessed will. 
Into thy hands I commit my soul and 
body, and all that are related to me, 
humbly beseeching thee, to keep us from, 
all evil ; to lead us into all good ; and tx> 
carry us safely through the dangers and- 
temptations of this wicked world, to that 
place of everlasting rest and peace, which 
thou hast prepared tor thy faithful servants, 
through the merits of thy beloved Sbn Je- 
sus Christ our Lord ; in whose words I re- 
commend the wants of all mankind, toge« 
ther with my own. 

Our Father^ Sgc. 



A Prayer for TVednesday Noon, or any inters 
mediate Timeofthe Day. 

OMOST gracious God and niercifiil Fa- 
ther ! I beseech thee, for the sakef of 
thy dear Son Jesus Christ, to pardon and 
forgive all my sins and transgressions, which 
I have at any time committed against thy 
divine Majesty. 

In confidence of thy great mercy and 
goodness to all that are truly desirous to 
love and serve thee, I humbly implore 
the grace and assistance of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, to enable me to become every day^ 
better, and to reform whatever has been- 
amiss in the temper and disposition of tnr 
mind, or in any of the actions of niy life : 
grant me the Misdom attd utidei^Vdccv^vev"^ 
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A Prayer for IVednesday Evening. 

OMOST glorious and ever-living God, 
who inhabitest eternity, and dwellest 
in that light which no mortal eye can ap- 
proach unto; I thy unworthy servant beg 
leave to present my prayers before thy Di- 
vine Majesty, 

O Lord ! I confess, that, notwithstand- 
itig all thy gracious dealings and dispensa- 
tions towards me, I have neither loved thee, 
i^rved thee, nor obeyed thee, as I ought to 
have done. 

The cares and concerns of this life are too 
apt to busy and employ my thoughts, and 
make me cold and remiss in the great and 
important work of my salvation. 

O my God, 1 lacnent and bewail the 
corruption of my nature, and my mani- 
fold sins and transgressions. Where shall 
I fly for succour but unto thee, who art 
a God of infinite love and pity ? O pity 
Bfiy weaknesses, and forgive and wash 
away all my sins, in the blood of that 
immaculate I^mb, Christ Jesus, that nei- 
ther those which I have this day com- 
mitted, nor any other the follies of my life 
past, may be ever had in remembrance be- 
fore thee. 

O reserve not my sins to be punished 
in the day of thy fierce wrath and dis- 
pleasure : but bury them all in the depth 
of thy everlasting mercy, that they may 
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never rise up to my confusion here, nor my 
condemnation hereafter. Look upon me, 
O Lord, as a reconciled Father in Christ 
Jesus; speak peace unto ihy conscience, 
and say unto my soul, I am the God of thy 
salvation. 

But, O Lord, I beg not only the pardon 
of my transgressions, but most earnestly 
entreat thee (who hast promised to give 
thy Holy Spirit to them that ask it) that 
thou Avoulclst enable me to forsake, eveiy 
evil way, and to walk before thee in nfew- 
ness of life. Let not sin reign in my 
mortal body, nor any sinful desires take 
possession of my heart ; but, by the power- 
ful efficacy of thy grace, destroy in me all 
evil habits and irregular dispositions, and 
whatsoever opposes itself to thy most holy 
will and commandments. 

Give me, O Lord, a lively sense and 
conviction of the shortness and uncertainty 
of all things liere below ; that my heart 
l)eing weaned from the love of this world^ * 
it may daily more and more aspire after * 
those joys which are at thy right hand for, 
evermore. > 

Make me, O gracious God, a faithful 
and a wise steward of all those talents^" 
tliou hast committed to my trust. Let 
me never apply thy blessitigj to any sin- 
ful or iimyorthy purposes, nor abuse tliy^ 
mercit^s by -any ungodly use of the least | 
of thy good creatures; but give me :gracc' 
te* improve them to thy glory, the good 

£ 
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of nivQwn.^oul, and in the comfort and 
relief of iny; distressed brethren; that be- 
ing rich in ^ood works, and having laid np 
a treasure m heaven, I ni^ty (when this 
earthly tabernacle jshall be dissolved) have 
a building of God, a house not made with 
liands, eternal in tl^e heavens, through our 
Lord, and Saviour Jesus Christ 

. JExtend thy mercy, O God, to all man- 
kind;, have pity uppp all ^ews, Turks, 
Infiiels, and lleretics, and bring them to 
tlic light, and knowledge, and practice of 
thy laws. 

. filess thy holy catholic church, and espe- 
cially that part of it which thou hast planted 
in these kingdoms; remove out of it all 
errors and corruptions, all divisions and dis- 
sensions, and let love, and charity, and 
good-will be visible in the lives of all its 
members. 

Keform all things amiss in these king- 
doms. Root out from among us all pro- 
faneness and impiety ; all uncharitableness 
and animosities; that we, turning from all 
our evil ways unto thee, the Lord our 
God, thou mayst turn from thy displeasure 
againt us, and delight over us, to do us 
gpbd; to build us up, ajid not to destroy 
us. : 

Bless and protect our Sovereign Lord 

the King, and make jiiin an instrument in 

thy hanps of great good to this church and 

nation* 

Look down with, pity and cwnpassion 
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up6n all those who are ill trouble, sorrow, 
need, sickness or any other adversity. Com- 
fort and support them under their afflic- 
tions, and give them in thy due time a hap- 
py deliverance. ' 

Send down thy blessings spiritual and 
temporal, upon all my friends and relations, 
more particularly upon — — '—■ — . Givfc 
us wliat thou seest.most profitable for us : 
And as thou best knowest all our wants, ' 
so be pleased to suit thy graces and bless- 
ings to the several necessities of our souls 
and bodies. 

To these my prayers and intercessions, 
I desire likewise, O most merciful God^ 
to add my unfeigned thanks and praise^' 
to thy incomprehensible majesty, for all 
the mercies and benefits which thou hast 
so freely and undeservedly conferred upon 
me. 

I bless t\}ee for my creation and preser- 
vation ; for my health, strength, peace, and 
safety; for thy continual care and watchr- 
ful providence over me ever since I was 
bom; and for the comforts and convenience? 
I have hitherto received ; arid, in particular, 
for the mercies and refreshments of the day 
past. 

I confess, O Lord, my imworthiriess of 
thy mercies, but in confidehce of thy in- 
finite goodness, I beg leave to commend 
my soul and body to thy fatherly care 
and good providence, humbly beseech- 
ing thee to take me, and all that belong to 

E 2 

1 ^Qf;:^:^ 
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me, this night, under thy Almighty protec- 
tion. 

Refresh our bodies with quiet rest and 
slqep, ^rid our souls with the consolations 
of tny Holy Spirit ; and when thou shalt 
think fit to take us out of this world, give 
us everlasting rest and peace in thy eter- 
nal kingdom, through the merits and for 
the sake of our blessed Saviour and Re- 
deemer Jesus Christ; who hath taught us 
when we pray to. say, ,v 

Our Father, ^c. 

A Prayer Jar Thursday Morning. 

OLORD, the creator and governor of 
the world! thou art a God of in- 
finite pp\<rer, wisdom, and goodness, and 
thy tender mercies are over all thy works ; 
I thy unworthy servant fall low on my 
knees before thy throne of grace, to re- 
new the tribute of my humblest praise 
and adoration to thy great and glorious 
Majesty. 

Blessed be thy name, O God, for send- 
ing tby Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, into 
the world to die for the redemption of man- 
kind, and for all the benefits and advantages 
which I have received thereby. 

filessed be thy holy name that I was 
born 9f Christian parents, and early dedi- 
cated to thee by baptism^ and for all the 
means and opportunities which thou hast 
given me of becoming wise unto salva- 
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tion ; for the assistance of thy good Spirit, 
and for inclining me so early to love anel 
fear thee. 

I tliank thee, O Lord, for all the tem- 
poral blessings I have received; for that 
medsure of health which I have enjoyfed ; 
for the manv friends and relationrs thoii 
hast given nie; and for that competent 
maintenance and provision thou hast made 
for me. Particularly, O Lord, I bless thy 
holy name, that thou hast protected me the 
nignt past from the powers of darkness, 
and every evil accident, and hast now raised 
me up in health and safety to praise thy 
goodtiess. 

Lord, raise me up also, I pr^y thdfe^ 
to newness of life, and grant ttie such % 
sense of thy goodness as may excite lix 
my heart a sincere love to thee, S,nd 4 
lioly care to please and obey thee in all 
things. 

Pardon, I most humbly beseech thee, all 
my past ingratitude, and undutiful beh'a- 
vipur towards thee, and let me never forget 
the many and great obli§;ations thou hast 
laid upon mc to become thy faithful, ahd 
obedient servant. , . 

1 confess, O Lord, that I am not a:ble 
of myself to please thee ; but since thou 
hast promised to give thy Holy Spirit tO 
them that ask it, with an humble telianfce 
on thy most gracious promises, I beseeiph 
thee to vouchsafe me his divine' assistahce, 

c3 
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to enable me to do my duty towards thee, 
and towards all men. 

Endue me, O most gracious God, with 
£^ spirit of true and fervent devotion to thee, 
my Creator and Redeemer ; with an honest, 
uprigliit, and charitable heart towards alt 
my neighbours; and with a contented, 
meek, and humble mind, in every condition 
and state of life, in which thou shalt be 
pkased to. place me. 

Lord, convince me more and more 
of the vanity and emptiness of all earthly 
enjoyments, tliat niy heart being lifted 
up above the pleasures of this life, it may, 
surely there be fixed, where true joys are 
to be found. Grant that I may seek thy 
kingdom and the righteousness thereof in 
the first place, and prefer thy favour, and 
the testimony of a good conscience, be- 
fore the greatest happiness this world can 
promise me. Let neither hopes nor fears, 
neither pleasure nor profit, be ever able to 
draw me from my duty ; but being sted- 
iVst and unmoveable, I may always abound 
in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that my labour shall not be in vain in 
the Lord. 

And now, O Lord, I humbly pray thee, 
to take me, and all that are near and dear 
unto me, this day, under the care and 
protection of thy good providence. We 
are 3afe so long a,s we are in thy hands ; 
O let us never cast away our confidence 
ia thee, nor place it any where but in 
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thee. Be with us in all clangers and temp- 
tations, and keep us from all things that 
may hurt us : preserve us more espceially 
from the sin that does most easily betray 
and ensnare us. Give us such a measure 
of health, and other temporal blessings, 
as thou seest best and most fitting for us ; 
and grant us the assistance of thy good 
Spirit, that in our several stations and errt- 
pioyments, we may keep a conscience void 
of offence both towards thee, and towards 
all men, through Jesus Christ our Lord: 
in whose most holy words, I commend both 
nly ckwn and the wants and^leccssitiies Of 
alt mankind. 

Our Father^ S^c. . , 

A Prayer for Thursday Nborty or any inter* 
mediate Time of the Day. 

OLORD, the great Creator and Gover- 
nor of all tmngs, I fall down before 
thee, in an humble adoration of thy in- 
cottiprehensiblc Majesty, acknowledging 
that I depend entirely upon thee; prais- 
ing and' magnifying thy most glorious 
power, wisdoni, and goodness, which are 
every where conspicuous ; and rendtring 
unto thee my most hearty thanks, for all 
the favours' and /benefits whjeh thpix hast 
so freely laml undeservedly conferred upoh 
me. Thou art bbuiitiful to the whole 
world; A\\ thy works y>tW\^^ \5w^^ ^ 

£ 4 
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Lord, and we, the children of men, ought 
more particularly to bless thee, and speak 
good of thy name; for we have received 
singular marks and tokens of thy favour ; 
being made after tbin^ own image, and 
endued with reasonable and immortal 
spirits, that we may reflect on thee, the 
Author of our being, and become like 
unto thee in wisdom, holiness, goodness, 
and truth: but, above all, I des^e to 
remember that great demonstration of thy 
love, in giving thy dear Son to live 
among .us, to die for us, and thereby to 
give us (upML the conditions of faith and 
sincere obedience) an assured hope, : of im- 
mortal life. 

O Lord, I love thee, and renew the 
oblation which I have often made of my 
soul and body to thee ; I wait upon t^hee 
still for what thou seest good for both ; I 
hope in thy everlasting mercy, humbly 
beseechinff thee to pardon all my forget- 
fulness ot thee, and ingratitude to thee ; 
aiid I . most earnestly implore the grace of 
thy Holy Spirit, to presei^e in my mind a 
povv^erful sense of thee, and ardent love to 
thee, and a holy care to please and obey 
Jthee in all things. 

Give me the same mind and spirit 
which was in Christ Jesus our Lord ; the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, and 
tlie fear of thee; the spirit of meekness, 
humility, purity, and charity; and grant 
that I may do thy will with the like 
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cheerfulness, zeal, constancy, patience, aiid 
perseverance that he did. 

Blessed be thy tianie, O Lord, for all 
the helps and assistances of thy'good Spi- 
rit, which thou hast already btessed -me 
withal : O vouchsafe still ta continue to 
me thy gracious favour and protectiori^ 
and as thou hast preserved Ine-hitheTte 
this day, so bless me the remaining pa^t of 
it: keep me in peace and innocence, iti 
love to thee, and charity to tny ndigli- 
hour; and since in all my ways I acfeno'w*- 
ledge thee, do- thou direct my paths, atii 
teach me to manage all my > affairs witi> 
prudence and discretibn. Thou art my 
hope and my confidence,' my satisfiSlctio^ 
and my peace, my glory, aitd my- joy ; • O 
be th6u pleased to conduct me oy thy 
'go<>d ' Spirit through all the business- an4 
enjoyments, through all the' temptatioM 
and -troubles of this life; and never- leavfe 
me nor forsake me^ but bring mc at last to 
that blessed place, where our Ix>rd Jesuk 
Christ livcth and reigneth with thee, iA 
the unity of the same Spirit, world witftioui 
«ndv Amen. v 

A Praifer for Thursday Evening. 



* i\ 



C\ ET^ERNAL aiid' infinitely ^IwioU* 
/ God, the great creator, gracJoliS prei- 
server, and wise govehiofr of the world,'! tHy 
unworthy ••^errant fall" dowii ^ Ailtf ^JW • ^3tie^ 

r. 5 
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at this time, to present my praters and sup* 
plications before thy throne of gi-ace. 
. I admire and adore the incomprehen* 
stble perfections of thy nature, and grate- 
£uUy acknowledge thy marvellous and 
undeserved goodness towards me and all 
thy creatures : I have nothing, O Lord» 
but what I received from thee ; thou freely 
gavest me my being, and madest me in a 
capacity to know, and serve, and enjoy 
tBee for ever; and out of the same inii- 
nate bounty and goodness thou hast con- 
tinued to me the being which thou at first 
gavest me, and hast delivered me from a 
iai^ltitude of evils which might have 
justly befallen me, and bestowed mercies 
andfaVogurP iboth upon my soul ami body^ 
more, tfasuft:! ^Ijpk' number. O that I could 
say I had M»de returns unto thee in any 
noieasure 8«iit^fale to the benefits which I 
have received fkom thee ; but, alas ! I must 
M'ith shame acknowledge, tliat I have 
been guilty of great ingratitude towards 
thee, the Fountain of all good; I have 
beeo an unprofitable and unworthy ser* 
vant, and haye nefther loved thee, served 
thee, nof obeyed thee, as I ought to have 
done. 

O Lord, it is owing to thine infinite 
mercy and goodness, that I have now an 
opportunity of humbling myself before 
thee ; O let thy goodness and forbearance, 
Q Lordi lead me to a true and unfeigned 
repenuw^ of all niy sins; and for the 
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sake of tKy beloved Sow, (in wHoni ilone 
thou art well pleased) spare me^ O gobd 
Lord, spai'e me, and be not angry with me 
for e\'er; wash away all my sins in= that 
tbiintain which thou hast opened for sitt 
and uncleanness, that nothing may iftttif-^ 
pose between thy mercy and my W)oi' sotiK 
I:Ay not to my charge,- O merciful G6<^,- 
the sins which I have this day committed ; 
and not only pardon thenli' -but give lAe 
grace fiom hencefor wards entirely to leave 
and forsake them, and to amend my life 
according' to fhy holy word. 

Make me always mindful; that thoti 
art eveiy where present, and privy to tny 
most secret thoughts ; that I may nev^r 
dare to do any thing but what is pleasing 
in thy= $ight. Possess me, O Lord, with* 
a lively sense of tlie frailty of my life, 
the certainty of a judgment to come, the 
tinspeakable glories of heaven, and the 
most dreadful torments of 'hell, that I 
may in good earnest, set aboiit the great 
work of my salvation, and never be- so 
foolish as to prefer the pleasures of sin,^ 
which are but for a season, :before that 
everlasting fulness of joy, which h in th^ 
presence for evermore; but that dul^^ 
considering the vast disproportion there 
is betwixt thia life and my eternal state, 
I ttiay live as beconies thief Gospel of 
Chris^j working oat -my salvation with; 
the greaitest eate and circumspecticmi that 
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when tiiie' great and terrible day of itlie 
Lord shall come, I may be admitted ta 
the inheritance of the saints in light, througli 
the merits, and for the sake of my blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ the 
Ri^teous« 

O Lord ! I pray not for myself alone, 
I;^ut for the whole race of mankind, and in 
aFmore especial manner for this church and 
nation to which 1 belong. I^t the virtue 
and efficacy of Christ's death and passion 
be extended far and wide, and grant that 
true religion and virtue may eveiy where 
flourish and abound. 

Bless all orders and degrees of men 
amongst us, especially thy servant our Sove- 
reign Lord King George, our gracious 
Queen Charlotte, their Royal Highnesses 
the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all 
the Royal Family ; endue them with all those 
graces and virtues which may enable them 
to discharge . their several trusts in such a 
manner as may promote thy honour and 
glory, and the peace and prosperity both of 
church and state. 

Hear the prayers of the sick and needy, 
and of all that labour under any trouble or 
affliction; and, of thy fatherly goodiw^ss, 
comfort and relieve them according to.their 
necessities. 
.1 commend to thy particular favour ^nd 

protection my , and all my re(atiQiis 

and friends ; let thy fear be ever, be/ore 
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their eyes ; let thy blessings always rest 
upon them ; and grant them all things ne^ 
cessary for life and godliness. 

Accept, O Lord, 1 humbly beseech thee, 
the evening sacrifice of. my unfefgnod 
praises, which I now offer up to thy ctii 
vine Majesty, for thy great andmahifold 
mercies vouchsafed unto, mc;> and- mora 
particularly for the mercies of the day 
past; for preserving me in health and safie* 
ty; for providing, so plentifully for nie, 
and continuing to me the enjoymcmt of 
so many cximforts. And I most humbly 
beseech thee to continue thy mercy and 
goodness towards me, and ail that belong 
to me. Defend us this night from 'all 
dangers both of soul and body ; grant us 
quiet and refreshing sleep:: and. if, thou 
art pleased to add another day to our lives^ 
give us grace to employ it; in such a ittaQ** 
ner as may be well-pleasing in thy Bi^t^ 
tluDugh the merits and foe the . sakei of 
thy beloved Son Jesus Christ our. Lord: 
Amen. . ; . : ' - » 

Our Father, &c. ' ' ^ '^ 

' ■ ■ * . 

A Prayer for Friday Morniftg. . ■: w/ 

OMOST holy, most mertiful, anij 
most gracious Lord God, thou airt 
the inexhaustibe fountain of all good, tbd 
source and spring of all our comforts her^ 
and the siure and certain fi3u.\id^l\»^ a:& 
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all our hopes hereafter; l6ok down from 
heaven, tne habitation of thy holiness, 
upon me, who humbly begs leave to re- 
new my praises to thy Divine Majesty, 
in whom I live, and move, and have my 
being. 

O i^rd^ I acknowledge, that under thy 
protection I have slept this night secure, 
and by thy infinite goodness it is, that I 
am now in health and safety; praised there- 
fore be thy name, O Lord ; O let all that 
is within me praise thy holy name ; as long 
as live I will magnify thee, O God, for thou 
art my creator, my preserver, and my con- 
stant benefactor. 

Pardon, O most merciful Father, all the 
unv/orthy returns I have made for the ma- 
nifold favours I have received from thee ; 
and grant me, for the time to come, such a 
sense of thine hifinite goodness and mercy, 
that I may love thee with all my heart, 
with all my sotti, and with all my strength; 
that I may study to please thee in all things, 
and be afraid of nothing so much as thy 
displeasure. 

To this end, O gracious Lord, make 
me truly sensible of the vanity of this 
world ; that I may riot be carried away 
with the force and power of sensible ob- 
jects, nor brought under the dominion of 
those lusts which war against the soul. — 
Give me grace so to use the world, as not 
to abuse it; and grant that neither the 
^ares of this life, nor the deceitfuhiess or 
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riches^ may ever make me neglect the 
great work thou hast given me to do.**-- 
Root out of my heart all covetous affec- 
tions and desires^ and let it be my great 
care and concern to provide for eternity, 
and to lay up a treasure in heaven, which 
faileth not. 

Deliver me, O my God, from pride and 
vain glory ; from a fond conceit of myself^ 
or a mean opinion of others ; from a cen^ 
sorious and uncharitable spiirit; from ail 
envious and malicious temper; and from 
all those sinful and corrupt affections that 
are so hateful in thy sight; and O be 
thou pleased to endue me with that wis<^ 
dom which is from above ; which is first 
pure, and then peaceable ; with that meek^ 
ness and humility, which is in thv sight of 
so great a price, and with all those holy 
and Christian dispositions tiiat thou lovest 
and delightest in. - 

Make me always mindful of my own 
fi-ailty, of the shortness and uncertainty 
of this life, and of the eternity of the 
next. Make me careful so to live, as I 
shall wish I had done when I come to 
die. O let not sickness or death ever suf^ 
prise me unawares, or find me in a starte 
unprovided; but grant that I may finish 
the gteat work of my salvation before tht 
night com^s, when no man can work^ 
that so having laid up a good foundation 
of hope find comfort against the day < of 
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tniuble and sickness, I -^may, whenever 
thou shalt be pleased to call me hence, 
cheerfully resign . up my sotil into thy 
hand; and oh ! do thou vouchsafe to re- 
ceive it to thy mercy, through the merits, 
and for the sake ot thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ the Righteous. 

' Be with me, O Lord, this day; let thy 
blessings accompany all my honest la- 
bours and endeavours; and grant that I 
may take nothings in hand but what is 
agreeable to thy blessed will. To thee I 
humbly beg leave to commend my soul 
and body, and all that stand in any rela- 
tion to me, beseeching thee of thy great 
goodness, to take us under thy protection; 
to defend us from all evil, and to lead us 
into all good. Grant that whilst we are 
engaged about things temporal, we may 
not forget the things that are eternal, nor 
be unmindful of tiiat great account which 
we must one day give, O Lord ! leave 
us not to ourselves, but guard us from 
those snares and temptations that every 
where surround us. Conduct us by thy 
good Spirit through the affairs and busi- 
ness of this life, that we may at last ar- 
rive at that place of everlasting rest and 
peace, which thou hast prepared for those 
who truly and sincerely love and fear 
thee, through the merits and intercession 
of thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; in whose most comprehensive words, 
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I .«um up my own, and the wants of all 
mankind, saying, 

Ow Father^ 8gc. 

A Prayer for Friday NooUy or any inttr- 
mediate Time of the Day. 

O ALMIGHTY God, who hast pro- 
mised to hear, the petitions of them 
that ask in thy Son's name : I beseech thee 
mercifully to incline thine ears to me, that I 
am. now come before thee to oftei- up my 
prayers at the throne of grace, in tlife name 
and through the mediation of thy beloved 
Son ; for his sake, O ^Lord, I huitibly be- 
seech thee to look upon me with the ten- 
derness and bowels of a compassionate 
Father : and since thou hast taught me to 
call thee Father, O make me to render unto 
thee the love and obedience of a child. 

Give me a holy disdain of the deceitful 
pleasures, honours, and fiches of the 
.world; and so raise* my mind above the 
things of this lite, that I may always have 
xny conversation in heaven, from whence 
I look for my Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ . 

, Strike such an awe into my hearty that I 
may humbly reverence thy name which is 
great, wonderful, and holy, and fear no- 
thing so much as thy displeasure : and O 
do thou establish thy throne, and rule for 
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.ever, in my soul; and by the mighty power 
of thy grace subdue in nie all those rebel- 
lious and coiTupt aflections that exalt them- 
selves against thee; that behig a faithful 
subject of thy kingdom of grace here, I 
niay not fail to attain thy kingdom of glory 
hereafter. 

Enable me, O Lord, by thy grace, cheer- 
fully to submit to thy will in all thy dis- 
pensations, and readily to perform all thy 
commands. Give me that heavenly zeal to 
thy seivice, wherewith the blessed angels 
of thy presence are inspired, that I may 
never be weary of well-doing, nor slacken 
my endeavours after the attainment of ever- 
lasting life; but obeying thee with the like 
fervour and alacrity that they do, I may be 
joined with them to sing eternal praises to 
God, and to the Lamb for ever: 

O Lord! vouchsafe me that continual 
supply of thy grace and Holy Spirit, wliich 
may sustain and nourish my soul unto life 
eternal ; and he thou pleased also to pro- 
vide for my body, whatever in thy great 
wisdom thou seest to be fitting for me. 

O Loixi } I confess I have, by my sin8> 
rendered myself unworthy of the daily 
bread thou feedest me withal; but O let 
thy tender mercies aboimd towards me, 
in the forgiveness of all myosins; and since 
I have so much to be forgiven myself, make 
me always ready io forgive others likewise, 
and to endeavour, as much as is possible, 
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to be merciful, even as thott my Father in 
heaven art merciful. 

But because the frailty of man without 
thee cannot but fall, O. do thou strengthen 
me against the many temptations which 
daily assault me : leave me not under the 
power and dominion of sin, but save me, 
and deliver me for thy mercies' sake, in 
Je^us Christ our Lord ; to whom with thee, 
O Father, and the Hply Ghost, be all glorj^ 
honour, power, and dominion, throughout 
all aged> Amen. 



Ji Prayer for Fridai^ Evening. 

■ ■..'''. 

MOST great, moat holy, and most glo- 
rious Lord God I thou hast created 
the heavens and the earth, and all things 
that are . therein ; thou upholdest them all 
by the power of thy word, and the host of 
heaven pntise thee; what am I, that I should 
presume to speak unto thee, or to lift up 
my eyes to that place of purity where thou 
dwellest ? 

O liord ! thou liatest iniquity with a per- 
fect hatred, yet I am assured, that thou de- 
lightest in the ways of mercy ; that thou art 
a tender lover of souls ; and not only per- 
mittest, but invitest us, miserable creatures, 
to come to thee. 

With humble confidence, then, O Lord, 
I lift up my soul unto theej :btseccl!dTv^tfeRe;^ 
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jn much mercy, to look upon me, and to 
case mc of the burden of my corrupt and 
sinful inclinatiom ; O cast me not away 
, .from thy pres^cnce ; but for the sake of my 
dear Redeemer, receive me graciously to 
thy mercy ; and let the merit of his bittev 
death and passion atone for all the follies 
and miscarriages of my life past. Forgive, 
I nleekly beseech thee, whatever I have 
done ami^ this day, and all my life past, 
-either against thee, my neighbour, or my- 
self j O cleanse me from all my secret and 
unknown transgressions; and, O merciful 
Father, grant that I may seriously consider 
and reflect upon the foulness and deformity 
of sin; and* what, dreadful thr^atnings 
thou hast denounced against it; that I 
may become a true and sincere mourner for 
my past sins, and, a« far as it is {>ossib1e, 
T»deeni' my mis-spent time, by employing 
the remainder of my days in thy service, 
and to thy glory. O make me wise urito 
:aalvation, and give me that hatred and 
abhorrence of sin and iniquity, that I 
may abstain from every kind and sort of 
evil. 

Give me, O Lord, a new heart, new 
affections, and new desires; that I may 
love thee with more sincerity, and serve 
thee with greater faithfulness than I have 
ever yet done. 

Convince me of the vanity and uncer- 
tainty of all things here below, and grant 
fiiat I may make thee my only joy and 
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my delight, my stay aod my trust, my 
guide and my counsellor, and be so de« 
lighted with the ways of thy command- 
ments, that one day in thy service may be 
dearer, to me than a thousand spent in va- 
nity and folly, 

Teach me, O Lord, so to number my 
days, that I may apply my heart, unto ^ 
true wisdom ; and grant, that in the days 
of health and prosperity, I may consider 
my latter ^nd, and remember and provide 
for that great account which I must one 
day give before the judgment-seat of 
Christ ; that when . the hour of my de- 
parture shall . come, . I may meet death 
without fear, and amazement; and with 
a well-grounded hope of thy mercy and 
goodness, may cheerfully resign up ray 
soul into thy hands, and may be willing, 
and even desirous to leave this world, when 
thou, my God, in thy great wisdom, shall 
see it fitting. 

O Lord ! let me never be separated from 
thee ; but grant that I may be of the num- 
ber of thy faithful and obedient servants, 
who are united to thee by grace and good 
works in this life, and will hereafter live 
with thee in endless bliss and . happiness, 
through the merits, and for the. sake of thy ^ 
beloved Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and only 
Saviour. 

O Lord, to thy merciful Providence,. I . 
commend the wauts^ and necessities of all 
nva^xkind; cause th^ light of thy ^loxUivxi* 
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gospel to shine in all the dark comers of 
the earthi In a more esnecial manner, I 
pray for the good and welfare of this 
church land nation to which I belong, be- 
seeching thee to pardon all our sins, to 
turn away thy displeasure front us, and to 
make us a peculiar people zealous of good 
works. 

Protect and defend our Sovereign Lord 
the King, and grant that under him we may 
live quiet and peaceable lives in all godli- 
ness and honesty. 

Bless the work of faith, and labour of 
love of ^all those who zeialously endeavour 
to stop the torrent of vice, and to promote 
the interest of virtue and true religion 
among us. - 

Hear the cry of the poor and needy, 
give ease to those that are under any af- 
^iction of mind and body, and lay not more 
upon tliem than thon wilt enable them to 
bear. 

I pray thee in a more especial manner 
to be gracious to all my friends and rela- 
tions, and more particularly to . O 

Lord! thou art thoroughly acquainted with 
all our wants ; O vouchsafe to give us what 
thou seest best and most fitting both for 
our souls and bodies. 

Accept, ' O merciful Father ! of my un- 
feigned praises for all my blessings, spiritual 
and temporal. 

My health and safety, and all the com- 
forts of my life, proceed from thy bounty 
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Fit aiid prepare me» O Lord> for eyery 
condition and change, but especially for 
my great and lajt cbangCi Strengthen 
my faith in: the time^ of sickness and trial, 
and forsake me not when my strength 
faileth me. Let thy jnerciful eara, O 
Lord| be then open to my prayers; and 
spare me, O iLorid mo^t holy, O God 
most. mighty, Q holy, and merciful Savi- 
our, thou most worthy Judge Eternal; 
suffer me not, at my last hour, through any 
pains of body, or weakness of mind, to let 
go my dependence on thee- 

O let not the. cruel enemy of my soul 
affrighten me with his terrors; but give 
thy holy angels charge ov^r me; and let 
the consolations of thy Holy Spirit fortify 
my mind, and dissipate my feais, said be 
a reviving cordial to my soul at that last 
and momentous period of my life. 

O Lord, leave me not to myself in 
that time of distress,, when I shall stand 
in so much need pf thee. Give me an 
unfeigned repentance of all my sins, great 
love to thee, and charity to my neighbour, 
an entire submission to thy blessed will, 
and (if thou seest fitting) some foretaste 
and assurance of my salvation. But if 
thou, in thy great wisdom, shall not see 
fitting to vouchsafe me so great a mercy, 
yet, O gracious Father, let me not fail in 
the great day of judgment, to hear that 
blessed sentence pronounced unto me,—- 
TVdl done thou good and Jaithjul serooAt^ 

F 
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enter tkau into thy Master^sjoy. Grant this 
O most gracious God, for thy mercy's sake, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord^ 

Be with me, O Lord, this day, in my 
eoing out and coming in; preserve me 
from the dangers of evil company; from 
the deceitfulneiss of my own heart; and 
defend me more especially from those sins 
that are more apt to betray and ensnare 
me. 

Let thy blessing accompany all my ho- 
liest labours and endeavours, and vouch- 
safe me such a measure of health, and other 
temporal mercies, as thou seest best and 
most befitting for me* 
. I desire, O Lord, to leave myself, and 
all my affairs in thy hands, humbly be- 
seeching thee, to take me and all that 
belong to me, under the care and protec- 
tion of thy good providence, and so to 
bless, direct, and guide us, in this life, 
that we may at last obtain that greatest of 
all blessings, the eternal salvation of our 
immortal souls, through the merits, and 
for the sake of thy dear Son and our 
alone Saviour Jesus Christ the Righteous ; 
in the full extent of whose words I de- 
sire to be heard, for myself and all man- 
kind. 

Our Father^ Sfc. 
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A Prayti* for Saturday Noon or any mtcT' 
mediate Time of the Day. 

I ADORE thee, O thou infinitely great 
and good God, Maker and iJord of 
heaven and earth ; worthy art thou to re* 
ccive all honour, glory, and power, for 
thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created. 

Send down thy Holy Spirit, O most 
merciful Father, upon me thy servant; 
and so fill roe with thy heavenly grace 
and benediction, that I may become a 
living temple, sanctified and devoted to 
thy honour and service, and such wherein 
thou m^st delight to dwell, and make the 
place of thy rest and abode both now and 
for ever. 

And to this end, O Lord, eive me 

Suce seriously to consider, that thou art a 
od greatly to be feared for thy power 
and justice; greatly to be belovea, for 
thine infinite per^ction and goodness; 
and greatly to be praised, for thy liberal 
bounty and loving-kindness: that thou 
art both the author and the end of my 
being ; my true and only good ; the cause 
of all my jov and happiness; and 
great centre and stay of thy whole crear 
tion. 

Give me grace also seriously to consider 
what I myself am; that I am ^ cttdX>x\^ 
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a poor, empty, weak, and imperfect being ; 
that I have nothing but what I receive 
from thee ; that I can do nothing but what 
I do by thee, ilor know any thing but in 
thee, and thy light; that in thee I have 
tny life, my motion, my being, my happi- 
ness, arid my all. 

Grant, O LortI, that I miy also seii- 
ously consider, that I am not only a crcar 
ture, but a sinful one ! A creature acting 
against the end of his creation, -against the 
laws of his Creator, against the dignity of 
his nature^ and against his true and best 
interest both here and hereafter: that I 
have not loved thee as I ought, with my 
wholes heart, soul, and strength ; nor as I 
might according to the measures of thy 
grace, and the abilities which thou hast 
given me ; nor, indeed, as I have loved 
this world, and the vanities of it ; having 
been a lover of pleasure, more than a lover 
of God. 

And, lastly, O Lord, give me grace sc* 
riously to consider what I ought to be 
both towards thee, my neighbour, and 
myself; that I ought to be holy, just, cha- 
ritable and temperate; that 1 ought not 
to live carelessly and at random, as those 
that have no sense of thee,: nor of their 
duty, and who believe neither heaven nor 
hell ; but as one who now lives in thy 
presence, and must hereafter give thee an 
account, and be either eternally happy, or 
eternally miserable, according as I demean 
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myself in this short time of trial ; and that 
therefore denying all ungodliness and 
worldly lust, I ought to live soberly, righ- 
teously, and godly in this present world : 
looking for that blessed hope, and the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God, and of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Fix, O Lord, these considerations in my 
mind, and let them sink so deep into my 
heart, that they may bring forth in me the 
fruits of good living; that so my spirit 
may be pure and right within me, my life 
may be holy, my death comfortable, my 
resurrection joyful, and my eternal state 
happy and glorious with thee, my God» 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Prayer for Saturday Evening. 

r\ ETERNAL Being \ Father, Son, and 
^^ Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for 
evermore: I thy unworthy servant adore 
thy glorious Majesty, acknowledging my 
dependence upon thee, and tliat all I have 
proceeds from thine infinite bounty and 
goodness. 

Thou hast shown thyself a most kind 
and indulgent Father : but, alas 1 I have 
been an undutiful and disobedient child, 
and have made ungrateful returns for those 
injftumerable mercies and favours which 
thou hast bestowed upon me. 

O Lord, my conscience accuses me of 
having done man^ things coulxai^ X^ ^2cc) 

F 3 
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blessed will ; of having acted foolishly and 
wickedly, contrary to my best and greatest 
interest. ■ 

• I am sensible, O Lord, that the greatest 
concernments of this world are as nothing 
when compared with eternity ; and yet how 
apt am I to grow careless and remiss in the 
great and important work of my salvation, 
and to suffer my affections to be carried 
away after the things of this life. 

O Lord, the wages, and desert, and pu- 
nishment of sin, is death ; but thou art 
infinite in mercy, and wiliest not the death 
of a sinner ; remember then, I beseech thee, 
thv tender mercies ; and for the sake and 
merits of my dear Redeemer have mercy 
upon me, and be not angry with me for 
ever. Accept of that full, perfect, and suf- 
ficient sacrifice, which thy beloved Son 
offered upon the cross; and through the 
merit of his bitter death and passion, pardon 
all my sins %*, particularly those which I 
have this day committed. O Lord, give 
me an interest in the blood of that imma- 
culate Lamb Jesus Christ ; and grant that I 
may never render those sufferings which he 
underwent for sinners, inefiectual to the 
salvation of my soul. 

Give me grace seriously to consider 
that it is my indispensable duty to forsake 
every evil way. Possess my soul with just 
and lively apprehensions of the infinite 
disproportion there is between this world 
Mnd the next, that I may make a right 
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use and impraoement of all those gracious 
opportunities which thou art pleased to 
give me of working out my salvation, and 
securing an inheritance in that kingdom 
which is to last for ever. 

Let no temptations or allurements di- 
vert me from securing the interest of my 
precious soul; whatever else I leave uur 
done, let that be my great care and cont 
cem, the first and the last of all my tlioughtsi^ 
and tlie cliief business and employment of 
my whole life. 

O Lord, sutler not the affairs or business 
which I am engaged in, to draw my at- 
fections from heaven and heavenly things, 
but grant that I may so pass through 
things temporal, as not to lose the thiEgy 
that are eternal; and that in all the con- 
cernments of this life, I may govern my- 
self by the rules of temperance and 'so- 
briety, justice and honesty, prudence and 
moderation, . and with an entire trust and 
dependence on thy fatherly care and good 
providence; that having always before 
my eyes that great account which I must 
one day give, I may never dare to do any 
thing to dishonour thy name, nor be so 
wretchedly foolish, as to purchase any 
happiness in this world at the expence of 
thy favour: but that making thy laws 
the rule of all my actions, I may approve 
myself to thee as becometh thy servant; 
by being zealous and devout in thy sei^ 
vice; kind and_ charitable towards my 

¥4 
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neighbour, by i being meek aiid patient, 
quiet and peaceable, humble and inof- 
nsnsive towards men; and, as far as in 
me lies, useful and beneficial to the 
world; that so glorifying thee here upon 
cfarth, I may, at my departure hence, en- 
ter into the joy of my Lord, and be for 
ever glorified in thy heavenly kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ, iHy only Saviour and 
Redeemer. 

Be gracious, O most merciful God, to 
the whole race of mankind. Pity the de- 
plorable state of those who know thee 
not, and have never heard of thy name. 
Reform the wicked and impenitent, and 
let all that name the name of Christ de- 
part from iniquity. 

Bless our Sovereign Lord the King, 
and grant that under him we may lead 
quiet and peaceable lives in all godliness 
and honesty. 

• Be mindful, O Lord, of all that are in 
any affliction or distress. Relieve and 
comfort those that suffer for the testimony 
of a good conscience, or that labour under 
the torments of a wound eid spirit. Let the 
sorrowful sighing of the afflicted come be- 
fore thee, and deliver them in thy good 
thne out of all their troubles. 
' - Let. every one of my friends and rela- 
tionsj O Gk)d, be of the number of those 
whom thou lovcst and delightest in. De- 
•fend them from the evils and temptations 
fef this ■ world, and graixt them whatever 
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thou seest needful both for their souls and 
bodies. 

To these my prayers and intercessions, 
I desire to add my unfeigned praises for 
all thy blessings, spiritual and temporal, 
I bless thee more particularly for the mer- 
cies of the day past; for preserving me in 
health and safety ; and for delivering me 
from the evils which I have most justly 
deserved. 

Give me grace to make a right use and 
improvement of all thy mercies ; and vouch- ' 
safe, O Lord, to continue to me thy graci- 
ous favour and protection. Be thou pleased 
of thy ^i-eat goodness to take me, [and my 
dear wife and children] and all that belong to 
me this night, under the care of thy good 
providence. — Defend us from all perils and 
dangers ; and after the comfortable refresh- 
ments of rest and sleep, raise us up in liealljbi 
and safety,, with hearts full of love to thee, 
and zeal to thy service, through Jesus Chrif t 
our Lord, in the fullest sensje of whose words 
I pf ay to be heard; 

Our Father^ 3;c. 
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YOUNG PERSONS avd SERVANTS. 



A Prayer for a Childy to be used Morning 

and Evening. 

ALMIGHTY God, who madest me, 
and hast preserved me to this hour ; 
; I praise and glorify thy holy name for all 
■ thy mercies : O look graciously upon me, 
and bless me ; forgive whatever I have 
* done amiss, and give me grace to remem- 
ber and put in practice my baptismal vow, 
by renouncing the devil and all his works. 
Incline my heart to that which is good, 
aiid create in me an utter dislike and ab- 
horrence of all evil. Put thy fear and thy 
love in my soul, that I may serve thee, and 
worship thee, and keep thy command- 
ments. 

Make me dutiful to [tm/ father and mo- 
titer i\ obedient to my teachers; humble 
and reverent to all my betters ; meek and 
courteous to all people ; and enable me 
to do to others, as I would have them do 
to me. 
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Preserve me from bearing malice Dr ha- 
tred in my neart, from, lyiifg and stealings 
slandering and evil speaking, and all evil 
thoughts, words, and actions. Guide me 
by thy Holy Spirit, that I may live to thy 
glory, and when I die, may attain everlast- 
ing life. 

Lord, bless all my relations and friends]^ 
and save and defend them and me from 
all dangers, this day [or night] and for 
evermore, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Anien. 

Our Father^ Sgc. 

A Morning Prayer for a young person. 

r\ ETERNAL God and heavenly Father ! 
^^ thou art the kind Author of our being; 
be thou the gracious guide of my life ; my 
age is simple and unexperienced, O be 
thou pleased to inspire me with true \yis- 
dom from above, that it may guide and 
direct me in all my ways. I am come into 
a world fiill of snares and temptations. 
O do thou fill me with the knowledge and 
love of thy truth, that it may keep mp 
from the ways that lead to destruction. 

I render thee unfeigned thanks for all 
the blessings I daily receive from thee, and 
for thy particular preservation and refresl^- 
ment of me this night past 

O Lord! have thou mercj upon m^, 
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jtnd for^yC me all my sins; and give me . 
gt^cc to flee all youtlrful lusts, and to re- 
Sifetnber thee my Creator in the days of my 
f6\xih: 

' O possess my heart with the fear of thee, 
atid a dependence upon thee. Let me al- 
ways walk in thy presence, considering I 
must One day die, (I know not how soon) 
and render an account of all the actions of 
my life. Possess also my heart, O my God, 
AVith that natural tenderness for my parents, 
and those that have the care of me, and 
with that Christian sense of my duty to- 
wards them, that my language may be re- 
spectful, my actions dutiml, and my whole 
behaviour such that I may not increase the 
burthen and care of their life, but prove a 
comfort and blessing to them. 

Bless me, O Lord, in my learning, and 
deliver me from slotii and idleness, and ill 
company, and from all dangers, both of 
body and soul; and help me daily to in- 
crease in knowledge and wisdom, and all 
virtue. 

I commend to thy Divine Providence, 
[my father and mother^ my brethren and 
sisters] all my friends and relations, and 
all this family, and all mankind: vouch- 
safe us, O gracious God, all those graces 
fad blessings which thou knowest to be 
iho^t needful for us. 

Unto thee, O my God, do I dedicate 
my soul and body, beseeching thee to 
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take them into thy care and protection, that 
they may always be employed in thy scr* 
vice and to thy glory ; that having served 
thee faithfully m this life, I may at last ob- 
tain life everlasting, through the merits and 
mediation of my blessed Saviour and Re- 
deemer Jesus Christ our Lord ; in whose 
holy name and words I sum up my own and 
tlie wants of all mankind. 

Our Father, S^c. 

An Evening Prayer for a Young Perso^h 

O ALMIGHTY God, and mei-ciful Fa- 
thei', who willingly hearest the prayers 
of all those that call upon thee faithfully; 
I humbly beseech thee to pardon %Vhatso- 
ever thou hast seen amiss in me this day in 
my thoughts, words, or actions. [Here 
mention particulars.] Assist me, O God, 
in making it my constant endeavour to 
resist and conquer every temptation from 
without. 

Help me daily to increase in the know- 
ledge and love of thee, my God, and of my 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Show me the way in which I should walk, 
whilst I am young ; and grant I may never 
depart from it. 

Bless to me, I pray thee, whatsoever good 
instructions have at any time been given 
me : help me carefully to remember them, 
and seriously to practise them, that I may 
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be ever growing in knowledge^ wisdom, 
and goodness. 

Bless and defend our most gracious So- 
vereign Lord King George, our gracious 
Queen Charlotte, their Royal Highnesses 
the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all 
the Royal Family; and all orders of men 
among us, from the highest to tlie lowest : 
Lord, give them all grace in their several 
stations, to be instrvunental to thy glory, 
and the public good. 

Accept, O Lord, of mv humble praise 
and thanksgiving for all the goodness thou 
hast this day, or at any time, showed 
me ; for all the helps of preventing or re- 
straining grace thou hast vouchsafed me ; 
for whatever I have done, which is in 
any measure acceptable to thee ; for what- 
ever progress I have made in my learning; 
for thy preservation of me from all the 
miseries and dangers which frail morta- 
lity is every moment exposed to; parti- 
cularly for — [H€7'e mentio7i thy particular 
Tnercy.'] 

I numbly commit my soul and body to 
thy care tnis night, begging thy gracious 
protection and blessing. 

And all those mercies and blessings 
which I ask for myself, I heartily desire 
for all mankind. Let it please thee to 
guide us all in this present life, and to 
conduct us safe to thy heavenly kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Sa- 
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viour; iu whose most holy name and 
words, I condude these my imperfect 
prayers. 

Our Father J 8^c. 

A Morning Prayer for a Servant. 

OLORD my God, the great Creator 
and Preserver of all mankind ; I bless 
and praise thy holy name for all thy merr 
cies to my soul and body : thou hast given 
me another day, O give me grace to spend 
it to thy honour and glory: enable me 
to work in it the work for which thou 
hast sent me into the world, before the 
night of death cometh, wherein I cannot 
work; that I may not increase the num* 
ber of my transgressions, by running heed- 
lessly or knowingly into the commission of 
any sin. 

O God, the witness of all my actions, 
and judge of all my thoughts and affec- 
tions ; what would become of me if thou 
shouldst enter into strict jud&;ment with 
me! How should I stand berore thy tri- 
bunal, covered with the guilt ai^d shame 
of my sin ! Lord, I repent, increase thou 
my repentance; I repent of — [Here men- 
tiofi those sins which most burthen thy con- 
science.] O be thou reconciled unto me, 
and pardon me, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ : and not only pardon my sins, but 
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deliver me from the power and dominion of 
them. 

I am conscious to myself of great weafce- 
Hess and frailty. O do thou confirm and 
strengthen me ; create in me a clean heart, 

God, and renew a right spirit within 
me : give me a tiiie faith, and inflame 
my heart with a holy love, that I may 
delight in thy commandments ; that I may 
walk before thee in uprightness and fear, 
in faithfulness and honesty : constantly and 
cheerfully depending upon thee ; and doing 
the duty of my place, not with eye-service, 
but with singleness of heart, as knowing 
that I shall be accountable to thee at the 
last day, as well for those duties which 

1 owe my master and mistress, as for those 
which are more immediately to be paid to 
thee. 

O Lord, I beseech thee, keep me from 
all opprobrious and reproachful language ; 
from all lying and slandering; and from 
all unjust and deceitful actions. Make 
me always thankful, humble, and con- 
tented, neither withholding from thee the 
pi-aise due to thy infinite bounty and 
mercy, nor from man the thanks due to 
•him, for any act of kindness or charity to- 
wards me. Help me, O my God, so to 
walk before thee, that my soul may enjoy 
a true liberty; that my life may be full of 
comfort, my death of peace; and that I 
may obtain eternal glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
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Bless this whole family to which I be- 
long; sow in ail our hearts the seeds of 
unfeigned charity, that we may all enjoy 
die comforts of mutual affection, and of 
a mutual assistance and aid in our several 
places. 

Possess us with a just sense of duty to- 
wards thee, and towards man ; that we 
may be living members of thy blessed^ 
Son ; and grant, that being protected by 
thy good providence, directed by thy 
word and assisted by the influence of thy 
Holy Spirit, we may meet in the family 
of heaven, where we shall adore and 
praise thee, love and eryoy thee to M 
eternity, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
in whose most holy name and words I coft- 
tinue to pray. 

Our Father^ ^x. 

An Evening Prayer for a Servant. 

OMY God, my strength, and the rock 
of my salvation, how does my soul 
praise thee, for thy great goodness, and aU 
tlic precious promises of the gospel. 

But, O my God, I have forgotten thee, 
though thou hast given me my being; I 
have forgotten thee, though thou gavest 
thine own Son to redeem me, not only 
to free me from the punishment due to 
my sins, but from the slavery and do^ 
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minion of them, and to procure for me life 
eternal. 

I have feared the displeasure of man 
whose breath is in his nostrils, more tlian I 
have feared thine. 

thou just and holy judge of mankind ! 
I have been more solicitous for the bread 
that perishes, than for thy favour, which is 
better than, life itself. 

1 have sinned against my knowledge, 
thy word, and the motions of thy holy 
Spirit. I have been apt to repine and mur- 
mur at thy providence, and to be discon- 
tented with my condition. [Here mention 
thjf particular sins^ 

But I repent, O my God, of all my sins, 
and humbly beg the assistance of thy 
grace, that 1 may do works meet for 
repentance, and serve thee in truth, and 
with an upright heart, all the days of my 
life. 

Have mercy upon me, O Ix)rd, have 
mercy upon me, and forgive me all my 
offences ; and give me grace to keep upon 
my watch, and guard against them. — 
Enable me sincerely to endeavour to re- 
form and amend my life, that I may every 
day grow and increase in goodness, and be 
so much the fitter for death, the nearer I 
approach to it; and whenever it comes, 
let it find me, O Lord, in a disposition 
and frame of spirit fit to die ; having an 
unshaken faith^ a humble resignation and 
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submission, a holy contempt of earthy and 
a devout love' of heaven. 

Thou hast called me to be a servant but 
thou hast called me to be a son too, and an 
heir of eternal life ; O give me grace to be 
contented, and faithfully to discharge my 
duty. 

Do thou, who never slumberest nor 
sleepest, watch over me, and this whole 
family; let thine angels pitch their tents 
about us this night, let us lie down se- 
curely, and let our sleep be sweet and re- 
freshing to us, for Jesus Christ his sake; 
in whose most holy name and words, I beg 
all things needful both for myself and all 
mankind ; particularly all that I am in any 
way bound to pray for: 

Our Father J S^c. 

A Prayer to be used by a Servant^ at any 
Time of the Day^ or that may be added to 
any other Devotions. 

OLORD my God, thou hast made mc, 
and dost dispose of all things in a wise 
and excellent order ; thou hast placed mc 
in the condition of a servant, O grant that 
I may discharge the duties of it zealously 
and faithfully ; enable me to employ and 
improve the talents which thou hast 
entrusted me with to thy glory, and the 
good of my own soul ; and make me useful 
and serviceable, honest and diligent in the 
station to which it hath pleaded \\xt.^ X^ ^"^ 
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me. O suiTer me not to fall into any breach 
of trust with man, lest I fall under the 
vengeance of thee, my God. 

Keep me, I beseech thee, from pride and 
frowardness, from discontent and murmur- 
ing, and give me a m^ek and humble 
spirit. 

O thou lover of peace and concord, en- 
able me to live in brotherly affection, unity, 
and concord, with my fellow-servants; and 
grant that we may be a mutual comfort, 
and afford mutual assistances to each other, 
as well in our spiritual as temporal con« 
cems* 

Xord, let not my soul, by any conni- 
vance, or encouragement, or any other act 
of mine, lie under the guilt of being the 
occasion of the discontent, or injury, or 
ruin of any family or person ; but make me 
an instrument of peace and prosperity 
wherever I am. I know, O Lord ,that hu- 
mility and industry are virtues that are not 
so pleasing to a carnal mind ; but do thou 
make me sensible how great the recompense 
of self-denial, and all other virtues will one 
day be. 

Make me, O Lord, to remember that I 
am always in thy sight, and that thou dost 
ponder all my paths ; that I may be fully 
convinced, that both my temporal and eter- 
nal interest depend upon the faithful and 
conscientious performance of my duty; 
that so I may not be seduced or discouraged 
by any temptation whatsoever, but still 
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looking up to God, and having regard to 
the recompense of reward, I may run with 
patience the race that is set before me, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the fullest 
sense of whose words, I pray to be heard 
for myself and all mankind. 

Our Father^ 8^e. 

* Though these three prayers are all that 
are particularly provided for the use of 
servants : yet it is hoped, they will not 
look upon themselves excused from using 
others ; but that when they have leisure 
and opportunity, they will make use of 
some of the morning and evening prayers 
for private persons, as well as some of the 
other prayers for the intermediate times of 
the day.' 



t 



EJACULATIONS 



ON 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 



Acts of Adoration and Praise. 

1. T3LESS the Lord, O my soul! O Lord 
JD my God, thou art become exceed- 
ing glorious, thou art clothed with honour 
and Majesty. 

2. O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! 
in wisdom hast thou made them all ; the 
earth is full of thy riches ! 

3. To the only wise God, our Saviour, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen. 

4. Be thou exalted, Lord, in thine own 
strength, so will we sing and praise thy 
power. 

5. Blessing and honour, glory and power, 
thanksgiving and praise, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb, 
for ever and ever. 

6. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all 
that is within me praise his holy name: 
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praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
all his benefits. 

7. O magnify the Lord our God, and 
fall down before his footstool; for he is 
holy. 

8. Blessed be the God ^and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christy whidi according to 
his abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope of an inheritance, 
incorruptible and undefiled, that fadeth not 
away. 

9. Thy righteousness, O God, is very 
high ; great things, O Lord, are they which 
thou hast done : O God, who is like unto 
thee ! 



Acts of Contrition J with Petitions for Pardon 
andGrace^ that we may reform and amend 
our Lvoes. 

\. r\ REMEMBER not the sins and of- 
\J fences of my youth, but according 
to thy mercy think thou upon me. 

2. For thy name's sake, O Lord, be mer- 
ciful unto my sin, for it is great. 

3. Enter not into judgment with thy ser- 
vant, O Lord, for in thy sight shall no man 
living be justified. 

4. Have mercy upon me, Q Lord, after 
*^y great goodness; according to the 
multitude of thy mercies do away mine 
•oflfences. . . 
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5. Who can tellhowoftheoflFendcthJ O 
cleanse thou me from my secret faults. - 

6. Order my ateps in- tbj. word, and let 
not any iniquity have dominion over me. 

7. Show me thy ways, O Lord, and 
teach me thy paths. 

' 8. Pity, O/Lord, the present frailty of 
'thy servant, and suffer not my blindness to 
lead me into suin. 

9. Suffer not my frailties to become a 
custom, lest I die impenitent, and perish 
without recovery, 

10* O thou great physician of souls, cure 
<me of all my sinful distempers, and fix me 
in an even and constant holiness. 

11. Imprint on my mind this important 
truth ; that the pleasures of sin arc short 
and momentary, but the pain and torment 
eternal, and, that the best that can follow, 
is a bitter repentance, 

12. O Almighty Lord God, mortify 
and kill all vices in me; and so sirengthc^n 
me with thy grace, that by the inno- 
cency of my life, and the constancy of 
my faith, I may glorify thy great and holy 
name. 

13. Grant me the true circumcision of 
the spirit, that my heart and all my mem- 
bers being mortified from all worldly and 
carnal lusts, I may in all things obey, thy 
blessed will. 

14. ' Grant that I being regenerate and 
made thy child by adoption and grace. 



Part I: seaerai-Occasions. 145 

daily be renewed by thy Hohr Spirit, til! 
I come to the measure of the stiture 
of the fulness of Christ, urito a perfect 
man. 

15^ Enable me to lovie my enemies ancf 
to do good to those that hate me, and pfdy 
for them that despitefuUy us^ me/ajKl per- 
secute me, in obedience to tjie totttman^ 
and imitation of th[eexam{>Ie of mygreai 
I-ord and Master, Christ JiesuS. ' 



Occasioml EJdcuIdtiamfof our Advancement, 
and impr&oement in a Chrisiian Life. . 

■ * " 

1. OET a watch, O Lord^ beforemy moifth, 
O and keep th(i' door of my lips/ 

2. O Let* not mine heart be inclined to 
any evil thing ; let me not be oqcupicd in 
ungodly works. 

3. O hold my goings in thy paths, that 
my footsteps slip hot. 

4* Cause me to know the way wlidrein 
I should walk, for I lift up my soul unto 
thee; 

5. Make thou thy servant to delight iix 
that which is good. 

&' Grant that all carnal affections may 
die in ine> and all things belonging to the 
Spirit may live and grow in me. 

7. Deliver me, O Lord, from the occa- 
sions of sin, and the importunities of such 
as delight in folly. Deliver mt ftc«xi \!ke, 

G 
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snare of enticipg company, and the dan- 
gerous infection of ill i^xample. 

8. Ojant, O God, that like as I have 
received of thy holy prophets, of Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, now I ought to 
wilk to please thee, so I may abound 
mbr^ and more. ^ 

'9. Hake me to understand the way of 
thy conmiandments, and so shall I talk of 
thy wondrous works. 

10. O that my ways were made so direct 
that I might keep thy statutes. 

1 1. O let my mouth be filled with thy 

Erais(e, that I may sing of thy glory and 
onour all the day long. 

12. O let me have understanding in the 
way pf godliness; 

13. Try me, O God, and seek the ground 
of my heart ; prove me, and examine my 
thoughts ; look if there be any way of 
wickedness in me ; and lead me in the way 
everlasting. 

14- Grant, O God, according to the 
riches of thy glory, that I may be strength- 
ened by tne might of thy Spirit in the 
inner man, that Christ may dwell iu my 
heart by faith. 

15. Grant that I being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to com pre- 
lend, with all s^nts, what is the length, 
and breadth, and depth of the love of 
Christ, which passeth all human knowledge ; 
and that I may be filled with all the fulness 
of God. 
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16. Give me understanding and I shall 
keep thy law, 

17. (5 that my soul could love thee 
without limits^ as- thou art in thyself in- 
finitely amiable. 

1 8. Lead me forth in thy truth, and learn 
me; for thou art the God of my salva^ 
tion. 

19. O deal with thy servant. according 
to thy loving mercy, and teach m^. thy sta- 
tutes. 

SO. O God of peace, sanctify me wholly, 
that my whole spirit, soul, and. body, may 
be preserved blameless unto the cq^)ing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

21. Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 



Ejaculations in Time of Temptation and 

Affliction. 

1. TTEIiP me, O Lord my God; O save 
. jLjL me according to thy mercy. ; 

2. Be not thou far from me, O l^ord; 
thou art my succour, haste thee to help 
me. .. , 

3. O Ideep my soul and deliver me, let 
me not be ashamed, for I put my trust in 
•thee. Let integrity and. uprightness pre- 
serve me, for I wait oji thee. 

4. Grant that J may have power and 
strength to bave tvictory^ find, to triumph 
against the devil, the world, and.the, fleaU^ 

G a 
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5. L^t my -complaint come before thee, 
O Lord, give me understanding according 
to thy word.' 

6\ O hide not thou thy face from me, nor 
cast thy servant away in displeasure. 

7. Cbmfmt the soul of thy servant, for 
unto thee, O Lore!, do I lift up my soul. 

8. Hide not thy face from me, in the 
timfeof my trouble; incline thine ears unto 
me'whctt^I^call ; O hear me,- and that right 
soon. 

9.0 deliver mfe from the wrongful deal- 
ings ef'ttfcn; and so shall I keep thy com - 
niaSaiftm6nt&.' • * - 



*■ ■ ■ • ■ > 

Qeneral Intj&ccas'mns far all Mankind. 

1. r\ MERCIFUL God, cause all them 
Vy that sleep in sin to awake, cause 
them to arise from the dead, that Christ 
may give them life. 

2. Let the people praise thee, OGod; 
yea, let all the people praise thee, that thy 
name may be great among the Gentiles, 
from the rising of the sun unto the going 
down of the same. 

3. O let tfee wickedness of the wicked 
•come to an end, but establish thou the just. 

4. O tontiliue thy loving kindness to 
them that know thee, and thy righteous- 
ness to thie upright ill' heart, - 

'•! 5. Gtatat that all estates of men in thy 
holy churchy and every member of the 
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same, in his vocation and ministry, may 
truly and godly serve thee. 

6. I^t wfji:iest3,beclotJied with righte* 
ousness, and thdr lips preserv^e know- 
ledge. 

7. Let all that put their trust in thee 
rejoice; let them ever shout for joy because 
thou defendcst them : let them,, that love 
thy name be joyful in thee. 

J Grace before Meat. 

Bless to ufly O.Lord, these thy good crea^ 
tures which we are now about to receive. 
Give them strength to nourish us, aqd us 
grace to serve thee, through Jews Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



A Grace after Meat. 

We ackupwledge, O * God, our depepd- 
— ^ce upon thee, and give tihee thanfcs for 
feeding us at this time, and for all thy 
other benefits, [preserve thy universal 
church, the King, the Royal Family, and 
these realms, and g^nt lis grace, and peace, 
and life ^ everlasting]' through Jesus Christ 
our iMd. Ameru 
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ALPHABETICAL TABLE 



OF THE 



Weekly Collects in the Book of Common Prayei\ 
reduced under proper Heads. 



JpRAYERS for Deliverances from^ and Support under 
Afflktitms, Collects for the 3d Sunday after 
^ff^fhmig; 8lh iAer 3Ktttry> and 6ik Sunday m LtnL 

Angeh. 

A Prayer for the Guardianship of Angels, Collect 
ibr St. AfitrXoe/. 

Charity. See£.ocr. 

Chastity, 

A Prayer for Chastity. Collect (or the 1st Sunday 
in Lent. 

Christ. 

Prayers for the Imitation of Christ, Collects for the 
Sunday next before Eoff^fr, and the second Sunday after 
EaHer, 

For the benefit of Chrises Death. Collect for the 
AuMmciatian. 

Church. 

^.Prayer for the Universal Church* Collects for the 
5tfa Sunday after Epiphany ^ the 3d Sunday after Easter ,, 
%t.John^ and the two 1st Collect's for Goad-Friday, the 
5th« J6tb> and 22d Sundays after Trinity. 

For the Unity of the Church. Collect for St. ^tmoit 
and JtMfe. 

Comfort. 
mA Prater for Spiritual Contort. Collect for the 
Smsday after the Aiscenxim,. 
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Contritwn. 

A Prayer for CarUritumi Collect for Aah-Wedneg* 
day. 

Covetousness, 

A Prayer against Cavetomnesa, Collect for St. Mat- 
thew'8 Day. 

Courage. 

A Prayer for Chrbtian Courage. Collect for St. John 
Baptist. 

Entmk$. 

A Prayer for Dtliveraoce from all our Enemies. 
Collect for the 3d Sunday in Lent. 

Example. 

Prayers that we may follow the Example *of .C%ist. 
Collect for the Sunday next before Easter^ .find the 
2d Sunday after Easter.. . * 

Prayers dit a nght fM ^rm FaHh. Collect for 
Trinity Sunday, St. Thanu^ apd St. Murk. ' 

For jPotYA, Hope, and Charity. Collect for tlie Utli 
Si(M4&iy after Trmtl'jf. 

Prayers for Grace and Assistance in our Christian 
Course. Collects for the 4th' Sunday in Advent, 2d in 
JLra^, £a«f«r iXi^, 1st, 7th, and iSth after Trinity. 
Prayers for Heavenly Denirea. Collect for Aseetkskm 
Day. 

For Admittance to the Enjoyment of God in Heaven. 
Collects for the Epiphany, attd the 6th Sunday after ; 
the Sunday after Ascension* 

Humility. , 

A Prayer for Hitrntlity 2Lnd Patience. CMepifor 
the Sunday before Easter. 

fUnmiuwiion* 

Prayers for UlummaUmi^ or a right Judgment in all 
Things. Colkcto for tbe Isi Sumday after fp^Aany, 
aod the 9th after Tnntt^. \- 

6 4 
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Judgments. 

Prof/eti for Deliverance {xoxxk Judgments. CoUects 
for Siepittagesifna, Sexagesimal and the 41 1) Sunday m 
Lent. 

Love. 

Prayers foir the Love of God and his Laws. Collects 
for the 4th Sunday after Easter^ and the 6th, 7tii, aixi 
14tb after Trinity. 

For Love and Charity. Collect for Quinquagesima 
Sunday. 

Ministers. 

■ A Prayer for the fltne^ of Ministers, Collect for 
St. Matthias. 
That they may be diligent. Collect for St. Peter's 

' That Iheir Labours may be sncoetsrul. Collect for 
the SA Sunday in Adventm 

Mortifieaiian. 

Primers for-Mortificatian, Collects for Circumeition 
wad EasteV'Eve. 

Obedience. 

Prayers that we may obey and fdlow the Doctrine of 
the Apostles. Collects for the Conversion of St, Paul, 
and for St. John Baptist. See Good Works. 

Prayer. 

u ' \For the Acceptance of our Prayers. Collect for the 
iOtd Sunday after Trinity. 

Providence. 

Proy^*. for Protection by God's Providence. Col- 
iects for 2d, 3d, 4th, and 20th Sundays after Trinity. 

Purity. 
A Prayer for Purity of Heart. Collect for the 
Pwr^lcation. 

Regeneration. 

A Prayer for it. Collect for Christ mas- Day. 

Religion. 
. A Prayer thol we may i» trnly religious. Collect 
Ar the Ztb Sunday after Trinity. 
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Saint8. 

Prayers for the Imitation of tbem. Collects for St 
Stephen, St. Philip, St. James, St. John Baptist, and 
All Saints. 

Scripture. 

A Prayer before reading the Scriptures. Collect for 
tlie 2d Sunday in Advent. 

Sin. 

Prayers for Conversion from Sin. Collects for the 
1st Sunday in Advent, the Ist Sunday after Easter, St* 
Andrew, St. James, and St. Matthew. 

For pardon of 5tit. Collects for the 12th» 21st, and 
24th Sundays after Trinity. 

Sincerity. 

A Prayer for it. Collect for the 3d Sunday after 
£asffr. 

Ho/jf Spirit. 

Prayer for the Direction of the //o/^ Spirit. Col- 
lects for the 19th Sunday 'dfier Trinity, and the 5th after 

Prayers for Deliverance from and Support under 
Temptations. Collects for the 4th Sunday after Epi- 
phany, and the 2d in Lent. 

Thoughts. 

A Prayer against evil Thoughts. Collect for the 5th 
Sunday s&er Easter. 

Unbelievers. 

A Prayer for Jews, Turks, Injidels, and Heretics^ 
The 3d Collect for Good-Friday. 

Good Works. 

Prayers for Fruitfulness m Gootf ^orAr«. Collects for 
the Sih. Sunday idSiet Easter, and the 1st, 9th, 1 1th, ISth^ 
1 7th, and 26th Sundays after Trinity. 

THE END OP THE FIRST PART. 
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OF • ^ 

• > - • 

PRIVATE DEVOTIONS. 



PART II. 



AN OFFICE OF HUMILIATION. 

THE design of this good offic* is, to 
furnish the good Christian; who hai 
set aside the whole or any part ot . a day^ to 
humble himself before God for his ^ins^"" 
with •uch prayers as may be proper upoB 
such occasions. In the use of the confe^ 
sions^ as, indeed, of ahnostall private pray- 
ers, every one m\ji&t suppli/ or omit as^ his 
circumstances require; the design hereof 
being to provide only for tlic most ordinary 
waniSi of a Christian,^ on such occasions. 
:And as:'>to his use of more or fewer qf* 
these prayers, he is deft to his own rfi^a?'^ 
tiani HsJweandopporiiaiity.ma^v^^:f^ ^^ 

G 6 
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because the devout Christian will find him- 
self disposed/ especially after retirement, 
and serious recollection, to render thanks 
to Almighty God, for the many mercies he 
has received at his hands, and to intercede 
for otl^ri^as ^dl ai hinoself, . tffiei^ Lb added 
a general thanksgiving and intercession; 
either of which may also be used at other 
times, particularly in our evening retire- 
ment upon the Lord's J)ay. 
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OF SELF-EXAMINATION. 



After you home f erf ^vmeA your ordinary De- 
votions for the Day J you may zise this 
J^fflyir before E^vaminatiqn. 

THOU great Searcher of hearts who 
lieest and kno west of all my sins, help 
me S0> to search every secret of my hes-rt^ 
^tbat I inay leave no sin, if possible, unre^ 
fiented of; Give me grace so impartially 
to judge and condemn myself, so humbly 
to repent and beg pardon that I may not 
be condemned, when I shall appear at thy 
tribunal, in the great and terrible day of the 
Lord Jesus. 

Btit, alas! iafter the most strict exami- 

* nation we can make, who can number his 

inimiities? who can tell how oft he offend- 

f^r ckame m$ therefore, O Lard) I be- 
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seech thee, riot only .from my presumptu-* 
ou$ and kiuowin 3in9, but from all secret aiicl 
unknown transgressicrtijs, i for. hi^ s^ke who 
died for. dinners, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. .-. • 

Motives to Examination; together with sanii 
Rules to be observed th&ein. 

HAVING devoutly prayed for God's 
assistance, doubt riot but he will 
vouchsafe it you. And the better to dis- 
pose your heart to tlie duty of Self-Exa- 
mination. 

" Consider seriously with yourself: that 
it is appointed far aU men once to die, and 
after death to be called tojtidgment. That 
God hath appointed a day in which he xchll 
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus 
Christ. At whose coming all men shall rise 
again with their bodies^ and shall give an 
account of their awn works : and they that 
hace done good, shall go into life everlast' 
ing; and they that have done evil, into eoer^ 
lasting fire: for the books shall be (^cned^ 
and the dead shall be judged out of the 
things written in these bodes aecorSng to 
their works. And then consider how 
much, how nearly it coBOems yoa to 
judge yourself before that time, that yoa 
be not judged, that is condemned of the 
Lord." 

'' Since then you must give an account 
'^ of jouisel^ of ail youi uou^v^ HiQ(t^^ 






us Mothes to Part ^. 

"and actions, and be acquitted or con- 
*• demned at the last day, according as they 
" have been conformable to the law of 
** God or not; with what seriousness, with 
" what sincerity, and religious awe, ought 
" you to set about this ^reat work ! so that 
"by comparing your life -with the law of 

God, you n[iay perceive wherein you have 

done amiss, and heartily repent of your 
"sins; and, by the grace of God, resolve 
"to lead a new life ; in all things conform- 
" ing yourself to his holy will and pleasure, 
" and then you shall not be condemned of 
" the Lord. 

Again. Consider with yourself, that 

now is the time of salvation ; that by 
** the use of these means of grace, you 

may get an opportunity of reconciling 
** yourself to your offended God, of doing 
'^ the work you are set to do ; and of mak- 
^* ing yourself capable of salvation; which 

you know not how soon may be taken 

from yoii. 

" And that this consideration may have 
" the better effect upon you; imagine your- 
" self a while in the other world, among 
** separate and departed spirits, whose sea- 
." son and opportunity of action is over ; 
^ upon whom the sun of grace, as well as 
" natural life, is gone down, and that night 
*' come, in which no man can work ; 
" who are either happy or miserable for 
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^* Consider with yourself seriously the 
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" conditio^ of these spirits, what thoughts 
and sentiments they have of things, 
what sense they have of a holy and re- 
ligious life ; what inward rejoicings and 
raptures those have, who were so wise 
" aAd happy as to applv themselves to 
virtue and piety : and now do they now 
justify and approve their conduct, 
" blessing and admiring the grace and 
" goodness of God. And what anguish, 
* rage, self-condemnation, and regret, thqse 
" return upon themselves, who lived anrf 
" indulged themselves in sin and wicked- 
ness ! how do they unwish all their past 
thoughts and actions, their designs and 
" undertakings, their business and emyloy- 
** ments, their pleasures and their friend- 
** ships, their vain conversations, and their 
" merry meetings, their jests upon religion, 
" and upon good men, yea, and their very 
*-* beings too ; I say, how do they unwish 
** all these things ; how passionately do 
^* they wish again for those opportunities 
" which they once had, but can never 
^* again recover ; and which you how have, 
but are too apt to mispend and trifle 
away ; not considering this life is the 
^ only opportunity for transacting the gteat 
" affair of eternity ; and that though it is 
"now in your power to be happy, yet it 
" will not be always so ; for your day will 
** end, and y6ur liight will come. And, 
^ therefore, it highly concenis you to ebi- 






u 



k 



160 .Motives tp , ParMI; 

ploy the present time well, and . to work 
whilst it is (day, before theiiight coton^th,^ 
•* when no ipan can work, Consider $Qn^ 
*/ ously of these thipga, aftd by the grape 
" of God, they will y^prl? upon your hearty 
and make it more humble, more qpiisi- 
derate, more disposed for repentance and 
" devotion, and more susceptible of divine 
" impressions. 

2,dly^ "After you h^ve so long consi- 
** dered of these things, as to be. affected 
" yrith them, set yourself as in the presence 
** of Almighty God, who knoweth all things, 
*• and carefully exanpine jntp the state and 
" condition of your soul. For which pur- 
** pose you may use the heads of exjamina- 
*' tion that follow, or such other as you 
** find better suited to your condition^ and 
" where you find you have offended Qod, 
*' you ought sorrowfully to confess ajnd be- 
" wail your having sodon^, and i:;€;30lYe, 
" by his grace, to amendfor the AitiHe, , 

" For you are tp consider, exaruiuation 
" is in order to attajn a true ajid /Jisfinct 
" knowledge of yourself, and. the actions 
" of your past life ; and especially, tp bring 
your sins to remembrance, with all their 
aggravating circumstances : so that con^ 
" sidering the folly of them, and evil con- 
" sequence thereof, you may be brought to 
" a hatred and abhorrence of them, to a 
** hearty sorrow for them, and. thorough 
^* purpose of forsaking them. And, more- 
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" over, examination is in order to recollect 
what temptations have usually prevailed 
on you, and to consider before-hand, 
"whatever the same, or some other, are, 
*f or, may be most hable to prevail, so that 
" you may arm yourself against them by 
" noly resolutions, and watchfulness, and 
" circiunspection ; and also to try the tem- 
"per and disposition of your mind and 
" qcart, whether you are so resigned, con- 
" tented, and humble, and have such love 
andicharity, and such other holy disposi- 
"/ tionSy as the gospel requires ; that it you 
! -haye nOt, you may endeavour,, by the 
f aissi^tance of Gbd's grace, to attain them : 
*^ jand also may take up such holy resolu- 
tions^ that every thought (so far as^ human 
infirmity :will admit) may be brought into 
fubjecjtion to tlie will of God. And when 
" yoa'h^v^ in some measure attained tone w« 
** ness of life, you must endeavour to grow 
** itt grace and in thev knowledge of our 
" Xord Jesus. Christ. 

" I say, Self-Examination is in order to 
" bring you to a ifcrue and sincere repent- 
'f a»ce ; by which I do not, mean, a sorrow 
" foir sin,<mly, but also sutt entire change of 
"mind,: and an effectual > reformation of 
" ilife ;,^8Q ais hereafter to deny all ungodliness 
^^.afidwbridly lusts^ ondtQ Ivoe soberly ^ rigk- 
" teomly^ ^^.godly^ in 'this present evil 
^* tiw*&i;.not'allQfwing y^mrself in die con- 
^^ tinuiance of aay known sia; but sjncerely 
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** practising whatsoever you shall under- 
" stand to be your duty ; and to bring forth 
f^ fruits meet for repentance^ by ceasing to 
" do evily ahd learning to do good : that is, 
" in short, to live a holy life, which con- 
" sists in a constant and persevering obedi- 
" ence to all the commands of God, in a 
" gospel sense ; (allowing for human weak- 
" nesses and imperfections) which T take 
" to be the proper notions the Holy Scrip- 
" tures give of repentance^ and upon which 
" only there is any promise of salvation. 

" When therefore you have carefully ex- 
** amined yourself, and (as it may be proper) 
" set doVn in writing what sins you find 
you have committed, and what duties 
you have neglected ; consider them in all 
*' their aggravating circumstances ; whe- 
:*^ thcr they have been done against the 
" checks of your conscience, against the mo- 
** ti&ns of God's Holy Spirit , and, perhaps, 
" some of \htm frequent bfy and against your 
" resolutions to the contrary. But there 
" may be yet greater aggravations of sin ; 
" namely, when the sinner hath committed 
" it so often, and lived in it so long, that it 
** is become habitual or customary to him ; 
'* and instead of being ashamed and con- 
" founded for it, he makes a mock at it; 
" and not only takes pleasure and delight, 
" but boasts and glories therein. The ne- 
cessity of considering the several aggra- 
'* vations of our sins, appears from hence ; 
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" because the circumstances we were in, 
" when we committed such or such a sin, 
" may not a little enhance and increase our 
" guilt ; and a sin, amended with many ag- 
" grcwating circumstances in the commission 
" thereof, requires a proportionable degree 
" of sorrow and humiliation, in order to 
*• our forsaking it, and obtaining pardon 
•^ for it. 

" This being done, endeavour to possess 
" your mind with a true sense of the great 
*^ toil of Sin; how contrary it is to God's 
*' holiness J to his rr«7/, to his commands, his 
*^ goodness J his justice, and especially to the 
** great inystery oi godliness ; how contrary 
'* also is it to man, to his reason and con- 
*^ science, to his inward peace and satisfac- 
** tion, and to his interest, temporal and 
** spiritual, present and future ; that this is 
** tne only evil, which was thought worthy 
** of the Son of God to deliver us from, 
" who died to redeem us from the bondage 
" of Sin and Satan. 

•* In the height of all that love, which the 
" compassionate Saviour of the world had 
" for perishing mankind, he did not think 
" fit to" rescue them from pain, sickness, po- 
" va^ty, disgrace, or any of the common 
" afflictions of human life ; no, nor even 
'^ from death itsdf. All these seemed to 
** be below his notice ; only sin and damna- 
^* tion appeared to him to be evils so great, 
^* that he would not endiire the thoughts of 
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* our being subject to them. For God so 

* Iffoed the worlds that ke, gave his only be- 
^ gotten Son J to the end thaf. all that believe 

* tn him, (that is sfo 4)eiieve in him ias to 

* obey him) should not perish but have eve?^- 

* lasting life. I add obej/y because in this 
rtext, as in divers others, fhe word belief 

* is taken for the whole of religion^ obedi- 
' ence^ as well asjaith. 

" Endeavour to keep a; constant remem- 
brance of all these things in your mind ; for 
tliey win be of great nse to youy. not only 
to lead you to a true repentance for what 
is past, but to prevent ypui? falling into 
sin for the future. 

" It will be impossible to give such di- 
rections for the performance of this duty, 
as will be proper for all persons ; those 
who have Iqd wicked iives, and have for 
a long time put off repentance, have to 
be sure a great account to make up ; and 
therefore must spend the more time and 
pains in reconciling themselves, consider- 
ing their past lives, and forming good 
resolutions. Those that began this duty 
betimes, and who, by the grace of God, 
have been kept in their youth from con- 
tracting vicious habiis, or committing 
any great sins, have less to do, when they 
set about this duty: nevertheless, self- 
exaiiiiination, &c. being a duty, so often, 
and so plainly taught by God in Holy 
Scripture, who best knew the necessity 
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"and advantage of'it; no one that is a 
Ghristkn, ought to neglect, or perform 
li slightly. ' 

^^ When you examine yourself, let it be 
'(JAiig% about your wiiful sins', and sins of 
" commissitm; 2ind be not over-scrupulous, 
" either to accuse yourself of sin you never 
** committed, or ' to reckon up all your in- 
" firmities ; for that would render your ex- 
'^ amination endless and impracticable : and 
though there may be some sins that you 
may doubt whether you have committed ; 
" others you may fear you have forgot; yet 
*' be not discouraged, for when you have 
" acted honestly and sincerely, rest satis- 
*' fied ; it being all that religion requireth ; 
** but what sins you cannot recollect and 
'' find out, so as particularly to confess and 
, " bewail, you ought to conclude under a 
" general repentance for whatsoever you 
** have done amiss ; and to pray that 
^' God would cleanse you from these secret 
'' faults. 

" When you have once thoroughly exa- 
'* mined your life, you must not think your 
" work is at an end ; but must frequently 
*' exercise yourself therein ; and the oftener 
" you do so, the more easy and delightful 
" you will find it. At such times it may 
" not be necessary that you should examine 
" your whole life with that strictness you 
** did at first; but chiefly examine yourself 
*^ how you have kept your good resolutions, 
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^^ what prdgreas ^ou have* made in a religi- 
<< ous course, of hfe, and what sins of com- 
" mission or omission you have heen guilty 
^^ of, since your last examination, and how 
tfyou came to fall into them; what the 
." temptations, what the circumstances and 
^^ occasions ; that yoi) .may arn): yourself 
** a^nst them ; and ao: ^itvpid them for the 
"time to come.** 
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GENERAL HEADS 



OF 



EXAMINATION. 



/^ MY soul, enter into the considera^ 
^^ tion of thine own state, search thy 
heart to the bottom ; ask thyself " what 

* thbu hast done ? how hast thou carried 

* thyself since the time thou wast by bap- , 

* tism first admitted into covenant with 

* God, or since thou didst last renew that 

* covenant with him? How hast thou 

* behaved thyself with respect to the du- 

* ties thou owest to God, thy neighbour, 
' and thyself." 

I. Of our Duty towards God. 

HAVE I loved God before, and above 
all other things ? 

Have I received the Scriptures, not as 
the word of men ; but as they are in truth, 
the word of God ? . 

Have the promises and threatenings there- 
in prevailed with me to govern myself 
according to the hoi v and admirable pre- 
cepts therein deli vered ? 

Have I notjprofaned the, holy and dread- 
ful ^name of God, by perjury ot wwlac^^>i!t 
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oaths, or by customary swearing or cursing 
in my common conversation? 

Have I Hot iTFeverently' inentioned the 
name of God in my common conversa- 
tion ? 

Have 4^ lloMOured; him by a reverent 
usagb *' of whatsoever things or persons be- 
long to him and are dedicated to his ho- 
nour and service ? 

Have I religipusly observed the day set 
apart for his . more immediate worship, in 
^ keeping it hoiyy to those ends for which 
it;)vas appointed; by attending thie public 
service of the rchurch; in reading and hear- 
ilig)iis holy /Word,r. in prayer and meditation 
and good discourse?. : 

Have I so littje regarded this holy day, 
as to spend it in travelling, and taking 
unnecessary journies thereupon, such as I 
might as well have gone on ,-any other 

day ? 

Have I. spent and squandered^ it away in 
useless and unnecessary visits, in recrea- 
tions, or iu : wicked apd unprofitable con- 
versation, or in following the works of my 
calling? 

Have I trusted in God, and acknowledged 
my dependence upon hini only ? 

Have I every day duly prayed to him 
and praised him for his mercies ? 

And when I have done it at church, or 
at home in my family, or in secret by my- 
self, hath it been only of custom, or 
with a such a senac of God and such se^- 
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riousnesSy feirency, and afibctdon, as he 
Teqnires? 

Have I used such ^^ousiderations hefore- 
hand, as might enable me rightly to per- 
form the same ? 

Have I laboured to form such apprehen- 
skmsof God as are worthy of his adorable 
Majesur^ and to furnish my mind with use* 
ful and necessary knowledge ? ' 

Have I (notwithstanding the means of 
graoe^ and the light of the gospel) suffei^eA 
myself to live in ignorance of nim, itnd my 
duly? 

Hath the consideration of his infinite 
power made me feaiful to oiFend him? 

Have I feared man more than God, by 
committing sin, to avoid disgrace or any 
temporal evil ? 

Have I presumptuously hoped for salva- 
tion, whilst I continued to live in the wil- 
ful commission of one or more sins? 

Have I not been so foolish as to put off 
my repentance, thereby rendering myself 
less able to set about it? 

Wave I resigned myself, and all my con- 
cerns, to the all-wise and good providence 
of God? 

'Have I endeavoured to bear his afflicting 
hand with patience and humility; consi- 
dering that the greatest sufferings I can un- 
dergo in this world, are much less than the 
desert of my sins ; or have I not murmured, 
or been impatient under any trouble that 
bas befallen me ? 

vL 



Have I had a more special love to ^11 trae 
^Wd m^reammUDii/^hotiie ^«t their In- 
(|lnllit!««r/ tua- htsHt^ly'^eAfiiS and isdugbt 
•*lfcifwilfiMff''''^^'''> ^ •>•=;.:;- • 
-'«^Ha*« I'oB*gtvfed 6lltih in my^iiordsi and 
^iSXiirgi,- ^M 6e/tt(ticWmth all men ? ' 

&«9tl fiOttffiM^ ^ lyiti^ falsehood, 
^fHraisriei^retleti^dh? "■.'■■■ 
•'■«IIaW I'^rftrfttrtd iiy tt^brds and con- 
>ttiH^' with'' slllifllin^l' ttkadmir^, and de- 
'Mk?- "■'•■' •■.■'','•■■■•" ^ ' '*■■" •' • '' 

« haqiiiif^q_ ciat<ril!d it with aii-h«iibble, quiet, 
Va(dipis«6ealjili6'1iipirit tD-bH iii^n, arbidiiiv (as 
roucii as within me. lay) all occailiiD6s or ot- 
•l^fece;- ifB»i«l«, -oridiBfeTeilebf ^ ' 
'On the contttkiy, have I tiot widened and 
enlarsed them? 

- ^'^ HM^ I been catefbl of those of my fa- 
*tiiify, iny friends, and relations, or any others 
that are committed to my care, to counsel, 
to comfort, to reprove^ as occasion was 

'igfiveii, and need required?' 

... ..., ■.. ■ . 

^ • Eektvoe Duties. • 

r ■ , . ' ■ • ■ • . 

.,■.... . • ^ .1 . ■■ . . . I . ■ . .■ ; 

" How have I performed the diiries ift^ 
-^tJiimbcfnt upon me towards my isevefal^ re- 
t^qatidns?* • 

.'i:. . . -r'. ^ ; ■ : .. .■■■ . •: : . . . ■ . . 
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As a Husband; 

* 

HAVE I been faitliful to the solemn con- 
tract and engagement I then made in 
the. presence of Gqd ? 

Have I, in all lawful and reasonable in- 
stances, condescended and complied with 
my. wife? 

Have I loved^ cherished, comforted, and 
honoured her? / V 

Have I borne with her weaknesses aiid 
infiimities? 

Has my behaviour to her been prudent, 
flexible, and obliging? 

Have I not been peremptory,, rigorous^ 
and magisterial in my commands ? 

Have I neglected to defend and protect 
her, to maintain and provide for her? 

IJave I not omitted to pray for her, and 
to share with her in all her reasonable joya 
and sorrows ? 

As a Wife. 

HAVE I refused to comply with those 
commands in which God requires me 
to obey and serve, to love and honour my 
husband ? 

Have I not provoked him, or published 
his faults ? 

Have I borne with his infirmities ? 
Havel given him cause of jealousy^ or 
been unfaithful to his bed ? 

H 4 



Have I been frugal in ihe management of 
my expences, With.ieili)ect to the circum- 
stances and condition of my husband ? 
./Have I not been expensive and prddigai 
itt my wav of Irviiig^?. 

Have I not s(][uandefed avi^ay my bus- 
l>^d's substance? 

' ifiave I restrained tnysrff ivithin those 
bounds that both reason, reli^on, and the 

cbttdit!bh ttf my !^b^^ 
. Have I been indtffeient and careless in 
ihy caitiagts to^rdfc) Wta, nbt fbrecastinj 
to dp what I thought would oblige am 

Have I been disob^ieht to his jtist 
cbthnumds', and s6 dsist off his yoke i^om 
me? 

Have 1 been unconcerned in his joys and 
sorrows ? * 

Have I neglected to recommend him to 
the grace and protection of God in my 
prayers ? 

A Parent 

H'AVE I preferred the eternal interest 
:: ' of my childnen before their tem- 
poral ? 

. ^ Have I not been more careful and soli- 
citous to provide for their bodies than their 
souls? 

. Have I taught themi as they were ca- 
pable of learnings to know, fear, love> and 
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worship God with a perfect heart, and a 
willing mind? 

Have I early instructed them in the ways 
that lead U^ life everlasting, and ende^- 
yojired to form in their minds the pripcj- 
ples of virtue and religion ? 

Have I earnestly and frequeB,t]y prayp4 
to God for the gifts and gracjes of bi3 hpW 
Spirit, to renew, and change, ai^ji purify 
t^tfiit corrupt a^ture^ and for hit blessing 
a^d favour upon them ? 
. Have I been i^o ways accesisary lao thif^ 
sins of mv children, by the ill example J 
have set them ? 

IJave I not giv^en them sych an education' 
as would naturally lead them into pride an^ 
vapity? 

Have I endeavoured to naake them of » 
meek and bumble dispQ&ition ? 

Have I taught them hov to govern jtheir 
passions^ and to mod^rjite their ^ff^ctiop^ 
to worldly things; atid ei;icoi,ir9ge;d thew, 
by my own e$ample> to foUpw ithat which 
is good? 

Have I done my part to provide what 
was necessary aud convenient for their liv- 
. ing, and comfortable subsistence and being 
in the world ? 

Bay.e I. not beeji^ tQo fond and md^lgejot 
•to them ; suffering them tP go qnjn t^eif 
follies and sins, witbQVit ,s\\c^ ,wrf§atwew 
and :reproof, as in duty I w rs h»ikd t9 sivc 
them? 

h5 
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A Child.. 

HAVE I reverenced and honoured my 
parents, obeyed their lawftil com- 
mands, and attended to their wise counsels 
and instructions ? 

, Have I advised with them in affairs of 
cbnsequience and concern to me? 
. Have I not been disobedient to them, 
dishonoured them in my mind, or- carried 
myself rudely and irreverently in my beha- 
viour towards them ? • 

Have I not been ashamed of them ? 

Have I liot mocked or spoken evil of 
them? 

If reduced to want and poverty, have I 
made a comfortable and honourable provi- 
sion for them, according to my ability? 

^^Have I not been stubborn and obstinate 
towards them, and endeavoured to cast off 
TOy subjection to them? 

Have I not disposed of myself in marriage 
without their advice or consent? 

A Brother m^ Sister. 

HAVE I had a tender affection, and a 
compassionate concern for my bre- 
thren and sisters, endeavoured to promote 
their good, both spiritual and temporal ? 

Have I commended them to God in my 
prayers? 
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Have I not been unconcerned for* thfeir 
welfare, and destitute of a natural affection 
towards them? 



I ! t 



A Master^ * 

HAVE I treated my servants as a Chris- 
tian, and like one who believes that 
he has a Master in heaven, to whom he 
must render an account? 

Have I perftM'med the conditions I olfli^ 
ed myself to when I took them intomy sei^ 
vicer .^ 

Have I used them with mildness and gen- 
tleness ? 

Have I been cruel and severe towards 
them, laying a greater burden on them than 
they were able to bear? 

Have I had a tender caje and concern for 
their souls, endeavouring to instruct them in 
the duties and principles of the Christian 
religion? 

Have I afforded them time and opportuni- 
ties for the service of -God in public and 
private? 

Have I taken care of their bodies, /by 
providing what was fitting for them? 

Have I not put them upon theating and 
lying, and so beena partaker with them in 
their sins ? . . 

Have I been remiss in suffering them to^ 
neglect their duty to God ? 

H 6 
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Have I been constant in my daily: devo* 
tions with my family ? 

Have I not omitted this necessary duty 
upon such slight and trivial pretences and 
excuses as would have no weight with 
me in matters that rdate to this temporal 
life? 



, A Servant 

HAVE I been faithful and industrioui» 
in servine my master and mistress ? 

Have I been nonest and just to them? 

HaVe I purloined or st61e> or any way 
defrauded them of their goods, or been care- 
less and wasteful of them ? 

Have I disobeyed their lawful com- 
mands ? 

Have I any ways injured them in their 
reputation ? 

Have I served them with singleness of 
heart, as to the Lord, and not to men ? 

Have I been diligent in my duty, only 
when I was observed and taken notice of? 

Have I, as much as in me lay, lived 
quietly and peaceably with my fellow- 
servants ? 

Have I not been spiteful and malicious 
against them ? 

Have I accused them wrongfully ? 

Have I set them a good example ? 

Have I exercisied that tenderness to the 
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children in the family, diat was justly and 
reasonably expected from me ? 

Have I prayed for mv master and mistress^ 
and the rest of the family, in my private 
prayers ? 

^s a Magistrate, S^c. 

HAVE I made it my endeavour to be a 
terror to evil-doers, and a praise to 
them that do well ? 

Have I expressed a zeal for the honour 
of God, by bringing public offenders to 
justice ; by putting the laws in execution 
against all vice, profaneness, and debauctv-^ 
ery; and by giving a good example my- 
self? 

Have I not discountenanced those who^ 
from a concern for the interests of religio©^ 
a love to the souls of men, hav^ been zeal- 
ous and active in his good work ? 
. Have I not been more intent upon my 
own private interest, than in advancing the 
common good? 

Have I been faithful and diligent in the 
discharge of those duties that are incuBabent 
upoin me, as living in the town, place, or 
parish, whereto I belong ? 

Have I endeavoured to inform myself of 
my duty, in order to the doing of it, when 
I have been called to the office of cobh 
stable, churchwarden, or any other parish 
©ffioe? . . 

Have I considered how to.a\o\d^^sv^.^fi^»^ 
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whatever might occasion strife and dissen- 
sion, and endeavoured, what in me lay, to 
become useful and serviceable in my place 
and station ? 

III. Of the Duties towards ourselves. 

HAVE I wisely considered the end for 
which I was created by God, that I 
might be the better able to direct all my 
thoughts, words, and actions to that end ? 

Do I make it the great concern and bu- 
siness of my life, to serve and glorify God, 
that I may thereby be prepared, and meet 
for happiness in his presence and kingdom 
for ever ? 

Have I frequently and seriously consi- 
dered that I am here as in a state of trial 
and probation, not of happiness and enjoy- 
ment? 

Have I not lived without thought and 
considemtion, though interest and duty, 
and the express command of God, call and 
oblige me to be much and frequent in the 
exercise thereof? 

How have I spent my precious time? 

Have I not wasted it in idleness, or in 
any unprofitable vanity ? 

Have I laid to heart the shortness and 
uncertainty of the present life, and daily 
improved it to the best advantage ? 

Have I exercised a daily care and watch- 
fulness over my deceitful heart, resisting its 
/iTTportunities and lusts ? 
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Have I seriously considered the great 
damage and mischief that sin has done to 
human nature ? 

Have I applied myself with my whole 
strength and might to recover that resem- 
blance, which man, when he first came out 
of his Maker's hand, bore to him ? 

Have I contented myself with the form 
and outside of religion and godliness, neg- 
lecting the life and power thereof? 

Have I laboured after the true mortifica- 
tion of the spirit, after that real and inward 
Eurity of soul, which Christ requires in all 
is disciples and followers ? 

Have I diligently and earnestly implored 
the aids and assistances of the holy Spirit of 
God, to renew and sanctify me ? 

Have I laboured to improve my soul in 
knowledge and wisdom, in grace and holi- 
ness, taking heed to secure my salvation 
more than my temporal interest ? 

Have I been contented with my present 
portion of good here, according to the will 
ofGod? 

Have I not suffered myself to be immo^ 
derately discomposed at events, which are 
not in my power; and been dissatisfied 
and uneasy at such circumstances, as the 
good providence of God has thought fit to 
place me in ? 

Have I not been too covetous of the 
world ; its riches, honours, and pleasures ? 

Have I not sought to gain or kee^ tlv^;^!^ 
hy s'wful means ? 
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. Have I not been immoderately concerned 
^nd anxious about present things ? 

Have I not grieved over mock for worldly 
crosses, losses, and disappointments ? And, 
on the other side, have I not placed my 
happiness in its good things, and rejoiced 
in them over much? 

Have I laboured to disentangle my affec- 
tions from this world, and to raise up my 
mind to the things which are above; the 
enjoyment of that superior world, for which 
I was principally designed ? 

Have I been diligent and faithful in that 
place and state of life, unfx> which it hath 
pleased God to call me ? 

'Have I been diligent in doing my own 
businesss, and to providie those things that 
are needful and expedient for myself and 
family, and as such depend upon me ? 

Have I endeavoured to make myself use- 
ful in the world, and charitable to my fel- 
low-creatures ? 

Have I been temperate and chaste, as 
one that is sensible that the perfection and 
happiness of a reasonable creature does not 
consist in sensual enjoyments, but in those 
that are spiritual ? 

Have I therefore watched against the 
lusts of the flesh ? 

Have I not had an impure heart, or un- 
clean affections, or offended by any un- 
chaste behaviour, words, or actions? 

Have I abstained from all unnatural and 
unlawful pleasures of sense; . and been 
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ipodecate Lod the use of such as are lawful^ 
and allowed by the Christian religiou? 

Have I restrained my appetite; have I 
not committed excess in eating and drink* 
ing,. in sleep, or recreation ? 

Uave I n'equently exercised myself in 
self-denial and mortification, that my ^sh 
might be so subdued, and my Spirit re- 
fined ; and so prepared and quaUfied £br the; 
company^ the employment, and the plea* 
sure of heaven? 

Have I been humble and little in my own 
eyes, as a depending creature, and poor 
sinner should be ? 

Have I not betrayed pride and haughti- 
ness in word and carriage ? 

Have I not, from an over-valuation of 
myself, been ambitious of^ or too much: 
anected with the applause of men above 
my desert ; or made it too much my end 
in any of my actions ? 

Have I not to that end unduly set out 
myself to procure my own praise** 

Have I not been too nice and tender of 
my own reputation, to the neglect of my 
duty? 

Have I not feared too much the censures, 
reviling, and reproaches of men, in the 
discharge thereof? 

Have I been contented to be vile for 
God*s sake ? 

Have I been meek and gentle in. my 
spirit, words,^ and behaviour ? have X bc^rne 
with the weaknesses,. indiscretiQus^ avid 
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infirmities of others, as becometh one who 
is subject to infirmities ? 

Have I not been pettish without cause, 
or above just cause ? 

Have I not been pettish and froward in 
little things, and upon mere mistakes, and 
involuntary errors of others, for want of 
reviewing things in their just nature, weight, 
and measure? 

^^ Have I not suffered the sun ta go down 
upon my wrath ? have I not continued in 
it to the vexation of my own spirit, and 
thereby rendered myself unfit for the dis- 
cbarge of my duty both to God and 
man? 



* It is not easy to enumerate all the 
instances of duty reducible to tliese three 
heads ; nor to set down the several breaches 
and violations of them : but the care- 
ful reading of the Holy Scriptures^ more 
especially the New Testament, together 
with the checks and reproofs of every 
man's conscience, will abundantly supply 
this defect. The method heie proposed 
will, I believe, (if carefully attended to) 
assist any one in getting a competent ^ 
knowledge of his own state and con- ' 
dition. 

* I think it proper to observe here, that 
divers methods have been proposed by 
wise and good men to assist us in the 
examination pf ourselves, and to render 
Jt more' easy unto us. I will but just 
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mention some of them, and refer you to 
some books of piety wherein they are 
treated at large. 

* Some have collected a short summary 
of the sins forbidden, and duties com- 
manded in the Holy Scriptures, and exa- 
mined themselves thereby. [Sfee Dr. Hor- 
neck's Crucified Jesus ^ chap. 23; Mr. 
Kettlewell's Measures of Christian Obedi' 
ence. Book 2d, throughout.] 

* Others have reduced the sum and sub- 
stances of our dutv to the Ten Command- 
ments; and, by the help thereof, have, 
with great advantage, performed this 
necessary work. [See the Art of Cate- 
chising, p. 15, &c. 57, &c. Dr. Comber 
on the Common Prayer ; his Discourse on 
the Comnninion Office ; or any Exposition 
of the Ten Commandments.] Some have 
examined themselves by our Lord's Ser- 
mon on the Mount, contained m the 5th, 
6th, and 7th chapters of St. Matthew. 
[See Dr. Hammond'is Exposition of Christ's 
Sermon on the Mount, in his Practical 
Cateclrism, Lib. 2. Sect. 1, &c.] Others 
have followed that general division of 
duty mentioned by St. Paul, Tit. ii. 12, 
hamdy to God, our neighbour, and our- 
selves, which is here the method pro- 
posed. 

^ I will mention but one method more, 
namely, by recollecting the several parts 
and branches of the Baptismal Vow, 



'cmaikug^ » p«Me' M^rfvusilU ya^uhn, and 
«^]fiqukiQg bfW./ms ^ff )^pt it, aiid in 
^ wnat instances we have.Jbcokeo tlie so* 
Mirom wgwemenfka wif\ tl)e« entered into. 
ipi^jMriiBU QiX)u.$mf^ Piscpurse upon 
like wptiwial C9;ireQ»ntv of any pthep 
^.judicious Expcffl^oA 09 the Chi^^ch Ca<* 
^^techisni, ii(ill be uie&il- to^ ^ w^n we 
•-*aw©il)« 0iwelyes ift#^ 

* Those that.t|»y««Mfkl sc|pe;pj»!grejMf \n 

'.i9tWVme^tPl€Ilt^:j^4tiil^sj^ aad 

^fiwtt: ift .<fc# nwwwvvey 4ii*t ^ea4ethr to 
VlilS^ .^U ifod tli9:,9i(W9inatioi^ of tfa^m- 
*-feiye^, miwto aaore.eMy tibftft those wha 
S wdulge. them^ire?^ Qi aiil, a|id liye: C9re- 
^filessu widoaegli^en^t lives j for tiie forwei? 
Vfl^> stiiU lajbpurmg after a nearer cQQfo;r- 
^miiiy to the e:iQ9ffipI^ of Christ Jes^s, ^ 
^- k^p a w^te^ aQ<j| gH^]^ ewer themselve3. 
*,£vefy.piprtioi3i( of scripture they r^d and 

* hear; every grace and virtue that is re- 
^; commended inpujt^lic; every sin, . against 
^ which thejudgme^liii of God ^9 denounc- 
f ed, suggests matter to thwi tsh examine 

* themselves by; and they; ^^lU presently, 
' without any reluctS9ice> pu^ the question 
' to themselves. Do I praqiifue this or tb^t 
^ virtue ? Am I guUtjr of thi)^ pi^ that 

* sin? 

^ It is not material which of tl^ese me- 
^ thods we follow, provided the thing he 
^cajrefully dpne; every one is at lipeyty 
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^ to choose which, he thinks, will hest let 
^ him into the kaowledge of himself, and 
^ enable htm to judge whether according 
^ to the terms of the covenant made with 
^ man in Christ Jesus, a happy or miser*> 
^ able eternity is likely to be his portion. 
* If he wants more p^jrticular directions, 
^ he may haiwe i^e6ouTie*'%b sotac ispiritutl 
^ guide. 

^Though self-dxaminadon be a du^ 
^ whidi oiigbt no day to be whoUy omit* 
*ted; yet thereare so^e seasons wherda 
^ we oiq^t'to take a more exiurt survey ^of 
^ our own state ; such are times- of trouble 
^ aadofflidtions; days :of ftsting and humi* 
^liati6n; atid whea, by the assistance <^ 
"^ ike Divine Grace, *we have a lively sense 
'^of the >great evil anddanmiii^ nature <Mf 
^^mf and before We renew our covenant 
^ With Ood in the holy^eranent' 
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ben wbich are upon the earth; inordmate 
afiection^ evil concupiscence, amd covet- 
ousness ! and yet I know, that if any one 
love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him : and that the poor in spirit are 
blessed. 

IV. I have not been sufficiently thankful 
for the continual effects of thy bounty 
towards me. Neither have I received the 
afflicting dispensations of thy providence 
with such patience and submission as is due 
to thy wisdom, nor made such improve- 
ments and advantages of them as thy good- 
ness did thereby intend me. 

V. I know that religion lias nothing in 
it that is worthy of biam6 or reproach, but 
is of all things the most comely, and wor- 
thy of a man ; and yet out of a foolish 
regard to the opinions and censures of men, 
I have too often been ashamed to practise 
iUvers important duties, and to aiscoun- 
tcnance the evil practices or vices of others, 
w to own the cause of virtue and piety ; 
not considering that whosoever is ashamed 
of (-hrist and his words, in this adulte- 
ums aiul sinful generation, of him shall the 
S(.uxof man be ashamed, when he com eth 
h^ the glory of his Father with the holy 

V I, 1 l>elieve that all Scripture is given 
bv iuspiratimi of God, and is profitable 
for ikvtriue« for reproof, for correction, 
tor iustructiou in righteousness, that 3uch 
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as desire, and sincerely endeavour to serve^ 
thee truly, may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works. And 
yet, O God, how seldom, how little, 
have I read and pondered thy holy word !' 
how much have I omitted searching the'^ 
Scriptures! and . how foolish in reading' 
other books more than them ! Not con- 
sidering they best set before us the way 
of life, and the way of death, and teacn 
us what we must do to be saved from 
the wrath to come, and to inherit eternal 
life. 

And when I have read thy holy word,' 
it hath not been with such good* disposi- 
tions, with such an attentive and teachable 
mind, with such an humble heart, and 
sincere intentions to do whatsoever I should 
perceive to be thy will as I ought. 

VII. I have not had that just, that low, 
and mean opinion of myself that I ought; 
but have been too much desirous of the 
praises of men. 

: I have not been so meek and gentle, so 
patient and considerate under reproaches^ 
or ill-treatment, as I ought; but have tod 
often been carried out into* such degreeai 
of anger or resentment, as have discom- 
posed myself, or ii^ured my neighbour j 
nor have I been so ready to put the 
fairest and most charitable constructi- 
ons upon his words and actions, as j 
ought 
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VIII. In my transactions with men, I 
liave not had regard to such sincere and 
candid dealing, or equity, as I ought; 
but have been too deceitful in my words 
or actions, and often too severe and ri- 
gorous in demanding my dues, or too 
backward in paying others, when, or in 
^uch reasonable measure, as I could and 
ought 

1 l^ve been too insensible of the wants 
and miseries of my neighbour ; nor have 
I had that tenderness and compassion to- 
wards him, as to embrace all such oppor- 
tunities of relieving him, as I had opportu- 
nity and ability to do. 

On all accounts, I have too little consi- 
dered the blessing thou hast promised to 
the merciful, and the many and great 
mercies I daily receive of thee, and that 
I shall stand in need of much more and 
greater mercy from thee at the great day 
of our Lord. 

I know the pure in heart are blessed, 
for thou hast promised they shall see thee, 

God. And yet so insensible, and un- 
moved have I been, that I have taken 
little care to cleanse myself from all filthi- 
ness of flesh and spirit, so as to sanctify 
thee, my Lord God, in my heart, whereby 

1 might have a goodjhope of seeing thee, 
O God, in whose presence is fulness of 
joy for evermore. 

I know to this bliss, holiness is the way ; 
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and yet how feeble and inconstant have 
been my endeavours after it. 

IX. I have not been so careful in em- 
ploying my time as I ought; but have 
spent much of it in eating, and drinking> 
and sleeping, beyond what the support 
and refreshment of nature required, and 
too much in what I have called recreation 
and diversion* I have spent too much time 
in dressing and adorning my body ; dud in 
paying or receiving formal or impertinent 
visits ; and have several other ways spent 
much of my precious time idly or unprofi- 
tably to myself or others. 

How little time have I spent in reading, 
meditation, and self-examination ! 

How little in mortification, abstinence, 
fasting, and retirement I And yet the day 
of my life is far spent, and the night of 
death is at hand, when no man can work. 

X. How backward have I been to ex* 
amine the state of my soul, and to call my 
sins to remembrance, so as to mourn 
and be aifected with a godly sorrow for 
them ! 

XI. Oh ! how strong a propension have 
I to do evil ! and how strange ail unwilling- 
ness to do good ! 

I confess, and lament, and bewail my 
wretched state. I ^m corrupt, I have 
strayed out of the way of life and happi- 
ness, my conscience accuseth me, and my 
heart condemneth me^ Yet, lo, thou, O 
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God, art gri^ater than my heart, and 
knowest all things — [Here more particulars 
may be mentioned.'] — ^And, especially, I la- 
ment and bewail before thee, from whom 
nothing is hid, that I have grievously of- 
fended thee by — [Hei^e name the particular 

; XII. These my sins, with many more 
that I cannot remember, are all in thy 
sight, and have left their wretched and 
miserable effects upon my mind and heart ; 
\vhereby the image, in which I was created, 
is becomje defaced ; and I am estranged from 
thee, my God, my true, and only good 
and happiness. So that when I look back 
upon the eiTOrs and miscarriages of my life, 
and reflect how little I possess of the spirit 
a^nd temper of the gospel, my heart trem- 
hleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of 
thy judgments. Oh ! how shall 1 appear 
before the judgment-seat of Christ, whe?i 
he shall come in his power with the holy 
angels, to Jtidge every man according to his 
works, and take vengeance on them that obey 
not the gospel^ since my life has been so un- 
conformable to it. 

But I repent, O my God ! I repent, I 
accuse and condemn myself, I am grieved, 
I am troubled, and am heartily sorry for 
these my misdoings,, and turn unto thee 
with full purpose and resolution of sincere 
obedience for the time to come. 

And I beseech thee, O Lord, who art 
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gracious and merciful, long-sufFering and 
of great goodness, and the Father of out 
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for the un- 
godly, for his sake, and for thy goodness: 
sake, pardon and forgive all my sins ; my 
sins of ignorance, and those I have com- 
mitted through want of care and circum- 
spection, but especially of all my wilful 
sins and those transgressions w^hercby I 
have any way scandalized the Christian 
profession, or occasioned others to fall, and 
which I lament before thee. 

O Lord, holy Father, who alone canst 
order the unruly wills and affections of 
sinful men, who gaVest thy son to die, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity ; par* 
don and rectify the impurity of my heart 
and life, all irregular appetites and passions, 
and every wicked practice, of what nature 
C)r kind soever; that all my members being 
mortified from all worldly atid carnal Idsts, 
I may no longer live in the flesh, to the 
lusts of men, but according to thy will, 
O God; and for ever hereafter live godly, 
righteously, and soberly in this present evil 
world. 

And seeing I . am not able to do these 
things of myself, strengthen me, I be*- 
seech thee, O Lord, with the Holy Ghost,, 
and daily increase in me thy manifold 
gifts of grace ; the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of knowledge 
and true godliness; and fill me, O Lord^ 

I 3 
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with the spirit of thy hol^ fear; that I 
may have victory, and tnumph against 
the devil, the world, and the flesh, and at 
the last obtain the gift of eternal life which 
thou hast promised to all those that sincerely 
love and obey thee, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



Another fonn of Confession^ which may be 
used instead of the former. 

OMOST great and glorious Lord God, 
just and terrible in thy judgments 
to all obstinate and rebellious sinners, but 
of infinite mercy to such as truly repent^ 
and turn unto thee ; look down I beseech 
thee, with the eyes of mercy upon me, 
who now present myself before thee, aC'* 
Icnowledging that I am not worthy to lift 
up my eyes to the throne of thy glorious 
Majesty. O Lord, my sins are so many 
ana so great, that it is owing to thy infi^ 
nite goodness and mercy, that I have now 
ah opportunity of humbling myself before 
thee, and begging mercy for my soul, 
which, I confess, has greatly sinned against 
thee. 

I acknowledge, O my God, that thou 
hast, by innumerable instances, manifested 
thyself to be a most kind and indulgent 
Father ; but alas ! I have abused thy good* 
ness,, and made very ungrateful returns 



Part 11. A Canfwian of Sbu. 1 99 

for thy exceeding great kindness and mercy. 
Instead of loving and delighting in thee, 
and paying thee a filial and cheerful ohedi* 
ence, I find in myself many times a great 
proneness to offend thee, and a great back* 
wardness and indisposition to do uiose things 
which thou requirest of me. 

O Lord, I lament and bewail the corrup- 
tion of my nature^ most sorrowfully con- 
fessing before thee, that I have too great 
a desire after the things of this world ; 
too great a fondness for the profits and plea- 
sures, of it: and though 1 am fully per- 
suaded, that it is my happiness and pri- 
vilege, as well as my duty, to love and 
serve thee, yet I am very apt to forget thee, 
and to grow careless and remiss in that 
great and important work which ihou hast 
given me to do. 

O my God, I confess with sorrow, that 
this world hath taken such hold of my 
affections, that I neither love thee, serve 
tiiee, nor obey thee, as I ought to do ; my 
devotion to thee is many times cold ana 
languid ; my prayers are tull of wanderings^ 
deadness, and distractions, and the very 
best of my religious duties are accompaniea 
with so many failings and imperfections; 
that I have great cause to bumble myself 
^before thee. 

* " How greatly, O God, have I ofFend- 
" ed thee by lust and intemperance, by 

*' This is to be varied or omitied^ as every one sees fit- 

14 
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' peevishness, passion, and anger, by co- 
' vetousness and ambition, by pride and 

* envy, by prejudice and ill-will towards 

* my neighbour, by murmuring and re- 

* pining at the dispensations of tliy provi- 

* dcnce, and by an unwillingness to resign 

* myself to thy disposal in all things ! how 
' frequently have 1 violated my baptismal 

* engagements, by preferring the vanities 

* of this wicked world before thy favour, 
' and by suffering my heart, which has been 
' so often dedicated to thy .service, to be 
■ brought under the bondage and dominion 

•-* of sin and folly !" 

And what shall I now say unto thee, O 
thou preserver of men ! O Lord, I have 
no hope but in thy mercy, and the infinity 
merits of my dear Redeemer: and if thou 
rejectest me, I am lost and undone for 
ever. But, O thou compassionate lover 
of souls! who knowest whereof we are 
made, and remembcrest that we are but 
dust, turn not thy face from me, nor cast 
thy servant away in displeasure; let the 
intercessions of thy beloved Son prevail 
m my behalf, and for the sake of his me- 
ritorious death and passion, for all that he 
has done, and all .that he has suffered for 
xiie, have mercy upon me; pardon and 
forgive, I most earnestly and unfeignedly^ 
beseech thee, all the sins and follies of my 
life past, which are . more than I can num- 
ber, and greater than lam able to bear; 



Part II. A Cmfemon of SiiiS. 201 

and more especially, O my God, lay not to - 
my charge — [Here again may be named par^ 
ticulars.] O cleanse me from all my secret 
and imknovvn transgressions, and vouch- 
safe, O merciful Father, to be reconciled 
unto me, who am sorry for my sins, and 
grieved that I have offended thee, my 
most gracious Lord and Master, to >yhotn. 
I owe all the returns of love and duty 
that can possibly be paid by a creature to 
his Creator. 

O Lord, reserve not my sins to be pu- 
nished in the day of thy fierce anger ; for 
who can dwell with everlasting burnings? 
who is able to abide the fury of thy 
wrath? but spare me, O most mighty 
God, and merciful Saviour ; and grant 
that I may never fall into those evils which 
my sins have justly deserved. Thy pro-* 
perty is always to have" mercy; to thee 
only it appertaineth to forgive sin; O 
turn away thine anger from me, who 
meekly acknowledge my vileness, and 
truly repent me of my faults, and do noMT 
unfeignedly turn unto thee, with fuH put* 
pose and resolution of heart to serve thee 
faithfully, and to make it the ereatcarc 
and endeavour of tny life ta please and 
obey thee. 

O Lord ! there is nothing that I desire so 
much as to be of the number of thy faith- 
ful and obedient servants : thy service 1%^ 
the most perfect freedom. O enable me^ 

15 



Ipf .die gssiitaaeb of iky l^lessed Spirit, to 
fbnftkeall my siiia^ nd to xiefonn what-^ 
«firii» btett' amis* in tlue teniper and di^ 
pdflhion of ^ni^ mfnd» or in Mj^ of the a^-^ 
m^of ' my Un. Open thou tnine eyis, that 
JmuLy iee the Tileness and deformity, as 
w^ as danger of iin ; thdt I may fly fVom 
wvfmearance of evil, and with an* unwea* 
iSijgence fdlow alter and pursue the 
^ rt&tm^kefbr iny everlasting peace. 
Grant that^ for the time to come, I may 
fivf only unto thee» in ah awfut fear of thy 
smt ■ name, land a constant regard to thy 
Mfipsed wrll^ keepine always a conscience 
tr^ of offence, both towards thee and all 
^ich*- ■ ■ 

■'iGtve me grace to spend 'my time religi^ 
diittly, . soberly, and usefully, in the sub* 
dinug imy passions, mortifying my corrupt 
iodinations, and in the practice of all those 
dhties thou requirest of me ; that when 
thitm shalt think fit to take me out of this 
itate of trial and temptation here, I may 
be received into that blessed kingdom, 
where all tears shall be wiped from my eyefi^ 
and sin and death shall be no more^ Grant 
this^ O merciful Father, through the merits 
laid for thf sake of thy Son, and my alone 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

cz ', ' . ■ ... * 
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A Prayer to he used at the same Time, or 
shortly after either of^ the foregoing Cotu-^ 
fessions. 

OMOST gracious and merciful Father^ 
who in pity and compassion to my 
soul hast given me this opportunity of 
humbling myself before thee, accept; I 
earnestly intreat thee, of my unfeigned 
sorrow for all the sins which I have com- 
mitted against thy divme Majesty ; I con- 
fess it bears no proportion to the heinous- 
ness of my offences ; O do thou in much 
mercy look upon me, and let the infinite 
merits of my dear Redeemer supply all my 
defects; and refuse not, I beseech thee 
for his dear sake, to be reconciled unto 
me, and to admit me to thy favour, with- 
out which I am, of all creatures, the most 
miserable. 

O Lord, there is nothing that I desire 
so much as to be delivered from thei power 
and dominion of my sins, and to be at 
perfect peace with thee : for I have no rest, 
so long as I think I am under thy displea- 
sure. I humbly therefore beg leave at this 
time to renew the vows and resolutions I 
have often made, of loving and obeying 
thee; and for that end, I offer unto thy 
divine Majesty my soul and body, and all 
that is mine, humbly beseeching thee to 

I 6 
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ftufferin^ towards me; and must acknow- 
ledge, uiat badst thou dealt with me as I 
have deserved, I had long before this been 
condemned to endless misery and torments. 
For ever adored be that goodness of thine, 
which has dealt so giaciousty with me ; for 
ever praised be that mercy which has 
snatched me out of the jaws of the devour- 
ing lion, and saved me from the pit of de- 
struction, which I was running headlong 
into; for ever magnified be that grace, 
which has at last touched my heart with a 
sense of my sins, and given me this oppor- 
tunity of humbling myself before thee. 
. O Lord, I do now most sorrowfully be- 
wail and lament before thee, the sins and 
iniquities of my past life, which are so ex- 
ceeding many and great, that as I am con- 
founded at the guilt of them, so I know 
not where to begin when I would confess 
them before thee. Even from my youth 
up have I been a rebellious and disobedient 
sinner, a contemner of thy laws, and one 
of those wretched fools that have made a 
mock at sin, and would not hearken to 
wise counsel and reproof; I have grieved 
and despised my parents, derided my supe- 
riors, and followed the dictates of my own 
foolish and perverse will; my mind has 
been overspread with blindness and igno- 
rance, folly and false reasonings, and almost 
every power and faculty of my soul is cor- 
rupted and defaced ; that time which should 
h^ve been employed, to holy and excellent 
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purposed, I have either consumed upon my 
lusts, or trifled away in vain and unprofit* 
able pursuits. 

Wretched fool that I was ! how have I 
preferred a life of folly and madness, of 
riot and extravagance, of noise and disorder; 
a life that has yielded no other fruits but 
those bitter ones of shame and remorse, of 
sorrow and affliction, before the peace, and 
pleasure, and serenity of a virtuous, sober». 
and religious conversation ! How have I 
thought the ways of religion dull and un- 
pleasant I and nothing any further eligible, 
than as it conduced to the pleasures and 
profits of this world ! 

O my God, 1 have sinned against thee 
with a high hand, and have led a life di** 
rectly opposite to thy blessed will j I have 
most grievously neglected the duties of 
religion both in public and private, having 
spent little of my time in thy service, and 
tnat little, O Lord, thou knowest in a pro* 
fane or unworthy manner; while others 
have been offering up their prayers and 
praises to thy Divine Majesty, or listening 
to thy holy word, my eyes have been fre- 
quently wandering after vanity, and my 
mind full of idle and impertinent, and 
many times (alas ! with shame I confess it) 
of wanton and lascivious thouglits. 

O Loixl ! I dare not say that I have spent 
any one day of my life to thy honour and 
glory; but how many days, (nay, yeara^) 
have I spent J9 the service ot* sin ; in lust 
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and intemperance; brutishness alid sen- 
suality ; in profaning the sabbaths, abusing 
thy sacred name, ridiculing thy holy word, 
despising thy ministers, and making a jest 
of all that is serious ! . 

I have been proud and envious, lustful 
and intemperate, passionate and angry, full 
of malice,^ hatred, and revenge : I have 
been guilty of slandering and abusing, in- 
juring and defrauding of my neighbour; or 
of lewd actions and obscene discoui^ses ; of 
profane and filthy jests ; and of frequent 
cursing, sweaiing, or lying. And more 
particularly, O Lord, I do most sorrowfully 
confess, and lament before thee, to whom 
all things are naked and open, that I have 
most grievously offended thee by — [Ha^e 
name particulars.] 

And besides the guilt of these my sins, 
I have greatly increased it by the sins of 
others. How many have been tempted and 
persuaded to sin against thee, eitlier by my 
advice, encouragements, or ill example? 
Alas } I have not only been wicked, very 
wicked myself, but, with shame and sor- 
row I confess it, I have been instrumental 

in making others so too : particularly • 

[Here again may be named any particular sin 
qf this nature.] Lord, what scandal have I 
brought to religion, what dishonour to thy 
name, what reproach to the Christian pro- 
fession^ by these my wicked and sinful 
practices ! 

And what shall I now say imto thee^ O 
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God, whose goodness I luve thus abused ; 
whosfe mercies I have slighted ; whose pro- 
mises and threatenings declared in the gos- 
fel, I have rejected : and whose judgment 
have despised ? What hope can I enter- 
tain of the merits of a Saviour, whose blood 
I have, as it were, trampled imder foot ? or 
what comfort can I expect from the kind 
influences of the ever-blessed Spirit, whose 
motions I have so often rejected, whose 
calls and invitations I have so long been 
deaf to, and whom I have so often grieved 
by my wicked and sinful practices? 

Oh ! whither shall I then fly for succour? 
who shall deliver me from the wrath of 
that God, whom I have thus offended ? shall 
I call upon the mountains to cover me, or 
the deep to swallow me up ? alas ! there is 
nothing can hide me from his all-searching 
eye ! Q blessed Saviour of the world ! thou 
alone art my refuge ; in thee is all my hope, 
all my support; and if thou rejectest me, I 
am lost and undone for ever. Oh! turn 
not away thy face from me, nor cast thy 
servant away in displeasure; be thou my 
advocate with the Father, and let thy blood 
be the propitiation for my sins. 

And, O most merciful Father, thou in- 
finite and compassionate lover of souls f 
who delightest not in the death of the 
wicked, nor despisest the tears of a return- 
ing sinner, for the sake of thy dear Son, I 
most earnestly beseech thee to hear the 
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groans of me, a miserable sinner, who am 
ready to sink under the heavy weight and 
burden of sin. Look with pity upon me,^ I 
humbly entreat thee, who am not worthy, 
I confess, to lift up my polluted eyes to 
heaven ; my sins have made me the just 
object of thy wrath : and shouldst thou now 
be deaf to all my supplications, it would be 
but a just return for having so long refused 
to hearken to thy gracious calls and invita- 
tions to repentance. O miserable wretch 
that I am ; that I should ever thus offend so 
good, so merciful a Father; that ever I 
should make him my enemy, who is the 
kindest and the best of friends! Lord, I 
condemn my^elf^ and abhor the follies of 
my past life ; my flesh trembleth for fear of 
thee, and I am horribly afraid of thy judg- 
ments ; for who can stand in thy sight when 
thou art angry ? or who is able to abide the 
fury of thy wrath ? 

O my God ! I have no hope but in that 
mercy of thine, which thou hast manifested 
in the redemption of the world, by thy Son 
Jesus Christ ; that alone is the support of 
;my soul under all its sorrow and anguish ; 
in him I know, and am assured, that thou 
art a merciful God, full of compassion, 
long-suffering, and of great pity; thou 
sparest when we deserve punisnment, and 
in thy wrath thinkest upon mercy : Spare 
me, therefore, O good Lord, spare me, and 
be not angry with me for ever : Wash away 
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all my sins in the blood of thy dear Son, 
who came into the world to save sinners ; 
and for the sake of his meritorious death 
and passion, and for all the sufferings which 
he underwent for the sins of the whole 
world, pardon and forgive, I most earnestly, 
and most unfeignedly beseech thee, all the 
sins and transgressions of my past life, more 

particularly . Cleanse thou me, O my 

God, from all my secret and unknown sins; 
and O be thou reconciled unto me, 
and receive me to thy favour, which though 
I have hitherto so foolishly slighted, yet I 
now value and prefer above all the plea- 
sures of this world. Alas! my lusts an4 
passions have for a long time had the do-: 
minion over me; they have blinded and se* 
duced me, and my whole life has been one 
continued error and mistake; but, Lord^^ 
thou hast been pleased to open my eyes,' 
when I just was at the very brink of de- 
struction, and shown me the precipice I 
was filing into ; and now I see and cont 
demn the folly of my past life, and am sen- 
sible, that unless thy pity had interposed, 
I must have perished for ever. O let that 
infinite love, which moved thee to so asto- 
nishing a mercy, be still continued to me, 
a poor, wretched, helpless creature; show 
thou me the path that leads to everlast- 
ing life, and give me such a sense of 
thy amazing goodness to me, that I may 
never again wander into those ways that 
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lead to death and destruction. Take from 
ine, O God, this hardened and corrupt 
heart, and give me a new heart, new affec- 
tions, and new desires, that I may become 
entirely a new creature, dedicated to thy 
service, and devoted to thy fear and love. 

Give me, O I^rd, such an unfeigned re- 
pentance of all my past sins, such hatred 
and abhorrence of my former evil ways, that 
I may from this moment take a final leave 
of all my beloved lusts and sinful pleasures. 
Give me that humble and contrite spirit, 
whose groans thou dost never refuse ; that 
faith which overcometh the world, and 
which will enable me to conquer my own 
inveterate habits; and that love, which 
will make me afraid to offend thee ; and 
which will inspire me with resolutions active 
and vigorous, honest and sincere ; such aa, 
by the assistance of thy grace and Holy 
Spirit, may carry me through all difficul- 
ties, and be proof against all the tempta* 
tions of the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

O Lord, hear me ; O Lord, help me, and 
have mercy upon me ; O lx)rd, pity and 
save my 'soul for thy truth and mercy's sake 
in Jesus Christ. Afne/i^ Blessed Lord*. 
Amen. 
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Praya^s contaming a Profession . of Godhf 
, &rraio for Sins^ and of Itesolutions of new 
Obedience. 

I. T CALL my ways to remembrance, O 
X Lord, with a troubled heart ; my evil 
doings are before my eyes, and are vile and 
loathsome in my own sight, because they 
have made me so in thine ; they are a but- 
then upon my spirit, a sore burthen, too 
heavy tor me to bear. 

But now, O my God, with a heart sor- 
rowful and penitent, I turn from my evil 
ways, resolving by thy grace to become a 
new creature; from this day forward, I am 
fully purposed to betake myself to a reli- 
gious course of life ; O let not iniquity be 
my ruin. 

II. And from my sins, O holy Father, 
which are the shame and burthen of my life^ 
I turn unto thee, who art the glory and 
comfort, and shall for ever be the guide and 
governor thereof, I turn unto thee with a 
broken and contrite heart ; O receive and 
comfort me, and despise not, I beseech thee, 
the work of thine own hands. I turn to 
thee with my whole heart, and make no re- 
serves, nor will retain any allowance of my 
former sins ; no, not of those which have 
been most delightful to me, and are hardest 
to be parted.with; for if I regard iniquity 
in my heart, I know thou wilt not l\^^.tm^\ 
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and therefore I will make haste, and not 
delay to keep thy commandments. 

O Lord, I beg no greater mercy than to 
Ke found stedfast in thy wa5's ; nor shall 
account any thing so great a happiness as 
that which serves to keep me faithful unto 
thee, I am content that my ways should 
be hedged up with thorns, with troubles, 
and afflictions, or any thing that ii grievous 
to flesh and blood, rather than I should 
ever forsake the paths of righteousness, to 
wander again after my former vanities ; for 
it is the unfeigned desire of the heart, and 
shall be the great endeavour of my life, 
^bove all things to serve and please thee, 
and to hold me fast by thee, who art the 
faithful guide and keeper of my soul ; and my 
earnest prayer to thee is, that thou wouldst 
preserveme from falling away from thy fear, 
and forfeiting that mercy which thou hast 
promised to the returning sinner. 

III. And having now, by thy grace, O 
merciful Father, these holy thoughts and 
desires in my heart, I earnestly beg of 
thee, who art the blessed author and giver 
of all grace, that I may never lose or for- 
get them. I give my heart entirely to 
ttiee, and I humblv pray that it may be 
always in thy hands, since it is so incon- 
stant in what is good, and so prone to 
•what is evil, when it is in my own keep- 
ing, O Father keep it stedrast and un- 
moveable in thy wayi^; let it not be in- 
clined to any evil thing, nor lean towards 
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my former vanities; keep my ^es fiom 
beholding wickedness, and my ears from 
listening to the deceitful tempter; let not 
my lips utter any thing that is evil, nor 
my feet move a step in tne paths of death ; 
but let every member of my body, every 
faculty of my soul, be employed in thy 
service, till tnou bringest me to the enjoy* 
ment of thy blessed self, in that place of 
bliss and happiness, where thou dwellest 
for evermore. Grant this, O most merci- 
ful God, for the sake, and through the in- 
tercession of my dearest Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

IV. O Lord, I am not worthy to lift up 
my eyes unto thee; but whitlier should 
a wretch in guilt and misery look but 
unto thee, the fountain of all mercy? 
whither, but to a God, whose mercy is 
greater than our wickedness ? To a God> 
whose property it is to be kind to his ene-» 
mies; and whose patience to bear our 
sins, is as great as his power to punish 
them; and who had much rather be re* 
conciled to us, than take vengeance on 
\i&\ whither indeed but to thee, O God 
of all grace and comfort, who showest 
mercy to the unworthy, and invitestus with 
all the tenderness and bowels of a compas- 
sionate Father, to turn from our evil ways, 
and ht for ever happy in thy eternal king- 
dom. 

V. Encouraged therefore by thy good- 
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ness, O Lord, I address myself unto thee^ 
who am ready to siuk under the heavy 
load of guilt and misery : but I make uo 
plea, but for thy mercy; nor have any 
pretence to claim it (for alas ! I must witn 
shame acknowledge, I have very much 
abused it) but through thy inexpressible 
love, I know I have a most merciful Sa- 
viour, who died to purchase salvation for 
us; and who now powerfully intercedes 
with thee for the pardon of true peni- 
tents: O! for his dear sake, receive me 
gi-aciously to thy mercy, and be not angry 
with me for ever. Forgive me, O merci- 
ful Father, for I am heartily sorry for all 
the evils which I have done; forgive all 
my sins, for I am fully resolved, by thy 
grace, to love and serVe thee ; forgive me, 
O most gracious God, for I forgive all 
that have offended me, and do entreat thee 
to forgive them likewise. O do not exact 
punishment of me for my sins, but extend 
thy mercy and pardon to my soul, for my 
dear Redeemer's sake, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Ainen. 

VI. And having thus utterly renounced 
my sins, O holy Father, I desire above all 
things to partake of thy righteousness; 
having defiiced and corrupted myself, I 
would fain be made new by thee; having 
hitherto miscarried, whilst I would be in 
my own hands, I desire now to be alto^- 
gether in thine, and never more to wander 
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from thee ; and, therefore, whatever else I 
lose, my earnest and longing prayer is that 
I may recover thy likeness, and be made 
conformable to thy will in all things, through 
Jesus Christ, my blessed Saviour and m- 
deemen Amen. 

VII. I know, O gracious Lord, that I 
cannot receive this, but from thyself; O 
therefore be thou both the blessed giver^ 
and the gift : I confess that I am utterly mir 
worthy to have thy divine image stamped 
upon my soul, but alas ! I extremely need 
it, and extremely value it ; and I dearly 
love thee, O my God, or else I should not 
be thus desirous to be like thee. 

Hear me, therefore, O gracious Father, 
and breathe into my heart tnat Spirit which 
renews us after thine own image, in righ- 
teousness and true holiness. 

Blessed Jesus, who seekest out sinners 
to make them good, do not reject me now, 
when 1 seek to thee to make me better. 
I am poor and naked. Oh ! clothe me with 
thy righteousness ; my good thoughts are 
chiangeable and inconstant; but oh! do 
thou establish and fix them by thy grace; 
set up thy kingdom, O Jesu, in my heart ; 
for to become thy faithful servant is more 
to me tlian to have the empire of this 
world. Keep me stedfast in serving thee, 
till thou takest me finally to enjoy thee. 

VIII. O Saviour of the world ! save me, 
who by thy cross and passion hast redeem* 
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eH me: help me and saVe me, I beseech 
tteev O my God. 

••IX. Grant, O Lord, that at all times I 
nffiy account my sins to be my shame, and 
malte thy laws to be my rule, and thy 
blessed will in every thing my choice and 
satis£aictibn. O let thy promises be my 
h()pc, thy providence mv guard, thy grace 
niy strength, and thy blessed self my por- 
tion \ both now and evermore. Amen. 

. X. The Lord bless me and keep me: the 
ILord lift up the light of his countenance 
upon me ; the Lord i>ive me peace, even that 
peace of biS) which passes all ifnderstahd- 
ing, through tiie merits and mediation df 
my deer Redeemer, Jesus Christ, our Loi*d; 
to whom, with the Father, and the eternal 
Spirit, be all honour, glory, love, sei-vice, 
and obedience, throughout all ages. Amen. 

' Our Father^ Sgc. 

' It may be convenient before you pro- 
' ceed any further, to read and meditate 
' on such portions of Scriirture as you find 

* yourself most affected with ; or to consi- 

* derthe nature and attributes of God; or 
^:the fall and miserable state of main, and 
*hi& redemption by Jesus Christ; or to me- 
'ditate on such particular duties as you 
^ find yourself to have been defective in ; or 

* on the rewards promised to good men, and 

* on the punishments denouncetl against 

* the wicked, as those things are }aid d^wn' 
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in the Holy Scrip tur-es, which ai'e our otXy 
infallible guide ^' on 'which occasion, tlie 
book entitled,- The Christian Institutes; 
or, the Sincere Word of God, will be very 
u^ul, it cont;^ining the whole faith and 
duty of a Christian, digested under pro- 
per heads, atid' delivered in the words of 
Scripture, so that the reader may find 
there together those Scriptures 'which may 
concern any article of faith, or particulal* 
duty, together with the Scripture-motives 
tor the practice thereof. After the devout 
Christian has used some little time in 
reading and meditation as aforesaid, he 
may use the following words/ 



ft 

A Prayer ^consisting of Petitiom^Jbr the 
Virtues of a Christian Life, 

■ 

L IV/f OST merciful and gracious God, 
IVJL who of thy great ^Kxlness didst 
give thy Son JesUs Christ to take upon him 
our nitture, and to humble himself to dwj 
death of the a'oss. , 

I beseech thee by his infinite condescend 
sion, by bis perfect obedience, and by his 
meritorious sufferings, not only to pardoa 
my pa^t-sins, but to endue me with pmtner 
and strength to^ resist them for the time to 
cortie: 

Replenifib iM with 'Such iupernatvird 

k2 
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p£u and graced of the Holy Spirit as may 
tenable me not only to act conformably to 
the light of mv own mind, hut make me 
readily obe^ thy heavenly motions, and 
constantly follow the precepts of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

Give me a zeaious sense of piety towards 
thee, my great Lord and Sovereign, and a 
due regard to all thy sacred aiid divine 
truths. 

Let me reverence thy word and worship, 
and all things and persons dedicated and 
4evoted to thy peculiar service. 

Let me submit to all the afflictions thou 
shalt think fit to lay upon me, with pa- 
tience and with meekness. 

Let me trust to thy providence to supply 
me under all dangers and necessities. 

And let me thankfully acknowledge thy 
bounty, for all those good things which 
thou so freely* hast bestowed upon me. 

IL Give me, O Lord, that divine wisdom 
which proposes the pleasing thee, as the 
end and aim of all my actions, and which 
directs to all those means which thou liast 
graciously established for the working out 
my salvation. 

That: my precious time may not be em- 
ployed in hunting after trifles; that my 
natural talents may not be buried and 
drowned in brutish sensuality; that my 
study may not be vanity, nor my labour 
folly ; but that framing a right jud|;ment in 
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all things, 1 may fix my mind upon those 
pleasures which are at thy right-hand, which 
are permanent and durable. 

And that the great care and business of 
my life may be to obtain thy favour, who 
art the sovereign good ot my soul, arid 
who only canst satisfy all my desires. 

To this end, inure me to spiHtual objects 
by constant and fervent prayer, by enter- 
taining my thoughts with pious m^ditaF? 
tions, by reading and hearing thy holy 
word with reverence and attention, and by 
frequently approaching thy altar with bu» 
niility and devotion. 

And above all, let a constant fear of 
offending thee, my* God, put me upon 
my guard, and make me watthful amidst 
those imminent dangers and temptations 
that surround me in this, my pilgrimage on, 
earth. 

Thou, O Lord, who resistest the pyond, 
and givest grace to the lowly, endue me 
with true humility, the model of which thy 
only Son traced out for the practice of the 
faithful. 

That I may have a just sense of all my 
w^eaknesses and follies, and may readily 
submit to the meanest offices for the wel- 
fare and benefit of my fellow -Christians. 

That I may restrain all immoderate de- 
sires of honour, by doing nothing through 
strife or vain glory ; and that I may never 
exalt myself upon the account of any ad- 
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ihat it may strengthen my weakness; by 
fortitude; cure my despair, by hope; my 
iistlessness, by spiritual exercises ; and re- 
strain the wanderings of my mind toward 
unlawful things, by making me stedfast and 
unmoveable in the work of the Lord. 

IV. Give me, O Lord, a sober abstinence 
that I may know how to abound, and bow 
to want 

That .my appetites may be kept under 
ttrict government, since the indulging of 
them by our first parents, brought death 
ittto the world. 

That they may always observe their due 
bounds, by administering to the necessities 
of life, and never support and encourage 
luxury, which is boundless and infinite, 
which brings forth scurrility and immodesty, 
which depresses the soul, and renders it 
unapt for spiritual enjoyments. 

Make me so mindful of that strict ac- 
count I must give of all my actions at the 
dreadful tribunal-seat, that it may mortify 
all inclinations and temptations to sinful 
pleasures. 
. And stir me up to zeal and diligence in 
performing all those things which are ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, through Jqsus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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This may be added, with regard to the ra- 
ceiving the tloly Sacrament. 

tn order to attain these blessed ends, O 
Lord, I approach thy holy table, that I 
may grow in grace, and may be enabled 
to imitate the suffering virtues of the cru- 
cified Jesus* 

Grant, therefore, most merciful God, that 
the receiving the symbols of his body and 
blood, which I am now about to partake 'bf^ 
may, by the grace and efficacy of his spi- 
rit, conform me to his divine Ima^e, and 
make me stedfast in serving thee, till thou' 
takest me finally to enjoy thee, through 
Jesus Christ my blessed Saviour and Re-^ 
deemer. Amen. 



Some short Prayers, proper to be used for 
the enforcing our holy resolutions, ana for 
the assistance of Goas grace, to^ enable u^ 
to perform them. 



.vV. 



I. /^ LORD Jcsu 1 1 give tliee my bodv» 
Vy my. soul, my substance, myfrieruls,, 
my. hberty, and my life; dispose of me,, 
and of all that is mine, as. it seemeth best 
to thee, and to the glory of thy holy name» 
Amen. 

« 

II. Lord,. I am not now mine, but thine ; 
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therefore claim me as thy right; keep 
me as thy charge, and love me as thy 
child; fight for me when J am assaulted; 
heal me when I am wounded ; and revive 
pe when I am fainting. Ainen, 

III. O God, who knowcst us to he set 
in the midst of so many and great dangers, 
that, hy reason of the weakness of our 
nature, we cannot always stand upright; 
looky I beseech thee, with pity and com- 
passion upon my frailties and infirmities; 
an^.^ffn^it me such health of body, and 
soundness of pind, that both in soul and 
body .1 may evermore serve thee with all 
•my strength and might, through Jesus 
Ch ris t Qur Lord. Amen. 

IV. 'Grant me, O gracious Lord, a pure 
intention of heart, and a stedfast resoluti- 
on to despise all vanity ; to fight the battle 
of the Lord manfully, against the world, 
tlie flesh, and the devil ; to spend my time 
religiously and usefully ; to walk always as 
in thy presence ; to preserve my body and 
soul in holiness fit for the habitation of the 
Spirit of God. Amen. 

V. O Lord, increase in me faith and 
devotion; replenish my heart with all 
goodness, and of thy great mercy keep 
irie in the same. Give me a peaceable 
spirit, rfnd a quiet life; a sober, patient 
utiderstandini;, and religious heart; a sonl 
full of devotion to do thee service ; and do 
thou mufce my -services acceptable to thee 
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while I live, and tny soul ready for thee 
when I die* Amen. 

VI. O Lord, make me humble to my 
superiors, and friendly to my equals ! thank-^ 
ful to my benefactors ; kind to my relationSi ' 
and loving and charitable to all men, even 
my very enemies. Make me gentle, aad 
easy to be entreated, slow to anger, and 
readily admonished; fiiUy prepared, and 
thoroughly furnished for every good word 
and work. Amen. 

VII. O Lord, give me spiritual wisdom, 
that I may discern what is pleasing to thee, 
and follow what belongs unto my peace J 
and let the knowledge and peace of God, 
and of Jesus Christ our Lord, be my guide 
and my portion all the days of my life;-^ 
Amen. 

VIII. To the King eternal, immoital, 
invisible, and only wise God, who is the 
ever blessed and adorable Trinity, be all 
honour and glory, thanksgiving and praise, 
now and for evermore. Amen. > i 



A ' Praifer for the whole State of Mankind, 

ACCEPT, O Lord, of my prayers and 
intercessions, as^a testimony of my 
charity for the wlwle race of maokiiKl. 

Knlighten the dark owners of the earth 
with the bright sunshiae of tiiy glorious 
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gospel ; and succeed the pious desi^s of 
all those that endeavour the propagation of 
^tfae kmgdom of thy Son ; that thy way may 
be known upon earth, and thy saving healtn 
among all nations. 

Let thy continual pity cleanse and de- 
fend thy church; and forasmuch as it 
cannot continue in safety without thy sue- 
<50ur, preserve it evermore by thy help and 
goodness. 

£ndue the governors and pastors of it 
with courage and resolution to preserve those 
sacred rights thou hast committed to their 
trust ; with zeal and diligence in promoting 
solid and substantial piety ; and with a con- 
scientious disicharge of all the important 
duties of their holy function. 

Let all secular magistrates study to 
govern their people with truth and justice ; 
and to presei*ve them in wealth, peace, and 
godliness. 

Bless our most gracious Sovereign Lord 
King George, our gracious Queen Char- 
lotte, their Royal Highnesses the Prince and 
Princess of Wales, and all the Royal Family, 
with -the dew of thy heavenly Spirit; 
that they ever trusting in thy goodness, 
protected by thy power, and crowned 
with thy gracious and endless favour, may 
continue before thee in health, peace, jov, 
and lionour, a long happy life upon earth, 
and after death obtain everlasting life and 
glory in the kingdom of heaven. 
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Let war and bloodshed cease among 
Christian princes, and give to all nations 
unihr, peace, and concord. 

Bless all the people of this land with 
health, peace, and plenty ; and teach them 
to use such thy blessings with sobriety, gra- 
titude« and cnarity. 

Make all Christians sincerely to practise 
the religion they profess ; and inspire them 
wich uniting principles, and charitable 
hearts; that they may love one another, 
and thereby convince the world they are 
thy disciples. 

Be merciful to all my friends, relations, 
and acquaintance; those that are in sin, 
convert them ; those that are in grace, con- 
firm and strengthen them ; those that are 
in adversity, comfort and support them ; 
and those that are in prosperity, suffer them 
not to forget thee. 

Forgive all my enemies ; make them easy 
and ready to be reconciled ; and give them 
repentance and better minds. 

Be gracious to all that are in affliction 
and distress ; that labour under the straits 
of poverty ; that suffer persecution for the 
testimony of a good conscience; that 
mourn under captivity or banishment, or 
any unjust oppression; that are exercised 
with bodily pains and diseases ; that are 
solicited with strong temptations, or are 
dejected with terrors and troubles of 
mmd. 
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Pity and relieve their several necessities; 
give them patience under all their suffer- 
ings, and in thy due time deliver them 
according to thy mercy. 

Assist those that are at the point of 
death ; and when their strength fails, let 
not their faith fail ; even in death enable 
them to trust in (hee. Grant this, O mer- 
ciful God, for the merits of thy Son Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



IVhen this Infercesssion is used on Sacrament 
Dnys^ whatfollmcs may be added. 

SHED tliy'particular grace and benedic- 
tion upon all those who are partakers 
of tlie holy communion, this day in any part 
of thy church. 

. That they may persevere in their holy 
purposes and resolutions, and may conform 
themselves to the model of their crucified 
Saviour. 

And may the pattern of his piety and 
devotion, of his humility and charity, of 
his meekness and patient suffering, be so 
lively imprinted upon all our minds, that 
ivc may transcribe his example in our lives 
and conversations. 

That thus commemorating his all-suffi- 
cient sacrifice upon earth, we may receive 
ihe everlasting benefit of it in thy heavenly 
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kingdoti), and bless and praise thee for k 
to all eternity* Amen. 



.'I 



" A General Thanks ^ivins^. 



OMOST glorious and eternal LonI 
God, thou art the great Creator of 
heaven and earth, and the source and 
fountain of all good, look graciously up- 
on thy servant, who am conie into thy 
presence, to offer up the humble tribute 
of my unfeigned praises to thy Divine 
Majesty, from a heart truly moved with' 
a sense of thy infinite arid unspeafciriMe 
goodness. 

r bless thee, O Lord, for creating me 
at first out of nothing, for causing me to 
be bom of Christian Parents, and for ad- 
mitting me by holy baptism into the 
communion of thy church ; for all the 
helps and assistances of thy giace, whicli 
I have since had, to enable me in aiiy 
measure to perform the engagements that 
were then made in my behalf; for im*- 
planting in my mind an early fear of off- 
fending thee, and a great desire of pleas- 
ing thee ; for whatever sin I have at any 
time escaped, and whatever good I have 
done through the whole course of mf^ 
life. 

I bless thee, O Lord, for all iK^ ^^- 
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tience and forbearance towards me, for 
sparing ntc so long, and giving me so 
large a space for repentance; for all the 
motions of thy good spirit ; and the checks 
and restraints of my own conscience; the 
many opportunities thou hast given me 
of serving thee, and calling upon thy 
name, particularly ^ O Lof^d, for those of 
this daj/^ and for all other the means of 
grace, and for the hopes of glory ; but, 
above all, I magnify, I bless, I adore thy 
rat and glorious name, for sending thy 
^n into the world, to die for the redemp- 
tion of me and all mankind. 

I bless thee likewise, O Lord, for all the 
temporal mercies which I have received 
from thy most bountiful hand; for that 
measure of health I have enjoyed ; for the 
many friends and relatioais thou hast given 
me ; fqr delivering me from the great ca- 
lamities I have justly deserved, and with 
M'hich many of thy best and dearest ser- 
vants have been visited. It is to tbv 
goodness I ascril?^ it, that I have the use 
of my senses and of my reason; that I 
am not languishing upon a bed of sick- 
ness, nor «;roaning under the sharpest 
pains ; that I am not pining with want, 

nor forced to beg my daily 

This is to be varied bread, but am competently 
according to every provided for, and sec my 
person^ condition. ^j^ar wife and children, and 

many other comforts round 
about me. It is from thee alone, O Lord, 
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my affairs do in any measure prosper, or any 
die leasf of my undertakings succeed; it is 
thy wisdom that, directs me, thy truth that 
instructs me, and thy power that at all 
times preserves me. 

More particularly, O Lord, I desire, to 
bless and praise thy holy name, for \ti€r$ 
may be mentioned any other particulars, mer^ 
cies, or deliverances^ 

And now, O Lord, what returns shall I, 
that am a poor sinner, make for all these 
marvellous instances of thy mercy and 
loving kindness? O let my tongue be 
daily sounding forth thy praises ; and grant 
' that 1 may manifest the sincerity of those 
praises by a holy life and conversation, by 
walking before thee in all godliness and 
honesty; by serving thee faithfully, and 
making a right use of all those blessings 
thou bestowest on me: by studying to 
please thee in all things, and doing every 
thing that becomes the servant of so kind 
and bountiful a master. 

O let me never behave myself in so un- 
grateful a manner as to provoke thee to 
withdraw thy mercies from me; but give 
me such a lively sense of thy loving kind- 
ness, as may excite my thankfulness, and 
engage me to pay a willing and cheerful 
obedience to thy commandments ; that, 
devoting myself entirely to thy service, I 
may daily grow in grace, and be conti- 
nually advancing to new degrees of thy 
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favour; that so these blessings herCi may 
be an earnest of thy future mercies, which 
I beseech thee to grant me, for the sake of 
thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,-^ 
to whom, with thee, O Father, and the 
Holy Ghost, be ascribed, as is most due, 
all honour, glory, power, thanksgiving, 
and praise, both now and for evermore* 
Amen. 



» A Cancluding Prayer. 

« 

BLESSED be thy name, O Lord, for 
the opportunity thou hast this day 
vouchsafed me of Immbling myself before 
thee. Pardon, 1 most humbly beseech thee,, 
all my failings and defects at this time, 
^he wanderings of my prayers, the cold- 
ness of my affections, and the disproportion 
of m^y repentance to the heinousness of 
those sins which I have committed. O 
let thy mercy and goodness supply what is 
wanting in me, and be thou graciously 
pleased to pity my weaknesses, and forgive 
my infirmities, through the merits and for 
the sake of thy beloved Son, and my alone 
Saviour, Jesus Christ the Righteous; to 
whom witli thee, and the Holy Ghost, be 
all honour and glory ascribed, now and for 
fvejmorc. Amen. 
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AN OFFICE FOR THE SICJL 

* 

A Prai/er at the Beginnings of any $icknessy 
which, mdxj also he used during its Continue 
a nee. ' 

O ALMIGHTY God and merciful Fa^ 
ther, whose never-failing providence 
ordereth all things, both in heaven smd 
earth; I desire, with the profoundest reve-» 
rence, to humble myself before thee, ac- 
knowledging that thou, even in thy se- 
verest, dispensations, hast kind intentions 
and gracious designs towards us; behold 
me, thy poor, servant, upon whom thou hast 
been pleased to lay thine afflicting hand; 
sanctify, I beseech thee, this thy fatherly- 
correction to me, and grant that I may 
receive it with all the patience and sul>-^ 
mission of a dutiful child. Suffer me not,' 
O Lord, to murmur or repine under any 
dispensations of thy providence; but let 
all that is afflictive to me be a means to 
wean me from the world, to bring me 
nearer to thyself, and to purge away all 
that dross and defilement which my soul 
has contracted in this sinful life. I know, 
O Lord, that thy judgments are right, 
and that thou of thy goodness hast caused 
me to be troubled; O give me such a 
measure of grace and patience,, as may^ 
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enable me cheerfully and willingly to sub- 
mit my will to thine. 

I aclcnowledge, O Lord, that I hare 
justly deserved to be severely dealt with by 
thee; for, notwithstanding all the gentle 
methods which thou hast used towards roe, 
I have not loved thee as I ought to do ; 
but in the days of health and prosperity 
have forgottten thee my God, and turned 
aside after vanity and folly ; but O merci« 
ful Father, let not my sins provoke tliee to 
turn away thy face from me thy servant, 
now seeking unto thee in this time of my 
trouble; shut not up the bowels of thy 
tender compassions from me ; but for the 
merits and intercessions of thy beloved Son, 
pardon all my sins, the proper causes of all 
my sorrows, and vouchsafe, I beseech thee, 
for his sake, to be reconciled unto me. O 
suffer me not to sink under the heavy load 
and burthen of my transgressions, but stretch 
forth thy helping hand to save and deliver 
me ; and say unto my soul, I am thy salva- 
tion. 

O Lord, support me under all my pains, 
weaknesses, and infirmities ; strengthen my 
faith, enlarge my hopes, increase my cha- 
rity, and perfect my repentance. Make 
thou my bed in my sickness, and lay not 
more upon me than thou wilt enable me to 
bear ; give a blessing to the means that shall 
be used for my recovery ; and if it be thy 

food pleasure, restore me to my former 
^aJth, that I may lead the residue of my 
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life in thy fear and to thy glory; but if 
thou hast determined that this sickness shall^ 
be unto death/ grant, O merciful Father, 
that the more the outward man decayeth, 
so much the more I may find the inner man 
strengthened and renewed with thy grace 
and Holy Spirit. O give me grace io to 
take thy visitation, that after this painful 
life is ended, I may dwell with thee in Ufc 
everlasting, through the merits and media- 
tion of Jesus Christ, my dear and only Sa? 
viour. Amen. 

Our Father J S^c. 



A Bhert Prayer to he used by a Sick Person 
evefy Time he takes any Physic, 

OLORD, without whom all our endea- 
vours are but vain, give thy blessing 
to the means now used for my recovery, 
and (if it be thy bleflsed will) make them 
so effectual for that end^ that I may liv« 
and be an instrument of thy glory, and 
better prepared for the coming of my dear 
Lord. Amen. 
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A. Pratferjbr Repent a^ifie in Sickness^ 

' ■ '• ! ! ■ : 

I TJ IGHTEOUS art thou, O God, iq all 
* XV those pains and sorrows which thou 
hast brought upon me ; I receive my gick- 
Siess as the chastisement of a sinner ; and 
Tim willing to bear chastisement for- my 
sifts, that I may thereby be reclaimed from 
them. 

But, O Lord, correct me not. in thine 
Hnger, lest thou bring me to nothing ; judge 
me not according as my sins have deserved, 
^ut as my weaknesses cap bear, and a3 thy 
xJompassioDS are wont. to mitigate thy judg- 
ments. And oh ! let my sickness work 
iu. jiie a true repentance, and prove ^ 
liappy pi cans to reclaiip ni^ perfectly A:om 
all ^he sins which I have.formerly commit- 
ted, ;inot to occasion my committing more; 
and tp. confer that rest and peace upon my 
foul, which is now denied to my body. 
All which I humbly beg for our dear I^rd 
and Saviour Jesus Christ's sake. Aynen. 

II. Thou smitest me, O gracious Lord, 
that thou mayst cure me, and punishest me, 
that thou mayst amend and reclaim me. 
My sins justly deserved these sorrows; and 
I know assuredly thou wilt bring infinitely 
worse upon me, unless I prevent the same 
by a timely and true repentance. Help 
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me, thercfore, G my God, to search' out 
-my sins, and to discover every accursed 
thing ; and when I see them, let me entirely 
renounce them all. Let thy love cause me 
to hate every evil way, and make my reso- 
lutions again§t sin honest and sincere, and 
my care to fulfil the same vigilant and pa^ 
ticnt. If thou shalt be pleased to tontinite 
me any longer in this world, grant that all 
the remainder of my days may be one con- 
tinued course of reforming my past errors, 
and of devoting myself entirely to thy ser- 
vice. I 
Lord, cure my folly by this my misery, 
and teach me by the loss of my bodily cast, 
to purchase the blessing of true repent- 
ance, and the comfortable hopes or thy 
merciful acceptance thei'eof, tiiroiigh the 
merits of our dear Lord and Savioirr Jesus 
Christ. Amen. « 

Om' Father y Sgc. 

*To make his confessions and other acts' 

* of repentance with greater sureness. and 
-* satisfaction to himself, the sick person 
^ must ftrst discover his sins, by examining' 

* himself, and trjing^ his ways by Ooas 
' commandments, and mquiring 'into the 
'state of his sotil, to see whetherlieis al- 
' ready safe within the terms of pardon, or 
' Avhat he wants to make hirti so. This is 

* a work for alt men at all thncs, who would 
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^ live with safet}^ or die with peace ; but 
' especially for sick and dying persons, who 
^ sot only ought, but also more commonly 
' are wont to make it th^ir earnest desire 
^ and care ; and in their performance of 
^ this important dut^ of Self-Examination^ 
' they will find assistance in the Office of 
^ Humiliation/ ' 

Jl Prayer Jor Trwt in God in Sickna^. 

O ALMIGHTY God, cur only help » 
time of trouble, look with pity and 
compassioa upon me, now under thy afflict- 
ing hand. Be thou my stay and confidence 
under all my sorrows and afflictions, and 
suffer me not to sink imder the weight of 
them through any dejections or faintness of 
spirit 

Give me such an entire trust and con- 
fidence in thy mercy, through the merits 
of my dear lledeemcr, that 1 may cast all 
my care upon thee, and with cheerful- 
ness commit myself into thy hands, as- 
suredly believing that all things shall work 
together for good to them that love thee : 
and, O Lord, grant that I may be found 
juch a one, as through thy great mercy 
may be entitled to the benefit of thy gra* 
cious promises. Make me willing and 
ready to yield to thy wisdom, and to pre- 
fer thy will before my own; to be con- 
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tented to bear what thou pleaseat, apd: to 
be eased of fiiy burthen in thy tijue, which 
is always best. But, O Lord^ however 
thou art pleased to deal with my body,; .yet 
spare my soul, I beseech thfec, and dehvec 
it from the bitter pains of eternal death. O 
take me not out of this world, till thou ait 
reconciled unto me, and hast fitted me, in 
some measure, for thy heavenly kingdom. 
Grant, O Lord, that whether I live, I may 
live unto thee; or whether I die, I may die 
unto thee; so that living and dying I may 
be thine, through Jesus Christ, my ever 
blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Amen. 



Pi^avers of sick or dyim Persons for trusting 
in God U'ith their Jvives and Children. 

■■'r»' 
I. /^ LORD, if tliou sees* ifit to call me to 
\J thyself by this sickiic^sl, let my dear 
wife and children, and all\ who, ^under theq, 
depend on me, betake themselves to thee. 
I humbly beg leave to commend them to 
thy mercy ; for I know thou art the helper 
*of the friendless, the father of the father- 
less, and the husband of the widow; and 
therefore my heart is at ease, when I con- 
sider that I leave them in thy hands, where 
they arc infinitely safer, and will be infi- 
nitely happier than ever they could be in 
mine, or in any othqr but in thine. And 1 
beg that they may ever have thy good ^vo- 
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vidence for their support and stay in this 
world, and thy peace and love in that which 
is to come. Amen. 

II. When I am gone, O my dear Grod, 
let not those I leave behind me be desti- 
tute of thy care ; but as thou art their Fa- 
tjier, be thou gi'aciously pleased to provide 
tbr all their wants, and protect them from 
all wrongs. Supply to tnem, by thy kind 
providence, whatever they shall want of 
outwa^ helps. 

Enable them, O Lord, evermore to place 
Xhcix love and delight in thee, to fix their 
trust and confidence in diy mercy, and to 
submit to all thy dispensations concerning 
them ; for then I know, that though they 
should have none to counsel them, where 
they are unskilful ; nor to right them, 
where they may be wronged ; yet thy Spirit 
will be their guide, and thy blessing will 
make up all. Oh ! that tliy will and honour 
may always be their care, that so their needs 
and welfare may ie always thine: keep 
th^m from doing any thing that may for- 
feit thy fatherly care and good providence, 
and train them up, good Loid, stcd^astly 
in thy fear ; that being preserved from all 
the evils and temptations of this world, 
they may at last be brought in safety to tlie 
unspeakable joys of that which is tar better, 
wen the ftuition of thy bkssed self, for 
the sake of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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A Prayer under ihc ConiUmance ofSicknesf. 

O MERCIFUL and righteous God, the 
Sovereign Lord of life and death, our 
only help in time of trouble ; I, thy poor 
creature, upon whom thou hast laid tliine 
afflicting hand, fly unto thee for succour. 
I desire, O Lord, humbly to accept of thi^ 
thy visitation, and most earnestly bcBcech 
thee to enable me to bear it with such pa^ 
tience and submission afi becomes a erea«> 
ture and a sinner : and, O merciful Father^ 
who designest not the ruin, but the.ameodr 
ment of those whom thou scourgest, I ber 
seech thee to sanctify all my aMictions to 
me, and grant that this sickness at* my body 
may be a means of health to my jsoul, and 
inspiring me with resolutions never more 
to depart from thee. 

To that end, O Lord, naake me diligejrt 
ill searching my heart, and O do thou en^ 
able me to discover every thing hateful, in 
thy sight ; and on my true and sincere re* 
pentance, I beseech thee, remove thine 
anger from me. Heal my soul, O Lord, 
which has greatly sinned against thee, and 
then, (if it be thy blessed will,) heal my 
body also. Restore the voice of joy and 
health unto my dwelling, that I may live 
to praise thee, and be an instrument of thy 
glory, by doing good in my generation. 

l2 



244 An Office for the Sick Part 11. 

But if, in thy great wisdom, thou hast other- 
wise determined, and seest it best to take 
me out of this world, O fit and prepare me 
for that hour; and deliver me not, I be- 
seech th^e, into the bitter pains of eternal 
death. Thou knowest the secrets of my 
heart, O shut not up thy merciful ears to 
my prayers, but hear me, O Lord mosf 
holy; O God most mighty, O holy and 
merciful Saviour, thou most worthy 
Judge eternal, suffer me not at my last 
hour, for any pains of death to fell from 
thee. And, O thou tender and compas- 
sionate lover of souls, I most earnestly be- 
seech thee, tliat when the time appointed 
for my great change shall come, thou wilt 
have mercy on me, and deliver me, and 
strengthen me in my conflict; that thoii 
wilt support me in my dying agonies, and 
defend me from the enemy, and from his 
terrors, and show me one glimpse of the 
light of thy countenance, that I may know 
and be assured, that thou art perfectly at 
peace with me ; and that thou wilt receive 
me into the blessed company of saints and 
angels in thy heavenly habitation, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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A Pi^ayer for a Person under any grievous 

Fains. 



/^ GOD, our refuge and strefigth, who 
^^ art a present help in time of trouble, 
O look graciously upon me, I most earnestly 
beseech thee ; and, if it be thy blessed will, 
send me ease and comfort in this time of 
my distress. I acknowledge, O Lord, the 
justice of thy dealings towards me. I con- 
fess that I have deserved much greater 
pains than I now feel ; O let me then never 
murmur nor repine under any affliction thou 
seest fit to lay upon me. Give me a meek 
and quiet submission to thy will that I may 
wait with patience till thou see^t fit to de- 
liver me. Suflfer not the extremity of my 
pains to transport me into any rash or un- 
oecoming expressions, or cause me to en- 
tertain a hard thought of thy providence } 
but whatever evils or sorrows I may feel, 
let me still love thee, and believe thee 
to be a kind and merciful Father, even 
whilst thou art smiting and correcting 
me. 

• And, O blessed Lord, that I may be 
enabled so to do, be pleased, in thy great 
mercy, to strengthen and support me with 
the consolations of thy Holy Spirit, and lay 
not mpre upon nie than thou wilt eaabUi 

l3 
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me to bear. I know thou art able to deliver 
me, and therefore in thee do I put my trust. 
Sanctify this affliction to me, that it may 
produce in me the fruits of a true and sin* 
cere repentance. 

O Lord, hear me ; O Lord, help me, for 
thy mercy '3 sake, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



A Prayer to be used by a sick Persmi when 
he finds any abatement of his Distemper. 

m 

f\ FATHER of mercies, and God of all 
^^ comfort^ who has vouchsiifcd to grant 
me some ease, and to abate the furv of my 
present distemper ; accept, I humbly pray 
thee, of my unfeigned thanks for this^ 
and all other thy mercies bestowed utx)n 
me. 

Blessed be thy goodness, O Lord, that I 
have strength to praise thee ; that my senses 
and understanding are preserved entire; 
and though I am brought very low, I am 
not without hopes that thou wilt yet raise 
me up. O perfect, if it be thy blessed 
will, what thou hast begun in me; and for* 
take not, I beseech thee, the works of thy 
own hands. Repair all the decays in my 
outward man, and let my mind also b« 
endued with greater strength and abilities 
to do tbce service, and with stronger de^ 
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sires and resolutions of loving and obeying 
thee. 

Visit me, O Lord, with thy heavenly con- 
solations ; fill me with comfortable thoughts 
of thy love, and of that tender compas- 
sionate care which our Lord Jesus takes of 
all his afflicted servants. Give me still a 
more perfect submission to thy will, that 
without any murmuring or repining, I may 
wait upon thee till thou seest fit to finish 
my recovery : and as my strength increases, 
so let my resolutions grow stronger of serv- 
ing thee faithfully all the remainder of my 
life ; for which ead, I implore the assist- 
ance of thy Holy Spirit, through Jesus 
Christ : to whom with thee> Q Father, and 
the ever blessed Spirit, be all lionour, glory, 
love, service, and obedience, by me, and aii 
tby CKcatures, for cvQrnwre, Amem 
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Prayers to he used by one or more in a Fa- 
niilif^ in the Presence of a sick Person ; 
any of which may be also used by a Person 
in Private^ in behalf of sick Friends^ and 
ma^ be added to the Morning and Evening 
Prayers in the Family. 

[JFhen these Prayers are used by one Person 
07ily^ he must use I, instead of We ; Me, 
instead' of Us. The fFords Him, He, His, 
ere printed in a different Character^ that 
if the sick Person be of the othe^' &r. 
Him ^711^ His, may be more readily changed 
for Her ; He, for She.] 

L r\ ALMIGHTY God, the help of all 
^^ that put their trust in thee, the re- 

Jief of the needy, the sovereign good of all 
mankind; hear the prayers tee now offer 
unto thy Divine Majesty, in the behalf of 
thy servant now lying upon the bed of sick- 
ness. Look upon him^ we pray thee, with 
thy tenderest pity and compassion, and be 
thou gracious and favourable unto him^ ac- 
cording to the necessities of his case, and 
according to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies in Christ Jesus. 

In submission to thy most wise disposal 
of things, we beseech thee to abate his dis- 
temper, to ease his pains, and restore A/w, 

m thy due time, to his Ibvmer health and 
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strength^ that he may have a longer time to 
work out his salvation, and be more useful 
in his station, and do more good in his ge- 
neration : hilt however thou snalt I^e pleased 
to deal with him, as to the concerns of his 
body, yet, O Lord, let his soul be ever pre- 
cious in thy sight; wash and cleanse it^ «re 
beseech thee, in the blood of thy dear Son^ 
that it may be delivered from all the defile- 
ments it hath contracted in this sinful life, 
and be presented pure and spotless before 
the throne of grace. 

Oh! give htm a right discerning of the 
things which belong to his peace, and let 
them never be hid from his eyes. 

Enable him to finish the great >voik h$ 
has to do ; give him a true and unfeigned 
repentance of all his sins, and a film reliance 
on thy gracious promises; and grant that 
he may find that peace of God which passes 
all understanding. 

Fit A/772, O Lord, for living and dying, 
and for whatever, in thy wise and righteous 
providence, thou hast designed for him. 
And if thou hast determined that this sick- 
ness shall be a sickness unto death, and this 
visitation his last visitation, prepare himj O 
merciful God, by thy grace, for thy blessed 
self, and grant him a safe and comfortable 
passage out of this world to that which is 
infinitely better, through the merits and 
mediation of thy blessed Son, our only Sa- 
viour, Jesus Chxist Amen. 

l5 
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O God the Father of heaven^ 
Have mercy upon Aim, 
Keep and defend him. 
O Goa the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
Save hintf and deliver him, 
Have mercy upon him. 
O God the Holy Ghost, proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, 
Have mercy upon him. 
Strengthen and comfort him. 
O holy, blessed, glorious Trinity, 

Have mercy upon him. 
Remember not, Lord, hir offences, nor 
tM to mind the offences of his forefathers; 
but spare him, good Lord, spare this thy 
servant, whom thou hast redeemed with 
tby most precious blood, and be not angry 
Vith Mm for ever. 

j^rehim, good Lord. 

From thy wrath and heavy indignation ; 
from the fear of death ; from the guilt and 
burthen of his sins ; and from the dreadful 
sentence of the last judgment, 

Good Lord, deliver him. 

From the sting and terrors of conscience; 
from distrust or despair ; from anguish or 
agony, that may any way withdraw his mind 
from thee, 

Good Lord, deliver him. 

From the bitter pains of eternal death; 
from the powers of darkness ; and from the 
illusions and assaults of our ghostly enemy, 
Good Lordy deliver him. 
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By thy maniibld and g^rent nierQies ; by 
the manifold and great merits of Jesus 
Christ thy Son ; by nis agony and bloody 
sweat ; by his strong crying and tears ; 
by his bitter cross and passion; by his 

glorious resurrection and ascension; by 
is effectual and most acceptable interces- 
sion; and by the graces and comforts of 
thy Holy Spirit, 

GoadZardj deSver him. 

In the time of extremity ; in his last and 
greatest need ; in the hour of death, and 
in the day of judgment, 

Goad Lord^ deHva* him. 

fVe sinners do beseech thee to hear ui^ 
O Ix)rd God ; that it may please thee to 
assuage his pains, and give nim patience to 
bear his sickness; and when thou shalt 
call him home^ give him a quiet and joyful 
departure: 

We beseech thee to hear us, Good Lord. 

. Tliat it may please thee to make him 
partaker of all thy mercies and promises in 
Christ Jesus: 
We beseech thee to hear us, Good Lord. 

That it may please thee after this lifci 
to bestow upon himxhe state of joy, bliss, 
and happiness with all thy blessed saints in 
thy heavenly kingdom : . 

We beseech thee to hear us, Good Lord. 

ol6 



252 Aft 4)Jieef^ fH&SieA • Vktt IL: 
ion of Grfiid, 7»^ beseech thee to hear us. 

.. O Lfiinb.of God, that t^ikcst away tlie 
sitjs of the world, . 
Jlear our prayers^ and have mercy upo» 

lIL Lord; raise up thy 
. This Is tp be used power, aud. come among 

very. succour tuy poov scrvaut, 

now lanffuishinsr under very 
jtv^t weakness of body ; look with an eye 
^ifiimer^y upon Aim, wno, in appearance, is 
now drawing near the time of hh disso- 
lution ; perfect, O Lord, his repentance, 
and make it effectual through the blood of 
tlte 'ever-blesseii Jesitjs ; and for Christ's 
sike, pardon all the errors of his past life, 
that he may cc^me to his great change 
vvithaut guilt, and feel its near approach 
without fear and tenor. O give hhn a 
lirm and well-grounded assurance, that 
th6u ait fully reconciled unto him; and 
now he is entering into the valley of the 
j^hadow of deaths take care of him, and 
cany him through that dark passage, into 
the . bright regions of eternal bliss; but 
whetlier thou seest fit to give him such 
a' foretaste of happiness; yet, O merciful 
CjOcI, take hirn'riOt out of this world, be- 
fore he is fitted and prepared ; that when 
fte goes to meet the bridegroom, he may 
not "find the door of everlasting happiness 



shut ag-ainst him. 
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O Lord, \vith tHee nothmg is impossible;' 
if thou wilt, thou canst even yet Taisie AwTf 
lip, and grant him a longer continuance i 
among us; but nevertheless, not ewr will, 
but thine be done: tve desire to leaKe 
him in tliy hand, and commend him to thy. 
mercies, and to the love and - compassion 
of the blessed Jesus. O Lord, hear kis^ 
prayers, and the prayers of all his friends 
for him ; support him in his dying agonies ; 
strengthen httn under all his weaknesses; 
visit hi??i with the strong consolations of 
thy Holy Spirit, and receive Ai;/i into the 
blessed society of saints and angels; there 
to love, jiraise, and adore, thee, for ever, 
through the. merits of thy beloved Son^ 
Jesus Christ the Righteous. Amen. 



EjacidatioJis for Sick and Dying Persans. 

■ ■ 

s 

O BLESSED Lord, who scourgest every 
son whom thou receivest, let me not 
be weary of thy correction. 

Give nie such a perfect submisj^ion .to 
llicc, the Father of Spirits, that this chas- 
tisement may be for my profit, and that I 
may thereby be made a partaker of thy ho- 
liness. 

I confess, O Lord, that I have deserved 
much greater punishments than I now feel. 

make me cheerfully and thankfully to 
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Iiear my present painft; chasten me as thou 
aeestfittmg; do with me what thou pleasest 
here» so I may not be condemned in the 
DirxNrid hereaflter. 

O Christy who first suiFeredst many and 
grievous things, and then enteredst into thy 
giory^ make me to suffer with thee, that I 
may also be slorified with thee. 

O Lord uod most holy, O Lord most 
mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour, 
dehver me not, I beseech thee, into the 
bitter pains of eternal death. 

O cast not off the bowels of thy tender- 
est compassions, but even as a rather pi- 
tieth his own children, so be thou mer- 
ciful unto me, thy sinful but repenting 
servant. 

O blessed High-Priest, who art able to 
save to the utmost them who come unto 
God by thee, save me, I beseech thee, 
who have no hopes but in thy merits and 
intercession. 

Suffer not, O my Redeemer, my soul, 
which thou hast purchased with the in- 
valuable price of^ thy own blood, to 
perish; but say unto me, I am thy sal- 
vation. 

dear Jesus, who humbledst thyself even 
to the death of the cross for me, let that 
precious death of thine sweeten all the bit- 
terness of mine. 

1 believe that thou shalt come to he my 
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I pray thee, therefore, help thy semuofc 
whom thou hast redeemed with thy most 
precious bloo4* 

Make me to be numbered with thy saints 
in glory everlasting. 

O receive me into that place of res^ 
where atl tears shall be wiped from my eyes ; 
where there shall be no more death, nor 
sorrow, nor crying, nor pain. 

O take me, where I shall for ever be* 
hold thy face, and follow the Lamb whi« 
thersoever he goeth« 

Into thy hands I commend my spirit, for 
thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God 
of truth* 

O Lord, in thee is my trust; O cast not 
out my soul. 

O Lord, in thee have I trusted, let me 
never be confounded. 



A Fraytrfor a Sick Child. 

r\ FATHER of mercies, and God of all 
^^ comfort, our only help in time of need; 
we fly unto thee for succour in behalf of 
this child here lying under thy hand in 
great weakness of body. 

I-XDok graciously upon it, O Lord; ease 
it, we beseech thee, of its pains, and pity 
it in its extremity. 

We know, O Lord, that if thou will 
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tfaoir canst' raise it up, audgi:^it it a longer 
ceatinuatice amongst us. 

O raise it up again (if it may please thee) 
to grow in year* and stature, in wisdom 
and thy fear, and thereby to comfort it* 
parents and to glorify thee. 
: . We believe,^ O God, that thou knowest 
best what is fit for it and us, and that thou 
wilt do what is best for both : and. there- 
fore we humbly resign its life to thee, ke- 
seeching thee to have mercy on us. 

But whether it live or die, let it be 
thine; and either preserve it to be thy true 
a«d faithful servant here on- earth, or take 
it to the blessedness of thy children in 
the kingdom of heaven, through the me- 
rits of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Clnist* 
Amen. 



A Thanksgiving after Recovery. 

/^ MOST mighty God and merciful Fa- 
^^ ther, I thy unworthy servant whom 
thou hast raised up from a dangerous 
sickness, do now present myself before 
thee, acknowledging it to be owing to 
thy goodness alone, that I am now alive, 
and have once more an opportunity of 
offering up prayers and praises at the 
throne of grace. Thou, O Lord, hast 
chastened me and corrected me, but hast 
not given me over unto death : ble&sed 
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therefore be that Divine Wisdom, which 
saw this late affliction seasonable. Blessed 
be that tender compassion, which in the 
inidst of wrath remembered mercy; which 
made all my bed in my sickness, passed 
by my impatience and many infirmities, 
raid inclined a willing ear until my sup- 
j)lications, when 1 cried unto thee in the 
time of my distress : blessed be the pow- 
erfuj influence of that grace, which disposed 
my heart to consideration and repentance. 
But, above all, blessed for ever be that 
power and goodness, which, by sparing 
me, when I had deserved to be cut oft, 
has now given me an opportunity of rec- 
tifying the errors of my past life, and re- 
forming whatever is amiss in me. 

Lord, let not this goodness of thine, 
nor my own serious purposes of better 
obedience, ever slip out of my mind ; but 
preserve in me a constant, tender sense of 
the great obligations I lie under of serv- 
ing thee faithfully all my days; make me 
every day more and more zealous in pro- 
moting thy glory, and the good of my 
brethren, in studying to please thee better 
than I have ever yet done ; and in devot- 
ing the remainder of that life, which thou 
bast given me, to the service of thee, my 
gracious Benefactor. 

1 humbly offer and present unto thee 
my soul and body, which thou hast so 
mercifully preserved, beseeching thee to 
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take them into thy custody. O let not the 
return to my health be accompanied with 
a Kturn to my former sins and follies; 
but let the experience I have had, how 
little any thing will profit in the time of 
trouble, besides a good conscience, so ef- 
fectually convince me of the necessity of a 
good life; so powerfully persuade me to 
the practice of religion; that it may make 
it the great study and endeavour, the con- 
stant business and employment of my whole 
Kfe, to love, adore, and serve thee, and in 
all things to become such as thou wouldst 
have me to. be. 

But, O Lord, fbcasmuch.aa without thee 
I am not. able to please thee, mercifully 
grant unto me such a measure of thy grace 
as may enal>le me to amend whatev^er has 
bten amiss m the temper and disposition 
of my mind, or in any of tlie actions of 
my life. Oh ! let me never more be led 
away by the deceitful promises of the 
world, the flesh or the devil; but grants 
O my God, that my hopes and affections 
may be unalterably fixed upon that eter- 
nal and unchangeable happiness which 
thou hast prepared for them that love 
thee. Let the thoughts and expectations 
of death and judgment be so constantly, 
80 powerfully present to my soul, as ef- 
fectually to work upon my mind, and to 
brin^ forth in me the fruits of a holy and 
seligious life. Let the pains and troubleti 
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I have lately felt, inspire me with a ten- 
der pity and compassion for the miseries 
and calamities of others, and make me 
ready, upon all occasions, to contribute 
what I can to the wants and necessities 
of my brethren ; and oh ! let those ta- 
lents which thou hast afresh committed 
to my trust, be so faithfully improved for 
thy glory, the good of others, and the bene- 
fit of my OAvn soul, that whenever thou 
shalt call me to give an account of my stew- 
ardship, I may not be condemned as an 
unprofitable servant, but may be found such 
a one as ihou shalt then pronounce faith- 
ful> and bid to enter into tliejoyof. my 
Lord. 

Grant this, O merciful Father, through 
tUb merits, and for the sake of thy deav 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom with 
thee and the ever-blessed Spirit, hcascrtbed^ 
as is most due, by me, and every creatuae, 
all honour, glory, power, dominion^ thanks- 
givings and praise, throughout all ages» 
Amen. 



A Prater for a Man that has lost his TVife^ 
or Jor any other Person that has lost/M 
Relation or Friend. 

f\ MOST mighty God, the sovereign 
^^ Lord of heaven and earth, thou art 
righteous in all thy ways, and holy uv ^VV 
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thy works, and doest every thing with 
minute wisdom, goodness, and love. I 
acknowledge thy justice, O Lord, in tak- 
ing from me my dear wifcy (or friend) 
and depriving me of the comforts I re- 
ceived from her (or his) precious life; 
for I am not worthy, I confess, of the 
least of all thy mercies, having so un- 
gratefully hehaved myself under the many 
blessings thou hast bestowed upon me. . O 
be thou j)leased, for thy dear Son's sake, 
to pardon my ingratitude, and deal not 
witn me according to the desert of my 
sins. 

Sanctify, O Lord, this affliction to me, 
and give me grace to bring my will to a 
meek and quiet submission to thine, that 
I may receive this loss, without murmtir' 
ing or repining at the dispositions of thy 
providence. 

Let not my grief, O Lord, exceed the 
bounds of reason and religion; but tem- 
per it, I beseech thee, with the consola- 
tions of thy Holy Spirit, that whatever I 
want of outward comforts, I may find 
made up to me by the inward joys of a 
^ood conscience. O let this loss, which 
tnou hast now been pleased should befal 
me, bring me home to thyself, and possess 
my mind with such a thorough sense and 
conviction of the uncertainty of all 
wordly blessings, that I may fix my 
heart, my hopes, and my desires, upon 
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those joys that will never fade ; upon those 
pleasures wliich art at thy right hand for 
evermore. 

And grant, O merciful Father, tliat every 
one of those, who are sharers with me in 
this affliction, may be partakers likewise of 
thy support and comfort ; teach us all so to 
number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto true wisdom ; and so to fit and 
prepare ourselves for that great account 
which we must one day give, that when 
the time of our appointed change shall 
come, we may look up to thee with joy 
and comfort, and may at last be received 
into that place of rest and peace, where 
all tears shall be wiped from our eyes, and 
all our troubles and sorrows shall have an 
end ; through the merits and for the sake 
of our blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



A Frayer for a Woman who hath lost her 

Husband. 

O BLESSED Lord, whose providence or- 
dereth all things both in heaven and 
earth ; thou givest, and thou takest away ; 
thou liftest up, and thou easiest down; 
whatever befals us is by thy wise ap- 
pointment; even the smallest as well as 
the greatest accidents of our lives are 
directed by thy hand: thou ha3t taken 
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from me my dear husband, a blessing I was 
no longer worthy of; O, be thou merciful 
unto me, and for the sake of my dear Re* 
^deemer, pardon the unworthy returns I have 
made for the blessings tbou hast been pleased 
to follow me with all my life long: and 
»give me grace, I beseech thee, patiently 
to submit to the afflictions which ttiou hast 
now brought upon me, and not murmui* 
ot repine under tne stroke of thy chastening 
hand. 

Suifermenot, O holy Father, to grieve 
like those that have no hope, nor to enter* 
tain any hard thoughts of thy pvovidence, 
because thou hast taken from me the great 
comfort of my life : I know thou canst 
abundantly make up this loss to me^ by 
giving me blessings far greater and mucn 
more valuable, such as no liappiness in this 
world can compare with. 

I desire, therefore, O Lord, to submit 
to thy win, and to repose myself under the 
care of thy good providence, assuredly 
believing, that 1 can never be destitute 
whilst I have thee for my friend, nor mise* 
rable so long as thou art my portion. 

O be thou then to me whatever I may 
want of outward helps : and though thou 
hast been pleased to take from me so great 
a tempoial blessing, yet O let me never be 
deprived of thy spiritual mercies: what- 
ever comforts thou deniest me, deny me 
not, I beseech thee, the comfort of thy 
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love, but let that be my portion and inhe- 
ritance, the support of my life, and the 
relief of my soul, under all the troubles and 
afflictions of this world. 

Raise me up friends, O Lord, tlmt may 
assist me in all my exigencies ; but espe- 
cially do thou teach and instruct me, tlwt* 
I may manage those affairs which ai^e now 
devolved upon me with prudence, justice, 
and integrity. 

Let not my carriage and behaviour, O 
Lord, be vain and fantastic, light, and fool* 
ish, but decent and modest, suitable to the 
condition thou hast been pleased to bring 
me to, and such as becomes a woman pro- 
fessing godliness^ * 

Grant that I may educate 
my children in a holy and ™^ "»^ ^p ^« ^"™['- 

f. . J u • ted where the 

religious manner, and brmg ^^^,^^ y^^^ ,^^ 
them up in the fear and ad- children. 
mcmition of thee the Lord: 
and oh! let thy blessing be always upon 
their heads : give them grace to hearken to 
wise instruction, and dei^d them from, the 
evils and temptations of this world. O Lord, 
they are now cast upon thy care, O be thou 
their Father, and never leave them nor for- 
sake them, but let thy providence be their 
support, and thy Spirit their guide and 
connsdlon 

And grant, O merciful Father, that both 
they and 1 may learn, from the instability 
of human comforts, to delight more in 
thyself, and less in earthly things* I-el 
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us never think ourselves unhappy while \vc 
can enjoy thee, nor muimur or repine at 
any losses, sn long as we arc the objects of 
thy love, and the care of thy good provi- 
dence: and oh! give us grace so to live 
that we may comfortably look up to thee 
at all times, as our constant friend, and 
most tender father; as our life and our 
health, our rest and our joy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amai. 



AN OFFICE FOR WOMEN WITH 

CHILD. 



jI Prayer to be frequent ly used by a TFofnan 

' xcitk Child. 

/" ^ (iOI), who art the author of our being, 
^^ \\\v. fouiit'iin of life, and of all bless- 
ihfjs spiriliial and tcni|)oral; thou art great, 
and cloest wondrous things, thou art God 
alone ; 1 adore thy glorious majesty, which 
iias begun nn exeellent work in me, which 
no eye but tliinc sees, and no hand but thy 
ahniglity power can finish. 

iJc please<l, I beseech thee, in thy 
great goodness, to perfect and complete 
ti)at which thou hast now begun in me; 
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give it its clue shape, and full growth, 
and preserve me from all frights, or evil 
accidents, which may cause me to mis- 
carry. 

And bless it, O God, in mind as well 
as in body ; endue it with an understand** 
ing capable to know thee, with a heart 
strongly bent to fear thee, and with all 
those holy and good dispositions that may 
make it always amiable in thy sight. Oh ! 
sanctify it, I beseech thee> from the womb^ 
and receive and reckon it for thy child, as 
soon as it is mine ; lent to me for my com- 
fort, but created and reserved by thee for 
thy service and glory. 

O Lord, I humbly commit both mjriftclf 
and this babe which is conceived in me, 
to thy mercy and goodness: strengthen 
and enable me, I beseech thee, to go 
through all the pains and imeasiness of 
child-bearing, with patience and submis- 
sion to thy will; considering that they 
are the just punishment of sin ; give me 
an huriible trust and dependence on thy 
fatherly care and good providence; and 
make me, in thy good time, a joyful mo- 
ther to a hopeful child, which may live to 
be an instrument of thy glory, and by serv- 
ing thee faithfully, and doing good in its 
generation, may be received into thy 
everlasting kingdom, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord and only Saviour. Amtn. 
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but according to thy mercy think thou upon 
me, O Lord, for thy goodness. 

The sorrows of my heart are enlarged ; 
oh ! bring thou me out of my troubles. 

Look upon my adversity and misery, and 
forgive me all my sins ; that I may show the 
voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy 
wondrous works. 

O hide not thou thy face from me; nor 
cast thy sen-ant away in displeasure. — 
Thou hast been my suocqiur; leave me 
not, neither forsake me, O God of my 
salvation. 

Hear me, O Lord, far thy loving kind- 
ness is comfortable; turn thee unto mc, 
according to the multitude of thy mercies. 
Thou art my helper and Redeemer, 
make no long tarrying, O my God; nor 
suffer me to sink under the burthen of my 
pains. 

O my soul, wait thou still upon God for 
my hope is in him. 

In God is my health and my glory, the 
rock of my might; and in God is my 
trust. 

Oh ! be thou my help in this time of my 
trouble ; for without thee vain is the help 
of man. 

Oh ! look upon me, and be merciful unto 
me, as thou used to be unto those that love 
thy name. 

O Lord, let it be thy pleasure to deliver 
me ; make haste, O Lord, to help me. 
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A Prayer to be used by a Husband^ or other 
Friend, in private, for a IVoman in Labour, 
and which, by cha7iging I for we, may be 
used by the Friends of' the Woman in her 
Presence. 

f\ GOD, our refuge and strength, I fly 
^^ unto thee fw succour in behalf of thy 
servant, noM|.«4ftbouring under the pains 
and anguish of child birth. Shorten h^r 
sorrows, increase her patience, and lay not 
more upon her than thou wilt enable her 
to bear. 

O hear her prayers, and let* her crying 
come unto thee; ibrsake her bot, 1 be- 
seech thee, when her strength failetir:: 
give her a humble trust and confiddme in 
thy goodness; arid oh! let her find that 
the support and comforts of thy Holy Spi- 
rit far exceed the pains that she is noM" to 
go through. 

Give her quiet submission to thy blessed 
will, and in thy good time send her ease 
and deliverance. Preserve that infant 
which now struggles for its birth ; and (if 
it be thy good pleasure) make her speedily 
a joyful mother of a hopeful child, that may 
live to be an instrument of thy glory, and 
useful in its generation. 

O Lord, I leave her in thy hands, and 
resign her to thy will; humbly beseech- 
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bless and praise thy holy name, for thy 
late mercies vouchsafed unto me, in dili- 
vering me fix)m the great pains and peril 
of child-birth : it was thy power that pre- 
served me, thy goodness that delivered me, 
and thy hand that supported me, when 
pain and sorrow laid hold upon me. Praised 
therefore be that infinite love which moved 
thee to deal so graciously with thy servant, 
and to enable a weak and feeble creature 
to go through the sorrow and anguish of 
travail. 

O Lord, give me such a sense of thy 
^eat goodness to to me, that I may make 
It the great study and business of my life 
to serve and please thee in all things ; 
that so my returns of duty and obedience 
may, in some measure, be answerable to 
those many mercies I have received at thy 
b^ds. 

Mortify and subdue in me all sinful and 
corrupt affections, and whatever may tend 
to alienate my love to thee, and to slacken 
mj' endeavours after the pursuit of heavenly 
tilings. 

I commend, likewise, O 

TliiH is to be added Lord, to thy niercy and 

if the chil<i is living, goodness, that tender in- 

tUut which thou hast lately given me. 

Sanctify it, I humbly pray thee, and so 
All it with the graces of thy Holy Spirit, 
that it may be ever in the number of thy 
faithful servants. 
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And grant, O merciful Father, that I 
may never be wanting in my duty towards 
it ; but enable me by thy grace, to bring it 
up in the nurture and admonition of thee the 
Lord ; that as it grows in years, so it may 
increase in grace, and thy favour, and be a 
comfort to me all my days, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; to whom with thee, O 
Father, and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed, 
as is most due, all honour, glory, power, 
thanksgiving, and praise, both now and for 
evermore. Amen. 

In case of dangerous sickness^ see proper pray^ 
ers in the Office for the Sick. 
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r\ ALMIGHTY God, andmercifiilFatheri 
^^ who hast given thy only Son Jesus 
Christf to die for us, who didst institute a 
holy feast in commemoration of that hif 
most precious death, thereby to preservjC 
in. our minds a constant remembrance of 
his great love, in laying down his life 
for our. sakes: I, thy unworthy servant^ 
who am now invited to thy holy temple^ 
do humbly adore thy Divine Majesty, ac* 
knowledging that I am npt worthy.,df Imy 
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that thy example may excite in Christians 
a true and real concern for the salvation of 
one another. I desire, O Lord, to be filled 
with that truly Christian spirit, and am now 
come before thee, humbly to intercede 
with thee, in the behalf of [here name the 
person] who seems to be under the power of 
sin, and to live as without God in the world, 
and in danger of being for ever lost O 
what shall I do for him ? And how shall 
I apply myself to be helpful to him ? I de- 
sire to learn wisdom of thee, my Lord, and 
to be enabled to use the most proper me- 
thods and expedients to work upon him^ 
and to do him good. O instruct me in . the 
way that I shall take : and assist and bless 
me in the means and endeavours I shall use : 
to attain this desirable end. 

O Almighty God, who canst enlighten 
the darkest minds, soften the hardest hearts, 
conquer the stubbornest wills, and turn 
even the most hopeless sinners to thyself; 
be thou pleased to manifest the powers of 
thy grace in the case that is so sad and 
deplorable : Convince him, O Lord, of the 
great danger his soul is in ; open his eyes ; 
soften his heart, and turn his course ; break 
the force of his temptations, ajud make him 
a way to escape out of the enemy's hands ; 
that even he who seems to be now dead in 
trespasses and sins, may hear thy voice and 
live. 

Give him a true and unfeigned repent- 
Mncei forgive idm all the evil thoughts 
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Assist me, therefore, O Lord, with thy 
Holy Spirit, in the great -duty and serrice 
I am about to perform ;^rant thatrnothing 
during all the time of this holy action, may 
make me unmindful of that reverence and 
respect which I owe unto thy Divine Ma- 
jesty, or that attention which becomes the 
celebration of these holy .toy st^riesf. Ffll 
my heart with such an awe of thy presence, 
as may fix my wandering thoughts, com- 
pose my disorderly affections, . and stir up 
my faint and cold desires, that I may feel 
the power and taste the sweets of this di- 
vine banquet. 

Grant that I may have such a sense of 
my Saviour's sufferings, as may fill my soul 
with love and gratitude towards him for 
those inestimable benefits he.has purchased 
for me ; that I may have such a sight of 
my sins, which occasioned all his sorrow^ 
as heartily to bewail and detest them; such 
a faith in that full, perfect oblation and sa- 
tisfaction, made upon the cross for the sins 
of the world, that I may so importunely 
plead the merit of it, in this comraemora-^ 
tion of that sacrifice, as .to.reuder .thee giar 
cious and propitious to me miserable sinner ; 
such a conviction of my own weakness and 
insufficiency, as may procure thy gracious 
aid and assistance, such longing desires of 
being made conformable to thy holy will 
and pleasure, as may transform me into thy 
divine image, and fix me to continue thy 
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faithfiil servant, all the remaining days of 
my life, through the merits of Jesus Christ 
my Saviour. Amen. 



Prayer when tee offet' our Alms. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE, O Lord, that all 
I possess is the effect of thy bounty ; it 
is from thee that I have received it, and to 
thy holy name be the glory. Accept of this 
free-will-offering of my hands, as an ac- 
knowledgment of thy right to all I enjoy, 
and as a testimony of that love and charity 
to my necessitous brethren which thou re- 
quirest, and art pleased to take as done to 
thyself. I will dedicate a part of those 
good things thou hast bestowed upon me, 
to relieve the poor ; because thou hast made 
it an evidence of my love to thee : and 
grant that all my alms-deeds may be per- 
formed with such purity and intention, and 
in such a proportion to what thou hast given 
me, tllat they may be acceptable in thy 
sight, through the merits of Jesus Christ, 
my Lord and Saviour. Amen, 
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A Prayer immediately after Consecration. 

ACCEPT, O eternal God, of that repre- 
sentation we make before thee, of 
that all-sufficient sacrifice which thy Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ made upon the 
cross ; let the merit of it plead effectually 
for the pardon and forgiveness of all my 
sins, and render thee favourable and propi- 
tious to me a miserable sinner: let tnc 
power of it prevail against all the power of 
darkness ; let the wisdom of it make me 
wise unto salvation; and let the peace of it 
reconcile me unto thee, and bring to me a 
peace of conscience. 

I adore thee, O blessed 9&us, my Re- 
deemer, who didst endure the painful and 
shamefiil death of the cross, to recoverJ&e ^ 
from a state of sin and misery ; I admire m 
thy infinite condescension, who was pleased 
to be made miserable, that I might be made 
happy ; poor, that I might be enriched ; 
and didst die, that I might live for ever. 
With all my soul, O dear Jesus, I love and 
praise thee for these stupendous expres- 
sions of thy bounty and goodness towards 
me : O Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon me : O 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, grant me thy peace. Amcn^ 
Lord Jesus, Amen. 
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cessfully encounter all the attacks of my 
spiritual enemies. 

Suppress in me the spirit of pride and 
vain-glory, of envy and detraction, of un- 
cleanness and intemperance, and of all dis- 
trust and diffidence of thy mercy. 

May all temptations to any offence 
against thy holy laws, be overcome by that 
power which thou shalt be pleased to com- 
municate to me in this holy sacrament 
And may all those evils, which the craft 
and subtlety of the devil or man worketh 
against me, be brought to nought 

Tli&t being outwardly and inwardly for- 
tified by the assistance of thy grace, I may 
press towards the tttixk for the prise of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus; whm 
I shall enjoy thee no longer in myttSt^, 
which is oui^t and portion here below ; 
but see tj0k face to face, and be eternally 
satisfied with the pleasures of thy kingdom^ 
in and through the merits of Jesus Christ, 
our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

Another Prayer. 

f\ LORD, I come to this holy table, as 
^^ a sick man to the great Physician of 
life ; I beseech thee, () Lord, to cure my 
infirmities. 

I come as a polluted wretch to the foun- 
tain of mercy ; wash away, I entreat thee, 
all my undeanness. 
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I come as a returning prodigal child to 
his tender and compassionate father ; O re- 
ceive me and relieve me by thy favour. 

I Gome as a blind man to the source of 
eternal brightness ; do thou, O Lord, en- 
lighten my darkness; that I may behold 
the wondrous things of thy law. 

I come as a poor frail creature, to the 
great Lord of heaven and earth ; supply my 
wants, and do abundantly more for me, 
than I am able to ask or think. 

Let me not only receive the outward and 
visible sign, but the inward and spiritual 
grace, the body and blood of thy Son Jesus 
Christ; that so all carnal affections may die 
in me, and that all things belonging to the 
Spirit may live and grow in me ; that I may 
lUP^ power and strength to have victory, 
and to triumph against the wdrld, the flesh, 
and the devil, and also may be endued with 
all such heavenly virtues which are pleasing 
to thee, and which thou m ilt eternally re- 
ward for the merit of thy Son*8 death; to 
whom with the Father, and Holy Ghost, be 
all honour and glory, world without end. 
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A Prayer as soon as we are retired from the 

Lord's Table. 



BLESSING and honour, glory and power 
be unto him that sitteth on the throne 
for ever and ever. 

I give thee most humble and hearty 
thanks, O Lord, that thou hast been pleased 
to admit me to renew my baptismal cove- 
nant witl) thee, in this holy sacrament: 
That thou hast vouchsafed to feed me with 
the spiritual nourishment of the body and 
blood of thy Son Jesus Christ ; and this not 
for any merits of my own, but for the sake 
of thine infinite goodness and mercy. ' 

Unworthy though I am, yet thy bounty, 
O Lord, never fails; the love of tny Sa- 
viour is not diminished, and the virtue of 
his propitiation is never exhausted ; grant 
therefore, I beseech thee, that this holy 
sacrament may never turn to my judgi}(ient 
>and condemnation : 

But that it may be health and recovery 
under all my weaknesses and infirmities ; 

Safety and defence against all the attacks 
of my spiritual enemies ; 

Vigour and strength to all my holy pur- 
poses and resolutions ; 

Comfort and support under all the afflic- 
tions and calamities of life« 
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mce and direction under all diffi- 
:i(l doubts ; 

age and constancy under all dan- 
;id persecutions, especially in times 
k kness, and the hour of death. 

lally, let it procure for me pardon and 
Iveness in this life, mercy and favour 
^^ lie day of judgment, and a never- 
l^j^mg crown of glory in thy heavenly 
^^ugdom, where, with thy Son Jesus 
^wiirist, and the blessed Spirit, thou livest 
Hlknd reignest one God, world without end, 

V *Here, or before Ave receive, if there 

f *js time, and the devout communicant is 

'disposed so to employ himself, may be 

*used the Petitions for the Virtues of a 

* Christian Life, or the Prayer for the whole 
' State of Mankind, or the Thanksgiving 
*for God*s Mercies, Spiritual and Temporal, 
^ in tlie Second Part. 

*When all have communicated, and 

* the Priest returns to the remaining part of 

* the communion office, we must leave our 

* private devotions, and accompany hini 

* with our devoutest affections.' 



A short prayer when the Communion Service 

is ended. 

PARDON, O God, those imperfec- 
tions that have accompanied me at 
this time, in my attendance at thy altar > 
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mined to meditate on some part or parts 
of the confessiou which begins thus : — 
Almighty God^ Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christy Maker of all things^ Judge of all 
men: Here I would stop, and consider 
well the import of these words: they 
contain four of God's most comprehend- 
sive titles. First, He is here said to b« 
Ahnighty ; Secondly, The Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; Thirdly, The Maker 
and Creator of all things ; Fourthly, The 
Judge of all men. The consideration^ of 
the first and last will provoke us to godly 
sorrow, and the second and third will 
excite our hope in his mercy. So that 
from hence we may take occasion to ex* 
ercise acts of sorrow and humiliation, of 
hope and love, &c. Thus / considery O 
my God^ that I have offended thee^ who art 
Jlmightyy and therefore able to punish; but 
I consider tooy that thou art the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christy and therefore I camiOt 
doubt of thy love to mey and of thy readi^ 
jiess to forgive me^ who repent and turn to 
thee. Such ejaculations might be formed 
from each of these particulars, or from 
any other part of the Communion Office ; 
or we may meditate on such of the follow- 
ing texts of Scripture, or others, as may 
most excite our devotion, or further u& 
in the way of piety. 

* If ye therefore be risen with Christ, 
seek those things, which are above, 
where Christ sitteth at the right band of 

N 3 
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God. Set your affections on things 
above, not on things on the earth, 
Col. ii. 1, 2. 

* Love not the world, nor the things 
that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, is not of the Father 
but is of the world, 1 John ii. 15, 1(>. 

* Mortify, therefore, your members, which 
are on the earth ; fornication, uncleanness, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
For which things' sake, the wrath of God 
Cometh on the children of disobedience, 
Col. iii. 5, 6. 

* He that committeth sin is of the 
devil ; for the devil sinneth from the be- 
ginning. For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that lie might destroy 
the works of the devil, 1 John iii. 8. 

' If ye live after the flesh, yc shall die; 
but if ye, through the spirit, do mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye shall live, 
Rom, i. 12. 

^ They that are Christ's have crucified 
the flesh, with its affections and lusts, 
Gal. V. 12. 

* Knowing this, that our old man is cru- 
cified with him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, that henceforth we should 
not serve sin, Rom. vi. 6*. 
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'Take heed aiul beware of covetous- 
ness ; for a man's life oonsisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he pos- 
sessed!, Matt. X. 31. 

' Godhness with contentment is great 
gain. For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we shall carry- 
nothing out. And having food and rai- 
ment, let us be therewith content; but 
they that will be rich, fall into tempta- 
tion, and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition, 1 Tim^ vi. 6, 
7, 8, 9^ 

^ But thou, O man of God, flee these 
things, and follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, meek- 
ness. Charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not high-minded, 
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the 
living God, who giveth us all things 
richly to enjoy. That they do good; 
that they be rich in good works; lay- 
ing up in store for themselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 
1 Tim. VI. 17, 18, 19. 

* Here we have no continuing city, but 
seek one to come, Heb. xiii. 14. 

'Strangers and pilgrims on the earth, 
Heb, xi. 13. 

'What is your life? it is a vapour, that 
appeareth a little time, aud then vanisheth 
away, Jam^s i\\ 14. 

N 3 
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* It IS appointed unto men once to die, 
•but after this the judgment, Heb. ix.27* 

* Now I say brethren, it remains that 
both they that have wives, be as though 
they had none ; and they that weep, as 

^though they wept not ; and they that re- 
joice, as though they rejoiced not; and they 
that buy, as though they possessed not ; 
and they that use this world, as not abu- 
sing .it; for the fashion of this world pass- 
cth away, 1 Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. 

* Our rejoicing is this, the testimony of 
our conscience, that in simplicity and 
godly sincerity, by the grace of God, we 
have had our conversation in the world, 
2 Cor. i. 12. 

*And herein do I exercise myself, to 
have always a conscience void of offence 
towards Goci, and towards men, Act^ 
xxiv. 1(). 

*lf our heart condemn us not then 
have we confidence towards God, 1 John 
ui. 21- 

*Let him that thinketh he standeth 
{or shall stand) take heed* lest he fall, 
2 Cor. X. 12. 

* Thou standest by faith. Be not high- 
' minded, but fear, Rom. xi. 20. 

' Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
'into temptation. The spirit indeed is 
* willing, but the flesh is weak. Matt. 
*xvi. 41. 

*God is faithful, who will not suffer 
*you to be tempted above what you are 
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* able ; but will, with the temptation, make 
' a way to escape, that ye may bef able to 

* bear it, 1 Cor. x. 1 S. 

* For though wc walk in the flesh, we 

* do not war after the flesh, for tl>e wea- 
^ pons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
Snighty, through God, to the pulling 
^ down of strong holds ; casting down 

* imaginations, and every high thing that 
*exalteth itself against the knowledge of 

* God, and bringing into captivity every 

* thought to the obedience of Christ^ 2 Cor. 
^x. 3, 4, 5. 

' Let your loins be girded about, and 

* your lights burning ; and ye yourselves 

* like unto men that wait for the Lord, 

* Luke xii, 35. 

* The hour is coming, in which all tliat 
*are in the grave shall hear his voice, and 

* shall come forth : they that have done 
' good unto the resurrection of life, and 

* they that have done evil, unto the resur- 

* rection of damnation, John v. 28. 

*Take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
*time your hearts be overcharged with sur- 

* feiting and drunkenness, and cares of this 

* life ; and so that day come upon you un- 

* awares, LUke xxi. 34. 

* The cares of this world, and the de- 
*ceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of 

* other things entering in, choke the 

* word, and it becometh unfruitful, Mark 
*iv, 19. 
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preserve a friendly, peaceable, and equitable 
temper of spirit ; submitting the event to 
thy fatherly wisdom and disposition, who 
knowest what is most necessary and con- 
venient for me. 

Andy I beseech thee, to keep me con^ 
stantly mider such a sense of thy all-seeing 
providence, and such a dread of thy justice, 
that I may never offer the least wrong or 
injury to any man ; but, on the contrary, 
make me willing and ready (according to 
thy command) to suffer some injuries, rather 
than expose myself and neighbour to those 
evils and temptations which we may be 
liable to in procuring a legal satisfaction: 
especially, let me never dare to commit any 
fraud or oppression, Under the colour or 
pretence of law; nor venture to support 
myself in the most just cause, by any un- 
lawful means. Make me prudently to con- 
sider, that whatever injuries may happen to 
me by the fraud or injusice of man, are by 
thy permission, as a trial of my patience, 
or a correction of my offences, or for some 
other wise and good end of thy providence; 
and that thou who art the sovereign Dis- 
poser of all things, canst, and I hope wilt, 
make up whatever loss shall befall me, when 
it hath effected the ends for which thou 
wast pleased to inflict it; so that in the 
mean time I may be patient and submissive 
to thy will, considering that thou hast an 
absolute right to all I possess, 

I beseech thee also, let the remembrance 
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thy mercies and forgiveness towards me, 
II my heart with such a Christian love and 
lompassion, that I may never contend with 
ly neighbour, to gratify my own corrupt 
nature, nor take delight in his sufferings: 
but let the sense of what thou hast done and 
suffered for me, banish all covetous desires 
from my soul, and excite in me a compas- 
sion towards thy distressed members : for 
thy sake, forgiving my fellow-servants, as 
I hope myself to be forgiven, when thou 
shalt come to judge the quick and the 
dead. Grant this, O merciful Father, for 
Jesus Christ's sake, our only Saviour and 
Redeemer. Amen. 

A Prayer for one that deliberates about 

' Marriage. 

OGOD, the Creator and Preserver of 
mankind, who hast instituted the 
holy state of matrimony, as the only way 
to continue the world, and for the comfort 
of man's life, imder the various evils, cares,' 
and labours of it, by the mutual society' 
and help that married persons ought to have 
one for the other, both in prosperity and' 
adv^ersity, and for the good of human so- 
ciety, by preventing many confusions, and 
fromoting concord therein : grant that noW' 
have thoughts of entering into this state, 
I may so seriously consider the chief end* 
of its institution, as not to enterprize Xh^* 
sam9 unadvisedly^ lightly, or wantonly, to 

03 
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happiness; and hast promised that all things 
shall work togetlier for good to those tmt 
love thee: in confidence hereof, let me 
rest satisfied with that state and condition 
(whatever it be) that thou in thy wisdom 
and goodness shalt order me. O Lord, 
vouchsafe to hear my prayers, which I t^fTer 
through the mediation of Jesus Christ my 
Saviour. Amen. 



A Prayer for a Married Man in behalf of 

his Wife. 



r\ ALMIGHTY God and mereifiil Fa^ 
^^ tlicr, who by thy wisdom and pro- 
vidence has appointed the several places 
and stations of men in this world : thou 
hast called me to the state of marriage, 
which is honourable, because instituted by 
thee; and which thou hast ordained for the 
comfort and happiness of us thy creatures, 
#nd for many other wise and good ends. 
Sanctify it to me, I humbly beseech thee, 
and grant that I may never abuse it to any 
base or unwortliy puposes ; but so behave 
mj^self under this, and all other conditions 
of my life, as becomes the servant of the 
ever-blessed Jesus. 

To this end, O Lord, give me a meek 
and gentle spirit, a spirit of love, and 
kindness, and chaiity, that is not easily 
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provoked, nor apt to entertain angry and 
unkind resentments ; that I may love my 
wife with a hearty and sincere affection. 

Let me never exercise that aWhority 
thou hast given me, in a severe, arbitrary, 
and tyrannical manner ; but With kindness 
and condescension, prudence and discretion, 
endeavouring, as much as in me lies, to 
make my wife easy and happy all her days; 
and grant that she may never, by any fol- 
lies or extravagance of mine, be made 
miserable while I live, nor left destitute 
and unprovided when I die. 

Make me faithful and conscientious, O 
Lord, in the discharge pf that solemn 
vow and promise which I made upon my 
entering into this holy state, and of those 
duties which it engages me to : O let me 
never wander after strange and forbidden 
pleasures, nor be inordinate in the use of 
those that are lawful ; but grant that all 
my actions mav be governed by the rules 
of purity and holiness, of justice and so- 
briety, having always before my eyes that 
strict account which I must one day give. 

O let me never waste and consume my 
time and substance in surfeiting and drunk- 
enness, in riot and disorder: but grant 
that by diligence and industry, and by thy 
blessing accompanying all my endeavours, 
I may be enabled to provide for my wife 
and children in such a manner as may con- 
duce to their happiness both here and here- 
after. 

o5 
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to the good of thy creatures: and since 
thou hast thought fit that wives should be 
in subjection to tlieir husbands^ grant that 
I may never be found to oppose thy will, 
but readily and cheerfully submit to his 
authority, whom thou hast been pleased to 
«et over me. 

Deliver me, O my God, from all pride 
and vanity, from all affectation and self- 
conceit; and suffer me not, I beseech thee, 
to employ my thoughts and study how to 
adorn a corruptible body, (which will 
shortly be stript of all its gay attire, and 
be a prey to worms and rottenness) and 
in the mean time neglect to cultivate and 
improve my mind, that better and nobler 
pa^; but grant that I may labour to adom 
my soul with heavenly graces and good 
dispositions, and may esteem the ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in thy 
sight of so great price, far more beautiful 
and becoming than all that outward dress 
and gaiety, which foolish people so much 
doat on. 

O let me never be conformed to the 
wicked customs of the world, nor waste 
my precious hours in unprofitable amuse* 
ments, much less in the pursuit of those 
vain and sinful pleasures which wound 
and debase the soul, and which (how 
pleasing soever they may now appear) 
will one day end in bitter and severe re- 
flections : but, Lord, do thou inspire me 
with a love to virtue and jreligion, and to 
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tliose pleasures which are above ; that all 
my recreations and diversions, that all mv 
business and employments, may be such 
as are suitable to ^ the condition wherein 
thou hast placed me, and as becomes a 
woman professing godliness. 

Grant, O gracious Lordj that not only 
my thoughts and desires may be chaste 
and pure, but that all my outward actions 
and \)ehaviour may be agreeable thereto, 
free from all just cause of suspicion and 
ofience, and not so much as sullied with 
the least appearance of evil. 

O make me faithful and conscientious in 
the discharge of all those duties to which 
the state I am now in engages me. 

Finally, O Lord, 1 beseech thee to send 
thy blessing upon my husband; give him 
and increase in him ever more and more 
the graces of thy Holy Spirit. Grant that 
I may do all that in me lies to make his life 
oasy and comfortable, by a kind and oblig- 
ing conduct and behaviour towards him, 
and by conforming myself to all his just 
and reasonable desires. 

Let all strife and contention, all heat 
and passion, repinings and discontent, be 
far from us; and let true Christian love 
and peace dwell in our hearts : make us 
eminent examples to all about us, of an 
holy and blameless conversation ; and* 
grant that we may live together in an 
inviolable bond of love a^d friendship, 



SS8 A Prayer on a Day Part III. 

Let mc imitate the example of thy 
servant Joshua, and resolve that both I 
and my house will serve thee. To which 
end, g^ve us grace daily to offer up our 
joint prayers and praises to thy Divine 
Majesty, and to be frequent in attending 
upon the public offices of religion, and to 
spend some part of the Lord's day tojge- 
tner in prayer and other holy duties. 
Grant this for the sake of Jesus Christ 
Amen. 

A Prayer for a Person in private^ upon 
any Day of Public Fasting and Humi- 
liation ; which may be used after the 
Morning Service of the Day is over. 

r\ MOST great and mighty God ! thou 
^^ art a consuming fire to all disobedient 
and impenitent sinnerS) but a most tender 
and compassionate Father to such as truly 
repent and turn unto thee : thou art a God 
of infinite power, holiness, and purity ; thou 
lovest righteousness, and hatest iniquity, 
and who can stand in thy sight when thou 
art angry ? O Lord, when I consider the 
greatness of thy majesty, and reflect upon 
my own nothingness and vileness, I am 
afraid to speak unto thee. But, O blessed 
God, thou bast vouchsafed to declare thy- 
self a God, gracious and merciful, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin. 
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Hear me, therefore, O most merciful 
Father, and look with pity upon me, who 
in the behalf of myself, and of the sinful 
people of this land, fall low on my knees 
before thee, begging for mercy and pardon 
at the throne of grace. 

O IwOrd, I do most sorrowfully confess, 
tliat we are a wicked and rebellious peo- 
ple, notwithstanding the manifold, and 
often-repeated mercies which thou hast 
vouchsaied us. Thou hast sfaovm us won- 
derful things in thy goodness, O God of 
our salvation, and hast hitherto protected 
both our church and nation from secret 
treachery and open violence. Thou hast 
continued to us the light of thy glorious 
gospel, the benefit of thy word and sacrar 
ments; thou hast preserved to us our holy 
religion, reformed from those errors and 
corruptions which prevail in many other 
nations, and hast blessed us with liberty^ 
safety, and plenty, whilst so many of our 
brethren abroad are persecuted and en- 
slaved, and whilst other countries hav<^ 
groaned undei' the miseries and calami- 
ties of tyranny, bloodshed, and ruin. 
Thou hast given us fruitful seasons, and 
many other gi'eat and invaluable blessings ; 
and for many years hast preser%'^ed us from 
famine, pestilence, and earthquakes, and 
from civil and intestine wars; and when 
thou hast corrected us, it has been like a 
kind and tender Father, in mercy and 
gentleness, letting us see, that not our 
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in a mope peculiar manner, I beseech thee 
to pardon me, who now humble myself 
before thee, and forgive all my sins, which 
have helped to increase thy severe displea- 
sure .against us. 

Wash away all our sins in the blood of 
the ever-blessed Jesus ; and Oh ! be thou 
reconciled unto us, who are now seeking 
unto thee in fasting and prayer : spare thy 
people, O good Lord, spare them ; and 
grant that we may so turn from all our 
evil ways, that iniquity may not be our 
ruin. 

Make us, in this our day, to seethe things 
that belong to our peace, before they are 
hid from our eyes ; lest that dreadful day 
come upon us, when all opportunity of re- 
conciling ourselves to our offended God 
shall be taken from us. 

And do thou so effectually convince 
every one of us of the gTeat evil of sin, 
and what dreadful punishments will in- 
evitably fall upon those that persist in it, 
that we may forsake all our sins and 
wickedness, and turn unto thee the Lord 
our God. Fill us with such a godly 
sorrow for our sins, as may work in us a 
true repentance not to be repented of^ 
and grant that we may now be so truly 
humbled for them, that this may be such 
a fast as thou hast chosen ; a fast that may 
loose the bands of wickedness, wherewith 
we have been so long tied and bound, that 
we may be set free from every evil way, 
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and may no longer abuse thy mercies, nor 
despise thy judgments; but may become 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works^^ 
that thou mayst turn from thy displea- 
sure against us, and delight over us to do 
us good, to build us up, and not to de-» 
stroy us. 

Hear, O Lord, and answer my prayers, 
that go not out of feigned lips: O let 
them prevail with thee for mercy for my- 
self and all this people; even such a mea- 
sure of thy grace, as will at length re* 
claim us, through the merits and inter-^ 
cession of thy dear Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



A Prayer upon the same Occasion^ which may 
be used after the Evening Service. 

OGOD, thou art great, and dost won- 
derous things; thou art God alone: 
thou takest vengeance of those that con- 
temn thy laws, but hast, in all ages, 
wonderfully condescended to the interces* 
sions of thy servants, which have feared 
thee, and called upon thy name; behold 
with pity and compassion this churcli and; 
nation, now humbling itself before thee; 
accept our humiliation, and hear the 
prayers which have been this day of- 
fered up at the throne of grace; and 
grant they may be effectual,, through, the 
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intercessions of thy dear Son to obtain 
mercy and pardon for the sinful people of 
this land. 

O Lord, I confess that thou mayst 
justly be displeased witli us, for our great 
and manifold provocations, and that we 
are no more worthy to be called, or dealt 
with as thy sons or servants, whom nei- 
ther thy judgments have driven, nor thy 
mercies led to repentance: O /be thou 
graciously pleased to look upon us in the 
Son of thy Love, and give us such a deep 
sense of the evils of our doings, that we 
may traly repent of, ami so effectually 
turn from all our transgressions, that thou 
mayst be reconciled, and at peace with 
us; and that our humiliation and repent- 
ance may so eftectually work upon every 
one of us, that we may cleanse ourselves 
from all filthincss both ot flesh and s])i- 
rit, perfecting holiness in thy fear; and 
that instead of those abominable and cry- 
ing sins, which so openly now reign 
among us, religion, and all the blessed 
fruits of it, may flourish and increase in 
this land. 

Remove from us, O merciful Father, 
the evils which our sins have brought 
upon us, and avert those dreadful judg- 
ments which we have just cause to fear; 
and however thou mayst think fit to 
punish and correct us, yet take not from 
us, O Lord, I beseech thee, the light of thy 
glorious gospel; but grant that it may 
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break in so powerfully u|)on all our heai'ts, 
that we may see the great danger. w.e arc 
in, and may resolve in good earnest to give 
up ouvselves to thy obedieHCC 

Stir up, O God, every soul among us,, 
to root out. of. oiir hearts all pride, and 
wrath, and bitterness; all hatred, malice, 
and desire of revenge: and whatsoever 
may . hinder us from discerning or prac- 
tising the things tliat belong, to our 'peace; 
and inspire every one of - us with, true 
Christian love and charity, ^vith meekness- 
of wisdom, lowliness of miud, patience, 
long-suffering, and forbearing one an- 
other in love, that we may all henceforth 
be united in one holy bond of truth and 
peace, of faith and charity, and may 
with one heart, and one soul, join toge- 
ther in promoting the honour and glory, 
of thy name, the interests of rehgion, and 
the happiness and prosperity of these 
kingdoms, that so thou who art the God 
of peace, mayst be our God, and dwell 
among us; and that we maybe thy peo- 
ple, zealously devoted to thy service and 
obedience* 

To this end, O Lord, I beseech thee to 
besto\\r thy blessings spiritual and tempo- 
ral upon our most gracious Sovereign. 
Lord King George, and -all that are put 
in authority under him, both in church 
and state ; bless them with wisdom from 
above, which is first pure, and then 
peaceable ; and make all 'their consulta- 
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tions effectual to the glory of thy great 
name, the preservation of thy church and 
true religion among us, the honour and 
safety of his Majesty, the stability of our 
times, and the security, peace, and pros- 
perity of all estates and conditions of men 
among us. 

Make all magistrates, and other infe- 
rior officers, faithful and conscientious in 
the discharge of that trust which thou hast 
reposed in them; and grant, that they 
being truly zealous for thy glory, may con- 
stantly employ that power which thou hast 
given them for the punishment of wicked- 
ness and vice ; that so the sins of particular 
persons may not become national, nor, 
through the connivance or encouragement 
of those in authority, bring down thy heavy 
judgments upon us. 

Be gracious, O God, to thy holy ca- 
tholic church, especially that part of it 
which thou hast planted in these king- 
doms; let no design formed against it 
ever prosper; and grant, that all that 
name the name of Christ, may depart from 
iniquity, and live suitably to their holy 
profession. 

Look down with mercy and pity upon 
the §ad and mournful estate of those who 
now suffer for the truth of thy gospel, 
and the testimony of a good conscience; 
strengthen their faith, and animate their 
courage, and gmnt that no persecutions 
)may ever drive them to a denial of the 



truth. „Shou^ thyself thejr; mighjty <l^Jjih 
verci'i that all men. may ^ee it, ,^ndi.$^ 
Veriiy there is a God that judgeth. iu tni& 
earth. • . ■ 

£nlighteu all those that are in^arkn^9 
and error, and bring them to the lighty 
and knowledge, and practice of th^. truth; 
and grant that all trie kingdoms of the 
world may be turned unto the Lord, and 
become one flock, under the great shep- 
herd and bishop of ^ our souls, Ihy Som 

Jesus Christ. ' 

\. . ■ 

fFhat follows may be. properly. added in Time 

of JVan. i ., . 

Bless and prosper the great undertaking 
which this nation is now engaged iiil: 
go forth . with our fleets and armies ; 
bless them with victory and success;. ai^4 
suffer not our sinsj to provoke thee so far 
as to deliver us up into the hand of our 
enemies; but send us, in thy good time, 
such a peaccj as may teiid to the glory of 
thy great naipe, the preservation of thy 
church aud true religion among us, and 
the hopour, , ;^a^/^ty, ^nd prosperity of these 
kingdom V ; . . 

iMnally, 6 Lord, I pray thee to extend 
thy mercy even to those that hate us, and 
who, without any iust. cause, are our ene* 
mics ; disappoint their devices,, and give 
themr rep/entauQe au(.l hotter minds ; died 
abroad tliy love- in their hearts, and en- 
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due them with a meek, humMe, and cha** 
ritable spirit; and grant that we being 
deliverefd from the hands of our enemies, 
may serve thee without fear, in holinessi 
and righteousness before thee all onr days, 
through Jesus Christ our blessed Lord and 
only Saviour. Amen. 

A Thanksgiving and Prayer in Private^ ot\ 
, a Day set apart by authority for com- 

memoi^ating any National Blessing or 

Deliverance. 

9 

" On which Occasion may be also used 
" the General Thanksgiving, p. 231." 

BLESSED and glorious God, the Crea- 
tor, Governor, and Judge of the 
world, our deliverer, and continual bene- 
factor, I acknowledge thy great bounty, 
and goodness to these nations, as well as 
to myself in particular. 

I adore thy infinite goodness, wisdom 
and power, whereby thou sometimes 
pullest down one nation and settest up 
another; and at other times makest one 
nation to be a blessing and defence, or a 
plague or scourge to another, in such a 
manner as serves best the interest of thy 
church, and most manifests thy provi- 
dence over the world, and makest thy 
goodness, thy justice, and thy pow^r, to 
be known to the kingdoms of it; to the 
intent they should not at any time trust 
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in the aim of flesh, nor abuse thy bless*- 
ings and favours ; but fear and love, serve 
and worship thee, who art a re warder of 
them that seek thee. 

I render anfeigned thanks unto thee, 
O most gracious God, that though for our 
sins thou hast justly raised up enemies 
that seek our ruin, yet thou hast not suf- 
fered them so to prevail against us, as to 
accomplish their Giniel designs; but hast 
hitherto afforded us counsel and strength 
to keep off all the dreadful calamities and 
miseries of war, desolation, distraction, and 
slavery. 

I thank thee for that measure of tran- 
quillity, safety, and peace, we enjoy ; that 
we are not disturbed by civil commotions, 
but possess in safety the many good things 
thou bestowest upon us ; and that we have 
a course of common justice open to us ; and 
for the wholesome air and health of these 
countries. 

1 thank thee foi^ the great plenty and 
fruitfulness of them ; and the many good 
things we, by thy good providence, obtain 
from other places ; as well for health and 
pleasure, as for food and nourishment, 

I thank thee, who art the God of all 
order, and the sovereign good, happiness^ 
and defence of all societies and states, for 
the excellent frame and constitution of 
our civil government and laws, and the 
wise and prudent, administration of them, 
for tl)e liberty and- freedom of our per- 
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sons and estates.; whilst some people live 
under slavery, tyranny, and oppression; 
and others are forced to strange countries 
for liberty and relief. 

Blessed be thy name, O mo^t merciful 
Lord God, that .though for our sins thou 
hast frequently visited this (city and) coun- 
try with thy judgments, sometimes by tak- 
ing great numbers of us away by plague 
and pestilence; sometimes by fire, which 
consumed our goods, and wasted our 
estates ; and sometimes by storms and tem- 
pests, which destroyed our substance, and 
many of us, and weakened our . public 
defence against our enemies ; yet thou hast 
always in thy judgments remembered mer- 
cy, and hast not punished us according 
to our deserts, nor left us without some 
special marks of thy good providence. 
More particularly, O Lord, I bless and 
praise thy holy name for the mercies which 
we this (lay commemorate. 

But, above all thy blessings and mer- 
cies, I 'render most humble and unfeigned 
thanks to thee, most gracious and merci- 
ful Lord God, for thy distinguishing fa- 
vours to these kingdoms, in that thou 
hast long since brought us out of heathen- 
ish darkness and error, to the clear light 
and true knowledge of thee, and of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and to a free profession of 
tliy true religion and worship. 

For the free use of thy holy word in 
our mother tongue, which also is preached 
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unto us in simplicity and purity, by the pas- 
tors and ministers, of thy church, whom 
thou hast preserved in a constant succession 
to teach and explain to us, in these latter 
days, thy holy will, and to stir us up to an 
obedience thereof. 

I thank thee for the free use of thy holy 
sacraments, and for all other the means of 
grace which we enjoy. 

And for that thou hast delivered us from 
Popish superstition and error; and from 
sundry attempts that have been made to 
bereave us of thy true religion and worship 
established among us. 

For these and all other blessings thou 
artpleased to giveand continue to us, blessed 
ana praised be thy holy name, our Lord . 
and Governor, who art excellent in all the 
earth. 

And, O Lord, I beseech thee to hear the 
prayers, and accept the praises which have 
this day been offered up unto thee, by the 
people of this land ; and give us all siich 
a sense of thy great goodness, as may en- 
gage us to a true and suitable thankfulness, 
such as may appear in our lives, by a holy 
and obedient walking before thee all our 
days. 

Suffer us not to wax: wanton or prouc^ 
careless and secure, and to forget thee the 
Lord our God, who bast wrought siich 
mighty works for us; but let this be the 
blessed fruit of all thy gracious dealingb 
towards us, that we may turn from thtb 
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evil of our ways, and live as a people 
whom thou hast chosen, in so many re- 
markable instances, to be the peculiar care 
of thy providence. 

Make us trulv sensible, O Lord, that it 
is thou, and thou only, that hast done 
these great things for us; and O let us 
never Assume any thing to ourselves ; but 
from the consideration of thy great good- 
ness towards us, walk humbly before thee, 
and so behave ourselves in our several 
places and stations, with that love to thee, 
and charity to one another; with that 
dutiful subjection to his Majesty; with 
tha;t zeal for thy honour and. glory, an4 
>vith such a stedfast perseverance in thy 
pure and undefiled reUgion, that thou 
mayst rejoice over us to do us good, and 
mayst continue to us and our posterity, 
the blessings we now ^joy, and add . to 
them such other mercies as thou in thy 
great wiisdom and goodness seest needful 
for MS, through the merits, and for the 
sake of thy Son, and our alone Savioiur 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for a Person under Affiiction. 

f\ MOST gracious God ! who dost not 
^^ afBict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
ilren of men, I flee unto thee for com- 
fort apd support upder the troubles thou 
bast laid . upon me : I know, assuredly, 
tJtMtt this k thy hand, and that thou, 
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Lord, hast done it. I acknowledge 
thy judgments are right, that thou pf 
very faithfulness hast caused me to b$ 
troubled, and that my sins have deserved 
more grievous punishments than I.no\r 
suffer. I am fully convinced, that the 
events of this life are not left to chance 
or uncertainty, but are all under the 
steady and wise disposal of thy good pro- 
vidence. 

To thee therefore, O my God! do I di- 
rect my supplications ; beseeching tJbee, 
O gracious God, who hast a tender loyc 
for all thy creatures, and more especiallv 
for thy faithful servants, who repolse.jaU 
their hope and confidence in thy mercy^ 
to have pity upon me, and to deal witb 
me • not according to my sins, but after 
thine own great mercy. Pardon^ O . I/urd* 
all my past. sins; restore me to. peace and 
favour with thee; consider my :Weakuesa, 
and" let not my troubles be more ih^vjf or 
lasting than what thou ;Seest profitable and 
necessary for the good -of my souL.' ■ • •= i 

Make me truly and. deeply sensible of 
my condition, that I may see. the. rodi, 
and who hath appointed it ; that I .j may 
be truly sensible of the evil of. sin^ a^ well 
as feel the smart of punishment.: Hum- 
ble me under thy corrections!; awaken me 
thereby to a more conscientious '•and zeaX- 
ous performance of my duty, to a sense 
of my spiritual wants, to a hatred ef 
(every thmg that is difi^pleasing . in thy 

?4 
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bright ; and so sanctify my present afflic- 
tioili that by the help of thy good Spirit, 
k may bring forth' in me all the graces and 
virtues of a Christian life, and ciccomplish 
the end for which it was dent. 
' Let the experience of thy love and fa- 
TOUT towards me, throughout the whole 
course of my life past^ teach me to Tesign 
itty self entirely to thee; to choose thee 
for my only support and comfort ; to rely 
stcdfastly on all thy promises ; and to M'^ait 
:with patience till thou shalt see lit to de- 
liver me. 

'.' Direct and enable me to use all proper 
Sand honest means for freeing myself from 
my present troubles ; but howcvfir griev- 
•ods they may prov6, O let me not dare 
to do any fraud or injustice, or to cast oflF 
my <lependence on thee, by calling in the 
asssistance of any of the powers of dark- 
ness for my relief. 

• And if, for reasons best known to thine 
infinite wisdom, thou shalt sec fit to con- 
tinue this affliction to me, thy blessed wiH 
be done; enable me patiently to bear, and 
contentedly to submit to the dispensations 
of thy good providence, how contrary so- 
ever to flesh and blood. 

Suppress in me all murmuring and re- 
pining thoughts : remove from me all in- 
•clinations and aversions, but such as agree 
with those of the blessed %Iesus: regulate 
my afJ'eclions '^nd desires, and confine 
^em to such objects only as are well 
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pleasing in thy sight Thou knowest the 
surest way or making me happy; thou 
art infinite in wisdom, loving-kindness, 
and mercy, therefore let thy blessed will in 
every thing, be my choice and satisfaction r 
I humbly submit to thy fatherly discipline; 
for thou correctest in mercy and for my 
profit. If therefore thou takest not away 
thy rod, yet take away thine anger. Let 
me see a fatherly affection in all thy chas- 
tisements ; and raise in my soul an ardent 
love and desire after thee, which may fill 
me with aft inward satisfaction, with peace 
of conscience, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
Support and comfort me under all my 
troubles; direct and counsel me in all 
difficulties; carry me through all trials 
and temptations, and, in thy good time, 
take thy afflicting hand from me ; and grant 
that these light afBictioiis, which {in com- 
parison) are but for a moment, may work 
in me an exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. Hear me, O Lord, for thy mercies 
sake, and for the sake of thy Son Jesus^ 
our only IMcdiator and Advocate* Amen. 

A Prayer for a Person troubled in Mend. 

O BLESSED Lord, the Father of mercies, 
and the God of all comfort; look 
down, I humbly beseech thee, with pity 
and compassion upon a miserable creature, 
under great sorrow and dejection of mitidl 

V 5 
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I confess, O Lord, my sins have deserved 
much more grievous punishments than I 
feel ; and shouidst thou be extreme to mark 
what I have done amiss, I should not be 
able to abide it. I will therefore betake 
myself to the throne of thy grace,, and 
plead before thee thy gracious promises, 
and the wonderful expressions of thy love 
aAd mercy. 

I will come unto thee for succour, for 
thou hast graciously invited all those that 
travail and are heavy laden. O pardon my 
iniquities, that have provoked thy wratli, 
and deliver me from the sorrows and mise- 
ries which I feel and fear. 

Have mercy upoo me, O God, for thou 
art my Creator, and Almighty Preserver. 
O receive me, and relieve me, and revive 
me. Take pity upon my sorrowful soul, 
and destroy not thou the work of thine 
own hands. Shut not up thy tender mercies 
in displeasure, but make me hear of joy 
and gladness, and to be sensible that thou 
hast still the bowels of a most tender 
father. 

I sue unto thee for mercy, in the name 
of my Saviour the blessed Jesus, the great 
Mediator between God and man : regard 
that all-sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and 
satisfaction, which he made for all man- 
kind: let it procure for me pardon and 
acceptance, who desire unfeignedly to 
turn to thee : let the power of it prevail 
against all the powers of darkness : let tlie 
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wisdom of it make me wise unto sahratioti : 
let the peace of it reconcile me to thee, 
and bring to me peace of conscience^ and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. 

II. Especially, O my God, preserve 
me from all mistrust and despondency 
of thy mercy, and all the sad effects of 
it. ('^ Let no temptations so far prevail- 
" with me as to put an end 
^* to my days, but let me con- Th» may be added^ 

" sider that I am thy crea- JJrteiTtottons '^ 
" ture, and that thou only Jif mu^cr. ^^°^ 
" hast a right to dispose of 
" my life, and that it is my duty to sub-^ 
" mit to the greatest troubles, when thou 
" seest fit to lay them upon me.*^ 

Give me a right understanding of my«* 
self and my condition; of thy threats and 
promises ; that I may never cast away my 
confidence in thee, nor place it any where 
but in thee ; but make me to 43ee and. know 
that it is in great mercy thou hast now 
laid thine hand upon me; O let n>e truly 
humble myself under thine afflicting hand; 
and let me rather feel thy te iTors than not 
feel my sins, which must inevitably have 
plunged me in endless misery, if thy won« 
derful mercy had not awakened my consci* 
ence, and given me a sight of my sins;, 
and therefore, however severe this affliction 
may at present seem to me, thy blessed 
will be done ; bring me surely to thyseliv 
by what methods ^ou pleasest, and teach 
thy servant to be content 

p6 
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* III.. Aoedv O. Lordy if in thine infinite 
wisdom' thou -shalt see fit not Xo\ grant a 
s^ieedy* answer to my prayers; yet let me 
not thereby be utteily cast doiTUy as 
one without hope; but make me to wait 
witjEb patience for thy good api>ointed time^ 
when thou} wilt, dear up my doubts, and 
sicatter my. £sars»:and remove my sorrows, 
and make me know assuredly, that it i> 
gGod for me that I have been afflicted. In 
fl)e mean time,- O Lord, stand by me in 
my trials axid temptations; let not the 
enemy of my salvation prevaii against me, 
but do thou comfort, and assist me, and 
jive me. the shield of faith, whereby I 
may be able to quench all the £ery darts of 
.the cie!vi<l; that trusting in thee, and in 
thy promises, I may at last rise moi*e than 
a conqueror ; looking unto! Jesus, the great 
captain of my salvation, wha was himself 
made perfect by sufferings, and is now at 
the right band of God> making continual 
intercession, foi' sus. 

IV.- Have mercy upon me,. O blessed 
Jesu, thou compassionate lover of souls ; 
I come unto thee, for thy mercies arc in- 
finite, and far surpass not only mine, but 
the whole world's offences;. I will, there- 
fore hope in thy name, in thy merits, and 
in thy intercession;: tliiou art Almighty 
and art able to relieve me; thou art all 
goodness, and therefore willing to assist 
me, I confess, with grief of heart, that 
my sins are many and very great; but 
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Pfreater is thy merdy to penitent sinners. 
Great is the< malice of the powers of dark* 
nesSy and great is itiy own weakness*^ but 
much greater is thy power and goodness : 
therefoiTy when my fears press haird' upon 
me> I will hope in thy mercy, and put. my 

trust and confidence id thee. The Holy 

Scriptures assure me, tliat thou art able to^ 
save to the utmost all that come unto Gorf 
by thee ; and tliou hast pronns^d, that those 
who come unto thee, thou wilt by no- 
means cajbt out : hear me, I beseech thee, 
O merciful Saviour, in thk my distressed 
condition ; speak peace to my troubled con- 
science ; comfort and support me under all 
dejections of mind ; give me patience and 
submission under thine afflicting hand, and 
if it be thy will, a speedy and happy deli- 
verance from my present misery, and say 
unto my soul, I am thy salvation. 

V. Have meicy upon me, O blessed 
Spirit, God of love, thou powerful advocate, 
and sweetest comfortei' ^ infuse thy grace 
into my lieart, and scatter there thy cheer- 
ful beams. Purify my soul,, and sti'ike me 
through with the darts of thy love : kindle 
such a holy flame in my breast, as may 
burn up all the dross of sensual affections^ 
and may possess, and purify, and strengthen 
my drooping soul. Came, Holy Spirit? 
in much mercy come, and make me fit to 
receive thee into jny heart: dispel those 
black irregular thoughts and apprehensions 
which terrify and discompose my mind: 
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and be thou to me a kind comforter, and 
mighty defence in all my wants and dis- 
tresses, and my ready helper in this time 
of need. 

. To him, therefore, who is able to keep 
us from falling, and to present us faultless 
before the presence of his glory, with ex- 
ceeding joy ; to the only wise God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power ; and mayst thou re- 
ceive from me, frcMn men, and angels, 
continual praise, and thanksgiving, obe- 
dience, love, and adoration, for ever and 
even Amen. 



A Prayer for a Person under Scruples of 
Conscience^ or under Fears and Doubts of 
his Spiritual Condition. 

I. /^ MOST blessed and gracious Go<l, who 
^^ only canst heal a wounded Spirit, and 
quiet a troubled mind, look with pity on 
thy servant, oppressed with a load of mi- 
sery ; unto thee do I cry for help : O thou 
great Physician of soul and body, uphold 
and comfort my weak and dejected spirit, 
sUengthen it against all inordinate vain fears 
and terrors, and deliver me from all unpro- 
fitable troubles of mind, and causeless scru- 
ples of conscience. 

Thou alone canst relieve me: grant, 
therefore, merciful Lord, to me, thy ser- 
vant, paidon and peace : and that 1 may 
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be cleansed fronv all my sins, and serve 
thee with a quiet mind, and glorify thy 
goodness with a thankful and cheerful heart 
all my days. 

• IL I take little delight in any thing I do,- 
no, not in my spiritual exercises, which 
once were, and still should be, most der 
lightful to me. .Easy things are become 
ditficult, and difficult things seem almost 
impossible ta me; and I am full of fears, 
jealousies, and suspicions ; bnt mo&t of all 
am apt to fear in this sad condition, that I 
have lost thy favour. I am greatly indis- 
posed for my own business, loath to do any 
thing, and find a great backwardness evea 
in praying unto thee, O Lord, my strength: 
and my Redeemer. . . • 

Direct me to projier means for the re- 
moval of my doubts and scruples, and let 
me hearken to the wise counsels and advice 
of a prudent spiritual guide, and i^uch other 
persons as I shall consult with ; and make 
me always willing and ready, to follow "wise- 
instructions ; and suffer me not to be led 
away by the delusions of the devily or my 
, own tbolish and perverse will. 

O Lord, hear this prayer, which in an- 
guish of spirit I make unto thee, for Jesus 
Christ, his sake. Amen. 

III. O thou blessed Jesus, who wast 
made man, and in our nature tookest our 
infirmities, sin only excepted, and wast a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, 
and once, in anguish ot spirit, upon the 
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bldftsed me with advantages above some 

others*, who labour un- 

♦ Here let the person j ^ ^ • i j p 

jecollect the blessings he ^r^ JS^^^^ k \ . 
enjoys, as the invaluable illCtlOns. And, above 
xiiercy of health, the assist- all, I enjoy the light of 
ance of friends, liberty, ^^^y gloriouS gOSpel, and' 

the means of grace, 
when many of my fellow-christians are de- 
barred of these most valuable comforts, and 
lie groaning under persecutions, misery, and 
torments. I consider with humble acknow- 
ledgment and thankfulness, that I am still 
alive, and have the opportunity of working 
out my salvation : whereas many poor souls 
are given up to the just punishment of sin, 
groaning out a sad eternity under inexpres- 
sible pains and inconceivable miseries. 
These, O Lord, are very great mercies to- 
wards me, and must silence my complaints 
if thou shouldst see fit to try me with 

greater ditficulties, than what thou hast 
itherto laid upon me. 
But, O merciful Father, who hast com- 
, manded and invited us to lay our wants 
and necessities before thee, help and relieve 
me, I beseech thee, under my present cir- 
cumstances ; and if thou seest fit, bless me 
with such a portion of the comforts and 
conveniences of life, that thereby I may 
be enabled to go on more cheerfully in my 
station, to serve thee better, to love thee 
more and more, and more admire thy won- 
derful bounty and loving-kindness towards 
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me. Give me health, and strength, and 
abilities suited to my circumstances ; direct 
me in the use of honest means, whereby I 
may obtain (for myself and famlj/) a com*- 
fortable subsistence ; and do thou succeed 
and prosper my honest labours and endea- 
vours. 

But, O Lord, if in this I know not 
what I ask; if greater plenty, and com- 
forts that attend it, are not convenient, 
but would prove snares and temptations 
tome, thy blessed will be done: support 
me, that I fall not into extreme want, lay 
not more upon me than thou shalt enable 
me to bear. 

Supply the want of worldly blessings, by 
the comfort and support of thy good Spirit, 
whereby I may be made perfect in etery 
good work to do thy will; that I may be- 
come rich in faith, and an heir of that king* 
dom which thou hast promised to those that 
love thee : makt me devout, holy and hea* 
venly-minded ; and so purify and cleanse 
my heart, that it may become a habitation 
for thy holy Spirit. 

Enable me, likewise, O Lord, to ex* 
ercise all those Christian graces and duties 
which my present circumstances call fot 
from me : let the sharpness of temporal 
wants put me upon considering what mi- 
scry must attend the loss of my soul : let 
a sense of my poverty stir up eager desires 
after the true riches ; and the less I have 
pf this world, the more careful let me be 
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to provide for the next ; that I may seek 
an inheritance incorruptible, and that 
fadeth not away : let bodily hardships con- 
vince nic of the great evil of spiritual wants^ 
that I may hunger and thirst after righte- 
ousness. Give me diligence land industry 
in my calling ; and when I have done my 
endeavour, make me to cast alt my care 
upon thee, and trust to thy fatherly good- 
ness to provide/ for me. Let not the con- 
tempt which some persons wrongfally oast 
upon poverty, or any evils which I may en- 
dure, tempt me to any dishonest ways 
of getting ; but let me choose rather to be 
poor than wicked, and to want any thing 
rather than thy favour. Clothe mc iwith a 
meek, and quiet, and humble spirit, whicli 
in thy sight is of great price; give me 
a thorough contentedness in my present 
circumstances; let me not dare to repine 
at my own condition, or envy the pros- 
perity of others ; but teach me to possess 
my soul in patience ; that I may acknow- 
ledge thy right and sovereignty over me, 
that thou art just, and wise, and merciful 
in all thy dispensations. Convince me of 
thy fatherly love, and enable me cheer- 
fully to resign myself to thy AlWise Pro- 
vidence. 

Teach me to look unto Jesus, the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith ; who to re* 
concile us to a state of poverty, chose to 
be born, and to live in a mean condition, 
enduring hunger, and thirst, and cold. 
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and not having where to lay his head: that 
by his example 1 may be encouraged to sit 
loose to the world, and wean my affections 
from temporal objects; that being con- 
vinced of the vanity and emptiness of this 
world, I may more and .more delight my- 
self in thy love, and in the practice of true 
religion. 

And do thou, O God, quicken and enlarge 
my desires after spiritual happiness, and 
those pleasures which are at thy right hand 
for evermore ; that through faith and pa- 
tience, having finished the race which thou 
hast set before me, I may be received into 
the joy of my Lord. Grant this, O merciful 
Father, for the sake of my Redeemer, the 
«ver-blessed Jesus. Amen. 



A Prayer Jor a meek and quiet Spirits 

O BLESSED I^rd God, thou most com- 
passionate lover of souls ; look with 
thy tenderest pity upon me, a weak and 
frail creature, who am encompassed about 
with many and great infemities ; my na- 
ture is corrupt) my passions ate strong and 
violent, .and so prone am I to peevishness 
audi anger, that almost every slight provo- 
cation disorders my mind, and ' makes me 
ftdward and impatient, and many times 
(alas!' with sorrow I confess ir) I have 
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been hurried away into foolish and unrea^ 
sonable passions. 

O Lord, I lament and bewail this 
wretched corruption of my nature, hum* 
biy beseeching thee for the sake and 
merits of my blessed Saviour, to pardon 
and forgive all that sin and folly that it 
has betrayed nie to ; and I beg of thee, 
O merciful Father, to give me a meek and 
quiet spirit, a patieot and forgiving temper, 
an humble, charitable, and Christian dis- 
position ; diat my mind may at all times 
be quiet and easy,, my carriage gentle, 
kind, and obliging to all men, and the 
whole conduct and deportment of ray life^ 
such as becomes the servant of the meek 
and blessed Jesus. . *• 

Convince me truly, O Lord, of the great 
folly of passion and anger ; how contrary 
it is to the spirit of thy most holy religion, 
which commands us to put away all bitter- 
ness, and wrath, and anger ; what an ene- 
my it is to our present happiness, and how 
nuich it unfits us for the duties which we 
owe to thee, our neighbour, antl ourselves. 

Let the example of my blessed Saviour, 
be powerfully present to mv mind, and 
inspire me with an humble, charitable, and 
forgiving temper. Let me consider, with 
what meekness and patience he endured the 
contradictions of sinners, and the insults 
and reproaches of wicked and unreasonable 
men ; that, like him, I may be meek and 
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lowly in heart, and find that rest upon my 
soul which he has promised to those that 
win be tawght of him. 

O my God, it is my sincere desire, artd 
it shall be the hearty endeavonr of my life, 
to bd free from the bondage and dominion 
of siii, but,' alas ! I am a weak and feeble 
creatiire r I ' find a law in my members 
warring against the law qf my mind, which, 
without the assistance of thy holy Spirit, 
will bring me into captivity to the law of 
sin : O let the mighty power of thy grace 
strengthen my feeble wishes and endea- 
vours, and enable me to conquer my mo&t 
inveterate habits : let the sweet and gentle 
influences of thy blessed Spirit calm the 
passion:^, and compose the storms and di^ 
orders of my soul : and O do thou save mfe 
from the dangers of this ti-oublesome- and 
tempestuous life. ' ■■.*•.) 

Root out of my heart, O noerciful ^God^ 
all pride aftd vanity, all malice^ hatred, and 
ill-wiil, and give me a low and hui'nble 
opinion of myself, that the-sense'of my owai 
unworthiness, and of the many oftencdii 
which 1 have been guilty of towards thete^ 
n>ay move me to pity the weakaessi^s anti 
infii-mities of others, and to forgive' die 
greatest injuries iand provocations which ^1 
shall meet with ; remenibering how mucH 
more I stand in need of pity and forgive- 
neis^at thyhand. . .! :. t* 

Take = awiay from me, O Lord, tbe«spirit 
of this world/ and fill me with that spirit 
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of lovcr^nd charity^ that suffeieth.longt and 
h kjind; that beareth all things, and is not 
easily provoked; that being fuU of that 
peace of God, which passes all undei'stamd- 
ing, I may live with comfort, and.die with 
ioy, and may hereafter dwell in. those 
peaceful regions of everlasting Wi3$, where 
thou, O blessed Jesus, who art the Prince 
of Peace, livest and reignest with the Fa- 
ther, and the holy Spirit, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 



A Prayer to be used in Thyie of TemptatioTi. 

OGOD, our refuge and strength, who 
art a present help in time of need, 
I fly unto thee for succour, against the 
face of my enemy, who has now lift up 
his hand against me : his strength is 
mighty, and his malice great ; and I, 
alas ! weak and unable to w ithstand his 
assaults : but, O thou, who art greater 
than all things, send down thy help from 
above, and rescue me out of the jaws of 
the devouring lion ; save me, and deliver 
me from the temptations I am now under. 
In thee, O Lord, have I put my trust, O 
let me never be put to confusion; and 
however thou m'ayst think fit to make 
trial of my love and obedience, yet suffer 
Kie not, I beseech thee, to be tempted 
at)ove what I am able to bear ; but make 
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me a way to escape, that I may not sin 
against thee. 

Lord, I have no strength of my own, 
but all my hope, and all my dependence^ 
is in thy almighty power and goodness; 
thou art the rock of ages, and the help of 
all that put their trust in thee : I know thy 
grace is sufficient for me ; O deny it not 
then to thy servant, who now needs it, and 
most earnestly desires it ; and though I am 
not worthy of the least of all thy mercies, 
yet, O merciful Father, have compassion 
on me, and help me, that I may not be van- 
quished in this time of trial and temptation. 

To this end, O Lord, make me seriously 
to consider the great folly and danger of 
sin; that all its pleasures are short and mo* 
mentary, but its punishment endless and in- 
tolerable ; that no satisfaction can compare 
with the joys of a good conscience, nor any 
trouble like that ot a wounded spirit ; con- 
vince me powerfully, O my God, how ter- 
rible a thing it is to fall under thy displea^ 
sure : that what I am now tempted to is 
hateful in thy sight, a direct contradiction 
to thy will, a breach of my baptismal en- 
gagements ; and how pleasant soever it may 
now appear, yet that there will come a 
time, when this, and all other the allure- 
ments of this world, will appear vain and 
cpntemptible ; a time, when all workers of 
iniquity shall perish ; when they shall call 
upon the mountains and rocks to fall on 



jkbem, and ito hide them from the fiicieof 
Him that- sitteth on the throne, <'imd ftom 
liie' wrath o^ the Ijuab ; : and Mfhea a^ cmwn 
pf rigbteoiisness $hall. be given to: them 
who have fought the 'good;;fight and rkept 
the-iaitfa. ■ . >• ■■■ ••'! ■ •: ■ ; .' 

* ■ 

/O let .me he ao fuUv persiiaded c£Ac 
truth ofntheae things^ that li may turn aimy 
)ny ears from the deceitful tempter, : and 
vesqlye to have no fdiowship with the un* 
ffwi&il, works : of darkness; let tne resist 
jjbe &r6t.motioa$:ofiMn id my:mind, and fly 
J^[om the company and.cQnveirsatipn of those 
t^uit would . seduce me to evil) and betake 
a^yself to those niews whiah.l'eason'and re- 
U^Qn,..and the dictates. of thy Holy Spirit 
shajil instruct me are proper,, fp. subdue .the 
iemptatioDS I . am now under ! and oh ! let 
$he mighty, power of thy grace animate 
my courage, and strengthen my faith^ that 
nothing may stop me in my Christian War- / 
fare; but that, fighting mwfully- under 
Christ's bann^er, against the wQrld,.the flesh, 
and the devil, I may at last triumph :with 
him in his heavenly kingdom, where there 
shall be no more conflict with sin, but I 
shall love and praise thee throughout all 
ages. Amen. . 
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A Prayer for a Person under Doubts of the 
Lawfulness of any Actiofu 

OLORD God, thou art light, and ia 
thee is no darkness at ajl ; thou art 
the instructor of the ignorant, the light of 
those that are in darkness and error^ and 
the fountain of all wisdom, and. knowledge, 
and truth; I desire above aU things to 
please tliee, and tP do thy will; and it is a 
trouble and grief to me to co;)sider; that I 
have so pften acted contrary to it ; O that 
I may never do so again,; that I ipay never 
more turn aside to the dark paths of sin^nd 
folly ! O give me a wise ai?d understanding 
spirit, tliat I may know , my du,ty^ and a 
heart fully bent and determined to prac- 
tise it. 

More particularly, O Ix>rd, I address 
myself to thee at this time to enlighten my 
undei*standing, and inform my unsettled 
judgment,, how. to determine safely in the 
matter which at presfimt I know not how to 
act in. Show thou me the way that I 
should walk in, and lefiye me not to the 
weakness of my own reasoning, which with-, 
out enlightening grace, will lead me into 
the ways of €rror and confusion. 

Give me, O Lord, I beseech thee, such an 
honest and upright hearty that nothing ii^ 
the world may be ever able to seduc^ me 

«2 
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my soul in adversity : therefore will I praise 
the Lord so long as I live; so long as I 
have any being, I will give thanks unto 
my God. 

And I beseech thee, O my God, let the 
due remembrance of thy jnercies so tho- 
roughly aflfect my 'soul, that I may be 
ashamed as Arell as afraid to offend thee; 
that the remainder of my life may be 
dedicated to tlie service of my God, who 
liath dealt so bountifully with me. Make 
me to place my chiefest joy and satisfac- 
tion in running the ways of thy com- 
mandments, now thou hast set my heart 
at liberty. 

And, O Lord, I beseech thee to pity 
and relieve all those who now labour under 
the like difficulties, from which thou hast 
graciously delivered thy servant, or any 
other adversity. Give them patience and 
comfort under their afflictions, and such a 
reasonable trust and confidence in thee, as 
may be well-pleasing in thy sight, that 
they may not be ashamed of their hopes ; 
and in thy good time deliver them from all 
their troubles ; and let thy goodness excite 
me to help such as I know in any diffi- 
culty, according as I am able; that we 
may all praise thy holy name, and speak 
of all thy marvellous loving-kindnesses, 
and glorify thee by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days ; 
that at last we may be admitted to the 
glory of fchy kingdom, through the merits 
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and mediation of our Saviour, to sing^ 
praises and hallelujahs to tUee and to the 
Lamb for ever and ever. 



A Prayer upon any Festival that relates to 

our Saviour. 

I. /T\ MOST gracious God, I aebnowledge 
\J with all joy and thankfulness, thy 
great goodness manifested to the children 
of men in the wonderful work of our re- 
demption. I adore thy infinite love and 
compassion which took pity upon us I when 
we had lost, and ruined ourselves, and didst 
send thy only begotten Son inta the world, 
that we might live through him. Thi» 
day, O Lord, gives me a happy opportunity 
of remembering thy special and extraor* 
dinary kindness to thy unworthy crezitures, 
which calls , for my highest and exalted 

E raises, to be joined with those of the 
lessed dompany above, who are never 
weary of giving honour, glory, blessing 
and thanksgiving to thee, not only in their 
own behalf, but even for thy wonderful 
goodness to the children of men. Praise 
the LiOrd^ therefore, O my soul ! and all 
that is within me praise his holy name< 

Impress,. O Lord, upouimy mind such a 
sense of what my dearest Saviour has done 
for me, that I Jinay celebriate all the myste- 
ries of my r/edemption, especially that 
whic^ thy church 'this day suggests to my. 

q4 
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lemembrance, with profound humility^ wit 
exalted thoughts of thine ineffable sood 
ness^ and the most thankful acknowledg 
ments of thy great love, demonstrated to 
the sons of men ; that my heart and life 
being truly afiected and influenced by the 
power of tliem in this world, I may, through 
thine infinite mercy, receive the eternal 
benefit of them in tne world to come, where 
thou, O Lord, livest and reignest with the 
Son and the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 

XL Blessed Jesus, I adore with all humi- 
lity thine infinite condescension in being 
made man, in quitting the mansions of 
glory, to take upon thee the form of a ser- 
vant, and in submitting to the lowest con- 
dition of human life, in order to relieve our 
misery, and to guide us in the way to ever- 
lasting life; grant that I may cheerfully 
submit to the meanest offices for the good 
and benefit of my fellow-cbristians, and that 
I may be content and resigned under all the 
most afflicting circumstances of life which 
the wise providence of God shall think fit 
to lay upon me. 

Blessed be thy goodness, O my Saviour, 
in suffering thyself to be circumcised, and 
in being obedient to the law for man, 
whereby in order to fulfil the will of God, 
thou didst take upon thee the form of a 
servant. Grant me the true circumcision 
of the Spirit, that my heart and all my 
members being mortified from all worldly 
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and carnal lusts, I may in all things obey 
tliy blessed will, and after thy example, be 
ready to sacrifice my reputation rather than 
neglect my duty. 

Adored be thy mercy, O blessed Jesus, in 
communicating the glad tidings of thine 
appearance in the world to the people of 
Israel, by the ministration of angels ; and 
in revealing the joyful news to the Gentiles 
by a bright and unusual star ; that the har- 
monious sound of the gospel has reached 
this land of m v nativity. Oh J may I al- 
ways value «ucn an inestimable benefit, by 
walking as a child of the light, and by com- 
passionating and relieving, to the utmost of 
my power, the miseries of those that still 
sit in darkness. 

How can I sufiiciently praise thee, O 
blessed Jesus, for thy glorious resurrection 
whereby thou hast made knoMm the power 
of thy divinity, and proved thyself to be 
the true Messiah! Grant that thy victory 
over the grave may strengthen me against 
the fear of death, that I may look upon it as 
a deliverance from sin and sorrow, and as a 
passage to a happy eternity ; and that the 
mfinite value of thy sufFermgs may support 
me under the sense of those many rollies 
which I heartily repent of. 

I rejoice, O blessed Jesus, in thy tri* 
umphant ascension, ^en thou didst open 
the kingdom of heaven to all believera, 
and didst sit down at the right hand of 

-<i5 
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thy Father, adored bv angels, and inter- 
ceding for sinners. Oh! wean my mind 
from the vanities of this world, and place 
my affections entirely on things above, 
tjliat I may spend the remaining part of 
my life to secure an eternal inheritance. 
Amen. 



A Prayer on any Saint's Day. 

OLORD God, precious in thy sight is 
the death of thy saints and martyrs, 
because they have had the great happi- 
ness to give thee the utmost testimony of 
their unfeigned love and affection. Pre- 
cious to themselves, O Lord, is the death 
of thy saints ; because as they have been 
partakers of Christ's sufferings, so when 
his glory shall appear, they shall be made 
glad with exceeding joy. Let their death 
be always precious, O Lord, in thy sight ; 
because their example has convinced me 
of tlie possibility of serving thee under the 
greatest difficulties, and animate my en- 
deavours with the prospect of their happy 
success. 

1 bless and praise thy holy name, for 
all the apostles, saints, and martyrs, de- 
parted this life in thy faith and fear. I 
congratulate their victories over the w^orld, 
who overcame themselves, and led in 
triumph their own passions. I comme- 
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morate with , all thankfulness their heroic 
piety, who served the Lord in hunger and 
thirst, in prison and chains, on racks and 
in torture, and who undoubtedly encoun- 
tered death, armed with the gieatest terroh 
Let that mighty grace, O Lord, whicTi 
enabled them to conquer all opposition, 
support and animate thy servant, who is 
surrounded with the same temptations, 
and exposed to the same unruly passions. 
Let their examples teach .me to be humble 
and meek, and to submit all my desires to 
the will of God ; to govern my senses by 
reason, and my reason by the dictates of 
revelation ; to hold fast thy true religion 
and worship, and never to live unworthy 
thereof ; to take up the cross, and to resist 
unto blood, striving against sin. Let their 
mortified lives raise me above the pleasures 
of sense : and let the pattern of their piety 
and devotion, of their purity and cliarity, 
of their patient suffering, and pei^severance 
unto the end, be always so lively imprinted 
upon my mind, that I. may transcribe their 
example in my life and conversation, and 
thereby inherit those promises they are novjr 
made partakers of, through the merits ofi 
Jesus Christ, my only Mediator and Advo- 
cate. Amen. 
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A Prayer on our first Entrance into tht 

Church. 

LORD, I am now in thy bouse ; assist, 
I pray thee, and accept of. my ser- 
vices ; enable me, and all who shall this day 
meet in thy name, to worship thee in Spirit 
and in truth, and dispose our hearts to 
seriousness, attention, and devotion ; and 
grai)t that we may improve this opportunity 
to the honour of thy holy name, and the 
benefit of our souls, through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. Amen. 

A Prayti' at Church after the Service is 

ended. 

BLESSED be thy name, O Lord, for 
this opportunity of attending thee in 
thy house and sei^vice. 

(irant that I, and all who profess thy 
uamc, uifiy be doers of thy word, and not 
hearers only; pardon our wanderings and 
imperfections, and accept both us and our 
services, through our only Mediator Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for Chastity. 

GREAT and glorious Lord God ! thou 
art a being of infinite holiness and 
unspotted puvitv. ^w\\ lust declared thy 
hatred and abhorrcn<x^ oi all impurity and 
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uncleanliness. I present myself before thee 
at this time, beseeching thee to give me a* 
heart full of sorrow and concern, for that 
the temper and disposition of my mind is 
so opposite and contrary to thee, and that 
I am so far from that purity and holiness 
which thou requirest, and which is ne- 
cessary to make me meet to relish and 
partake of the joys and delights of thy 
kingdom. 

[" I come unto thee to beg 
** relief and assistance from This is to be used 
" thee, and to beseech thee, J/ '^'j^^J;'^^ "^^ 
" for the sake of thy dear Son, ^^^^ 
" to pardon and forgive all the impure and 
'* wicked thoughts, desires, and purposes, 
" which I have ever entertained in my mind, 
" and all the immodest and unchaste be- 
" haviour and actions of my life. And, 
" O merciful God, I likewise implore par- 
" don and forgiveness for all who have 
" tempted me, or have been tempted by 
" me, or have been partakers with me in 
" any kind of impurity. Rescue them 
" from the power and dominion of their 
** lusts, and grant that they may be con- 
*^ verted unto thee.^] 

• be thou pleased to purge and cleanse 
my soul from all filthiness of flesh and 
spirit, and grant that my body may be a 
holy temple, fit for thy holy Spirit to 
dwell in. 

To this end, do thou enable me to mor- 
tify and subdue all fleshly lusts which 
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war against the soul, which wound the 
conscience, grieve the Holy Spirit, and 
render the mind unfit for the performance 
of holy duties. 

Create in me, O God, a clean heart, and 
renew a right spirit within me. Put thy 
fear into my heart, and cause in my soul 
a stedfast resolution against, and detestation 
of all uncleanness. Let me ever remember, 
that thou art every where present, and that 
all things, how secret soever they may be 
kept from men, are naked and open to the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do. 
Let me ever remember, that thy holy word 
declares, that whoremongers and adulter- 
ers shall be judged and condemned by 
thee, and that no unclean person shall 
enter into thy kingdom, and that for the 
sake of these things the wrath of God 
Cometh upon the cliildren of disobedi- 
ence. 

And that I may obtain the grace of 
chastity, make me, O God, careful and 
diligent in the use of those means that 
are necessary to the end. I know, O Lord, 
that purity is thy gift ; but I know like- 
wise, that thou wilt not bestow it on such 
as be slothful and negligent and will not 
use the means which thou hast appointed 
for the attainment of it. Let me be di- 
ligent and industrious in the place and 
station wherein thy providence has set. 
me, considering that idleness is the occa- 
sion of impurity. Teach me to keep a 
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strict guard over my senses, to refrain 
from all evil and corrupt communication ; 
and grant that my speech may be such as 
may minister to the edification of those 
with whom I converse. Teach me to be 
sober in my attire, moderate in my diet, 
temperate in the use of all things, prudent 
in tne choice of my company, disposed to 
practise the necessary duties of mortifica^ 
tion and self-denial, watchful over my own 
heart, stifling and suppressing the very first 
motions to impurity. 

Let me abstain from seeing all such sights, 
and refrain from reading all such books, 
as are apt to excite in me any looseness or 
levity of spirit ; and let me be constant and 
diligent in reading and meditating on the 
holy scriptures, which are apt to cleanse 
the heart, and to excite pious affections in 
my soul. 

Make me mindful of the dignity and 
holiness of my profession, and to remem- 
ber, that if any one defile the temple of 
God, him will God destroy. 

Give me a just esteem and value for the 
honourable estate of marriage, which thou 
hast ordained as a remedy against fornication ; 
and grant that (when I enter into it) I may 
never abuse it, by allowing - myself such 
liberties as are inconsistent with the purity^ 
of the Christian religion. 

Grant that my soul and body may bq 
preserved pure and undefiled, that glori- 
fy ing: thee in my body, and in my 



376 A Frayerjw Submissian Tzxt III. 

spirit now, I may hereafter be glorified by 
tnee. 

Give me a firm f$ith in thy power for 
the subduing all impurity, and whatever 
is contrary to thy blessed will, in my soul. 
Let no discouragements keep me from pre- 
senting frequent and fervent petitions 
to thee for this excellent and necessary 

fift, in the name of our great Mediator 
esus Christ, to whom with thee, and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, 
thanksgiving and praise, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

A Prayer for Submission to the will of God, 

and for Contentment. 

I. r\ ALMIGHTY and All-wise God, the 
^^ Creator, Disposer, and Governor of 
all things : from thee I have my being, 
and of thy fulness I have all that I possess 
and enjoy. O God, grant that I may al- 
ways adore and reverence thee, as the su- 
preme object of my love, my fear, my hope, 
and my trust ; and that I may render thee 
all those religious and devout affections 
which are due to thee, my Maker and So- 
vereign Lord. 

IL Whatever thou pleasest, that doest 
thou in heaven and in earth ; from thee 
cometh every good and perfect gift; nei- 
ther is there any evil that cometh, that 
thou hast not appointed; thou makest 
poor, and makest rich ; thou bringest 
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low, and liftest up ; grant therefore, I may 
reverence and acknowledge thy providence 
in every thing that beralls me, and from 
thence adore thy goodness, and acknow- 
ledge thy justice, and pay all humble sub- 
mission to thy sovereign will and pleasure, 
out of a firm persuasion of thy infinite wis- 
dom and goodness. 

III. O God, who in thy wisdom hast 
ordained the several orders and degrees, 
the several different states and conditions 
of men in this world ; grant me full con- 
tentment of mind in that state thou hast 
been pleased to place me, and humility 
to acquiesce in thy disposal of me, and 
grace carefully and faithtully to discharge 
those duties it requires fVom me. Grant 
me patience under losses and disappoint- 
ments, and remove all repining and envy 
farfomme. 

IV. O God, I am thy creature; my 
entire dependence is on thee; grant that 
therefore my faith, my hope, and my 
trust may always be in the^ and that my 
hope and my trust may not be in vain; 
grant I may always fear and obey thee, 
for then thou hast promised thou wilt 
never leave me nor forsake me. I will 
therefore take no anxious thought for 
my life, what I shall cat, or what I shall 
drink, or wherewithal I shall be clothed, 
(as a Gentile that knows thee not) seeing 
thou knowest I have need of all these 
things, jand that if I seek thy righteous- 
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VMM it HI cntnuiM into flmuutliic'lifri 
hdp me so to order my conrtemtian m Ai 
world, so to govern my wpm% and to kad 
m^ tife^ that I may die with cooalbrt And 
safety. Let not my death be in nky aeliie 
mipnnrided, nor unthnely. 

Grant that in the time of my^ aidcncn 
I may not be left without the asnstaace <xf 
a spiritual guide, nor be destitute of tte 
comfort of receiving llie blessed aicnh 
ment; 

Let me finish my course with patieiioe 
and resignation of my own will and desireij 
with a firm faith and a well-grounded hops^ 
with a true and sincere repentahee, and 
great degrees of love towards thee, my God, 
and charity to all the world; and wmnever 
]t shall please thee to call me out of this vain 
and wicked world, grant that I may die 
the death of the righteous; having first 
discharged all my obligations of justice, 
leaving none niisemble and unprovided at 
my departure. 

Ana when the appointed time of my 
change comes, gntnt^ O Lord, that I may 
receive it not al& a curse, but a deliverance, 
as a rest from all my labours, without 
trouble and witliout sin. O remember not 
against me my manifold follies; but let 
them all be done away by thy mercy, and 
my blessed Saviour's merits. 

Support me, O good God, in my last 
agonies, and as my strength decays^ let my 
pains wear off : and when my strength fiiil^ 
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let not my faith fail ; even in death enable 
me to trust in thee* 

X)eliver me from all violent disorders of 
a troubled fancy, and defend me against ail 
delusions of my ghostly enemy ; O let him 
not be able to disturb or terrify me, or any 
way prevail against me. And when my, 
death approadies, give thy holy angels 
charge to stand about me, to guard and. 
receive my poor soul at my departure, and 
to conduct and carry it to the blessed 
regi<ms of rest and peace, there to wait for 
thy comiug,' and tnen to partake of the 
glories of thy kingdom, O eternal and holy 
Jesus. 



A devout Prayer that inay he wed at any 

Time. 



I. f\ MY God ! infinite in goodness, and 
^^ boundless in mercy to all who love 
and obey thee ; grant me grace, I beseech 
thee, to love thee with all my heart, • with 
all my soul, and with all my strength, and 
for thy sake to love all men as myself: give 
me a charitable opinion of them all, whether 
friends or enemies ; suffer me not rashly to 
judge or contemn any person, of what state 
or condition soever ; and if it be my own 
lot to be despised and rejected by others, 
t^ach me therewith to be content. 

Grant that I may never study to please 
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men in any thing, whereby I may be in 
danger of displeasing thee; and that it may 
always be my chief and only desire, to pro- 
mote thy honour, and to fulfil in all things 
thy most holy will. 

Give me grace, O heavenly Father, to be 
entirely submissive and contented under all 
the afflictions, disappointments, and suffer- 
ings which it is thy pleasure I should endure, 
and which thy wisdom shall judge proper 
and useful to advance me towards thee. 
And grant that by every tribulation and 
adversity which may befall me, whether 
directly from thy hand, or from men, as 
thy instruments, I may be weaned from the 
world, and more closely united to thee. 

O heavenly Father, I beseech thee, by 
the merits and death of thy Son, to give 
me grace, to have thee always before my 
e}es; and with a holy fear seriously to 
consider the hour of my death, which is so 
uncertain; the shortness of my life, of 
which, alas! I have so unprofitably, for 
trifles, already lost so great a part : the day 
of judgment which is so awful to the good, 
and terrible to the wicked ; and upon the 
infinite and eternal punishments which 
shall then be 'inflicted upon impenitent 
sinners. 

And finally grant, O infinite Bounty! 
that I may never seek or find peace or 
pleasure in any thing without thyself; and 
that thy will may be the rule of my con- 
duct and of all my actions in this world, 
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and thou thyself my eternal bliss and hap- 
piness in that which is to come. 

II. O most gracious Saviour, keep mc 
from presuming on my own sufficiency; 
from relying on my own actions, and on 
my own conduct. Grant that I may not 
trust in any thing, but in thee alone, and 
in thy all-sufficient merits, that all my hope 
and all my confidence may be in them; yet 
so as never to make me neglect any oppor- 
tunity of performing that which thy grace 
hath enabled me to do. ' 

Fill my heart, O blessed Jesus! with a 
lively sense of thv divine love; and deliver 
me from all the mclinations of impure and 
deceitful self-love. Raise my desires, en- 
lighten mine C3^es, and touch my soul, in 
order to give me the true knowledge and 
sense of thy love, of thy mercies, of thy 
wisdom, and of thy power : as also, of my 
own nothingness; ot my darkness and un- 
faithfulness; of my folly and wi<;kedness ; 
of my misery, and of my weakness. 

O dearest Redeemer, grant I may never 
lose the memory of thj^ passion and death, 
but may have always recourse to thy merits 
and suftefings, as to an assured refuge, and 
as a blessed means of reconciliation to my 
offended God ; and that I may look on thy 
wounds as an effectual remedy to cure all 
the defilements and corruptions of my sin- 
ful nature. 

Prince pf.Ix)ve! .fill ipe so with tliy 
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divine love, that for the sake thereof all 
toil and travail, all dangers and difficulties 
may be sweet and easy to me ; and that in 
comparison of thy sacred love, I may look 
upqp all the creatures, all their comforts, 
all their joys, and all their recreations, as 
mean and contemptible : that if at any time 
thy infinite wisdom shall think fit to with- 
draw them from me, I may feel as great 
cheerfulness in submitting to the want of 
them, as I have sometimes found reluctancy 
to be deprived of them. Amen. 



A Prayer In Stormy and Tempestuous IVeOr 
ther; as great Thunder, Lightning, &c. 

/^ GREAT and glorious God, who makest 
^^ the thunder, and causest the vapours 
to ascend from the ends of the earth ; thou 
sendest forth thy commandment upon the 
earth, and thy word runneth very swiftly ; 
thou makest lightnings for the rain, and 
bringest the wind out of thy treasuries. 
Thou givest snow like wool, thou scatterest 
the hoar-frost like ashes, and casteth forth 
thy ice like morsels. Fire and hail, snow 
and vapours, and the stormy wind, fulfil 
thy word. How wonderful art thou in thy 
works, and terrible in thy doings, towards 
the children of men ! 

O deliver us from our just fears and 
uneasy apprehensions, and in mercy cause 
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the threatening* destruction to pass Over us. 
Grant that the present storm may not be a 
messenger of thy judgment, and an execu- 
tioner of thy wrath only, but a means to 
cool,, and rdresh, and cleanse the air, ahd. 
make the earth fruitful. O shut not tihy. 
merciful ear to our prayers, but save, and 
deliver us for thy mercy *s sake, who now' 
apply to thee in this time of our distress. 

We know, O Lord, that thy judgriierita 
are just, and that our sins have deserved- 
much greater punishment than those wc 
now fear ; for we have broken thy cove- 
nant, disobeyed thy commandinents, and 
provoked thee to be angry with us; but 
wc are heartily sorry for our offences, we 
jrepent and turn to thee; do thou, 'O'God,' 
increase our repentance ; O let that fuH,"^ 

Eerfect, and sufficient sacrifice, which tliy 
eloved Son offered up upon the cross, atone 
and make satisfaction for our sins. 

Suffer us not, O Lord, to forget thee ; 
but awaken us -out of all carnal security, 
and from the sleep and desttlb of sin". Left 
not the impresisions of thy power, wlxich 
the noise and shaking of the impending 
storm hath made upoii us, sooti wter Oft, • 
And since the dreadiul commotions it odCa<- 
sions are now so terrible, help us to-comsi*-- 
der how much more astoi^ishing it will bcT 
to see the heavens on fire, and the ele- 
ments melt with fervent neat, and the, 
earthy and the works that aretherein^ be' 

R 



;i86 A Prayer for Rain. Part III. 

burnt up. Do thou so efTectually touch our 
hearts and incline our wills by the power- 
ful operations of thy Spirit, that no ex- 
cuses may prevail with us to defer our pre- 
parations against that time, nor delay to 
provide a place of retreat and security. 

Let sucn thoughts sink deep into our 
minds, that we may valiantly fight i^ij^^r 
the Captain of our salvation/ Christ Jesus, 
and bravely resist and conquer all the 
temptations and allurements of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. 

Let them deter us from every evil work, 
and make us effectually to consider, what 
manner of persons we ought to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness. Gnint 
this, O God, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
€ur only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 



A Pi^aycr for Rain. 

OGOD, who didst promise to give thy 
people rain in due seaspn, if they 
should walk in thy statutes, and keep thy 
commandments, and do them, that the 
land might yield her increase, and the 
trees of tlie field their fruit; and by thy 
Son Jesus Christ hast promised, as an en- 
couragement to all tliem who, in the first 
place seek thy kingdom, ^nd the righteous- 
ness requisite to bring us to the enjoyment 
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thereof, all things necessary to their hbdily 
ftuatenance ; I beseech thee, in this time of 
our distress to send \is such moderate rain 
and showers, that we . may receive the 
fruits of the earth in due season. I confess^ 
O Lord, our unworthiness of this niercy, 
and that thou mightest justly make the 
heavens over us as brass, and the tain of our 
land dust: but I humbly pray thee to par« 
don our sins^ and in the niidst of judgment 
to remember mercy ; and to cause the rain 
to come. down in due season, that the grass 
may grow for the cattle, and herbs and 
fruit for the service of men ; and that the 
poor may eat and be satis&d, arid piaise 
the Lord for his bounty and loving-kind** 
ness. And whatever blessings thou shalt 
bestow upon us, give us grace to use them 
to thy honour and our own comfort. Keep 
ms from murmuring and repining at thy 
dealing with us ; and let all thy dispensa- 
tions be received with resignation and 
thankfulness, and bring us in the end to 
thy heavenly kingdom, through Jesus,Christ, 
our Mediator and Redeeiper. Amen. 



A Prmfcr for fair JFeatker. 

■ ■ 

I ACKNOWLEDGE, O Lord, the jus* 
tice of thy providence, in the immo- 
derate rain thou hast been pleased to send 
upon the earth. We liave been unmindful 
of thee, who hast so bountifully provided 

r2 
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for us. We have abused thy blessing, so 
that thou may St justly turn our plenty into 
scarceness. But I humbly beseech thee to 
put a stop to those rains which have fallen 
m such abundance, and to send us such 
weather that we may receive the fruits of 

the earth in due season. Preserve our 

cattle from from being destroyed by otces-^ 
sive floods. Grant that the ground may 
yield its increase, to the joy and comfort 
of thy humble serVants. Keep us from 
abusing thy blessings by riot and intem- 
perance, and gi'ant that we may use them 
with sobriety and thankfulness, being boun-** 
tiful and charitable to those that are in 
want. Awaken in us, O God, a diligent 
Concern, not only for the meat which pe- 
rishcth, but for thy grace, which may nou- 
rish our souls to eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Anmi. 



A Prayer for a Prismerfor Debt^ 

ALMIGHTY God, just and holy in all 
the dispensations of thy providence 
to the children of men ; the difficulties and 
sorrows I labour under in this close confine- 
ment are perfectly known to thee, who dost 
succour the miserable, and help the friend- 
less. O Lord, I most sorrowfully confess, 
that I have deserved to suffer much greater 
punishments, and to feel the severities of 
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thy wratb and displeasure, for 1 have abused 
my liberty, and neglected my duty. I have 
gone contrary to thy holy will, and refused 
to obey thy wise and righteous laws. I do 
therefore most humbly desire to submit to 
thy all-wise disposal, and patiently to wait 
for that time which tbou shalt think best 
for my enlargement. Let me receive this 
melancholy restraint as a just punishment 
for my sins, and grant that others may be 
warned by my example. 

Let me, in these disconsolate circum- 
stances, have the comfort and direction of 
thy Holy Spirit. Assist me, O God, in 
calling my w^y^ to i^emembrance; in ex- 
am in ii)g into the state of my soul; in re-» 
penting and humbling myself befoj'e thee^ 
and in reconciling myself to thee,, my of- 
fended Go(L 

Let me highly prize the holy Scriptures^ 
and follow the divine instructions to be 
learned from thence. Grant that the pror 
misps and thrcateniugs therein contained, 
may |X)\V'erfuUy wotk in my soul a linn and 
vigorous resolution of obeying thee. 

Wean my mind from all ciu-nal and vain 
delight^ ; and be tlwu pleased to suit my 
desires to the straitncss and. difficulty of 
my circumstances, and give me a perfect 
resignation to thy holy will. 

Thou, O God, loveist righteousness and 
hatest iuicjuity ; and thy holy word makes 
it a part of the character of the wicked to 

R 3 
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borrow and not to pay again ; let it be there- 
fore my study ana care to content and sa- 
tisfy my creditors to the utmost of my 
power. O keep nie from all thoughts of 
using a prison to cancel my debts, and 
thereby defraud my creditors of their just 
due ; tor I know that by so doing, I shall 
entail a curse on myself and family; for 
how can I hope for a blessing from thee, 
when I make use of sinful methods to pro* 
vide for myself and them ? 

Touch the hearts of my creditors with a 
lense of my misery and trouble, and dispose 
them to accept of such satisfaction as I am 
able to make, that I may be discharged out 
of this miserable confinement, if it be thy 
good pleasure. 

And after my discharge, let thy good 
providence direct me to such honest ways 
of getting, and so bless me in my lawful 
endeavours and undertakings, that I may 
be in a condition to pay them what shall be 
behind, and fully satisfy their just demands ; 
knowing, that notwithstanding my dis- 
charge, and though I am out of the reach 
of human laws in this respect, yet my duty 
and obligation in equity, are still the same. 
But if thou shalt think fit to deny me this 
request, do thou, O God, make up their 
loss in such way and manner as thou pleasest. 
Hear me, O God, for the sake of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Ad- 
vocate, Ameru 
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* Some of the considerations proposed to 

* prisoners for crimes, may be of use to pri- 

* soners for debt, and, indeed to all Christ 

* tians, in order to their making their peace 
' with God. Prisoners for debt may like- 

* wise be assisted in the examination of their 

* conscience, by the Office for Self-Examin- 

* ation, in the Second Part of this book. 

* I judge it needless to observe, that 

* though the foregoing prayer be peculiarly 

* adapted to the case of prisoners for debt, 

* yet it is nothitended that they should use 

* that only ; no, the rest of the prayers in 

* this book, or such other as they find more 

* agreeable to the temper of their minds, 

* or expressive of their wants, are recom- 
^ mended to their use, for which they Trill 

* not want leisure and opportunity/ 

Some Considerations proper for Prisona^sfor 
CrimeSj in order to their making toerr 
Peace with Godj as well before as after 
their Condemnation. 

^ V>/ beg of him, for Christ's sake, that 

* he \vill be pleased in mercy to enlighten 

* your mind, and soften your heart, and 

* give you a deep sense of your miserable 

* condition, till you find yourself more con- 

* cerned for the salvation of your precious 

* and immortal soul, than for your temporal 
' life^ 

r4 
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* Consider that our first parents having 
' fallen from Ciod, and corrupted them- 
\ selves, all who descend from them niu^t 

* be corrupt, it being impossible to bring a 
' clean thing out of an unclean. 

* Consider that our great business and 

* concern in this world, which \vc are to 

* look upon as a state of trial, is to re- 
' cover out of tliis corrupt state, and to 
•attain that resemblance to God after 

* which man was created, and w-ithout 

* which it is impossible to obt;jiin happi- 

* ncss in the kingdom of heaven. What 

* an important concern then have you to 
'^niind, who have been so far from doing 

* any liiing in it, than you have made it 

* more dillicult, by doing quite the con- 

* tnirV! 

' (.\)nsi(ler that it is absolutely necessary 

* to hnngour wills to a full and entire re- 

* signatiou and conformity to the will and 

* laws of our Creator. 

" \W\\i\ over seriously the Office of Pub- 

* lie l\ii>tiv;ni, which will instruct you on 

* \\ li.U firms and conditions you were ad- 

* mirtcd iuli^ Christ's church, and to. the 

* lu>|)us vX mercy and eternal life, and 

* consider Iu)W vou have performed those 
' coiujitions, luad likewise the exhor- 

* tat ion in the Oifice of Communion, or 

* iK'nv>uming of (iod's anger and judg- 
< nunls against sinners, in the Book of 

* lonnnon Prayer. 
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* Shun idleness and all unprofitable visits. 
Look diligently into the state of your soid.- 
Humble yourself before God. Avoid loose- 
and profane company, aud be sure never to 
exceed the sober and temperate u^e of wme 
and stipng liquors. 

^ Consider the kindness and love of God 
in, giving his Son, pur Saviour Jesus C)irist, 
to die for our Sinsf,. and in offering pardon? 
and salvatjpn to all truq , penitent smniers,^ 
that is^ to all who forsake ^^v: sins, .;^d 
turn to God, and do . works .meet for re-» 
pentance/ aiji»dj l;ip\v deser\;^dLy they- will 
be condqmne4«. wl^9 . refuse ,tlus ^raqioua 
offer. 41 '^ • ' - t *^ ' 

^ Consider that: one, inecessary part of tri^o 
repentance consists in undoing, as much' 
as in you lies, the evil and mischief you' 
have done. Therefore admonish all those, 
as far as you can, with whom you have 
been concerned, to farsake their evil 
courses. » 

* Make a full and ample discovery of all 
Ayicked confederacies for robbery, or other 
mischief, that you know of, in order to 
the breaking of them, and bringing ob- 
stinate and irreclaimable sinners to punish- 
ment, and preventing the ^oiling and 
robbery of the innocent. — Do not call 
this dishonourable ; neither ought you to 
account it a betraying your companions, 
or a breach of trust, or of your faith. For 
all such confederacies being evil in their 
own nature, their secrets cannot lawfully 

b5 
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*bc kept. To conceal them, therefore, is 
^ both dishonest and dishonourable ; and, 

* to discover them an act of justice to human 

* society, and of charity to the innocent, 

* who by such discover}-, ma}^ be preserved 

* from being injured by the wicked engaged 
' in these confederacies, which may hereby 

* be broken. Nay, it may be the greatest 

* charity that can be shown to the guilty 

* themselves, who may be led to repen^ 
'ancfi and prevailiejd with to follow an 
^ honest course of fifr. 

• Another necessary part of true repent- 
' ance, is restitution and satisfisiction, as f^i 

* as your are able, to the persons you have 

* robbed ; pray heartily to God, to make up 

* what is wanting, by nis grace and blessing 

* to them. 

* More particular directions to persons 

* under these unhappy circumstances they 

* may receive from those who are so chari- 
^ table as to visit them, and from good 

* books which may be put into their hands; 

* particularly Mr. Kettle well's Office for 
' riisoners, also the* directions for examina- 

* tions, the prayers, &c. in the Second Part 

* of this book may be #f use to them in 

* private/ Here follows 
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A Prayer that may be tised with condemned 
Prisoners by those xvho vmt them. 

OMOS r holy and righteous God, wc 
adore the wisdom and justice of thy 
providence, in bringing these persons, now 
under sentence of death, to suffer such 
punishments as their sins have deserved. 
Blessed be thv name, tliat thou didst not 
cut them off m the midst of their sins, 
but hast afforded them time to consider 
their condition, and to repent and humble 
themselves before thee. 

If thou, Lord, shouldst mark our trans- 
gressions, and deal with us as in justice 
thou mightest, who could stand before 
thee? but there is mercy with thee, that 
thou mayst be feared. 

Their sins have found them out, and 
brought them to shame and misery. They 
are more than they can number, and greater 
than they can express. Dispose their hearts 
to a fall and free confession of their trans^ 
gressions, and to make such satisfaction to 
their country, and the persons they have 
hyured, as they are able^ 

All our hope is in thy mercy, and in the 
gracious promises thou ha&t made to man* 
kind in thy Son Jesus Christ, who was 
pleased to suffer death upon the cross, to 
make satisfaction for all true penitent and 
returning sinners. Thou hast assured u^ 

r6I 
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tliat tlic unrighteous shall not enter into the 
Idngdom q)' heaven ; and that, except ne re- 
fent zee shall all perish ; but thou Iiast pro- 
mised too, that if the wicked forsake his 
Avay, Tf he grieve and mourn for his sins, if 
he hate and forsake them, thou wilt have 
mercy upon him. Oh! fill their souls with 
horror and confusion for their transgres- 
sions. Open their eyes that they may see 
their guilt, and be sensible of their danger. 
And grant, that being turned from their sins, 
their souls may be washed and cleansed in 
that fountain which thou hast opened for 
sin and uncleanness. 

O touch their hearts with a lively sen^c 
of thy love and of thy goodness ; and dis- 
pose their minds, by the powerful assist- 
ances of thv QTace, to close with the offer 
of salvation upon those just and reasonable 
conditions it is made to them. 

Give them a lively and effectual faith 
in thy Son Jesus Christ. And though the 
remembrance of their sins may fill their 
souls with dread and horror, yet do thou, 

Lord, convince them, that their sins are^ 
not greater than thy mercy can pardon, nor 
greater than the blood of thy Son can make 
satisfaction for, if they repent and turn unto 
thee. 

Wo is me! vile and wretched sinner 
that I am, (may each of them say) in that 

1 have so foolishly and wickedly departed 
from thee ; having broken thy covenant,; 
the covenant of my baptism; having re* 
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naunccd the happiness and pleasure of 
serving thee, to serve my greatest enemy, 
who. seeks my destruction. But I repent 
O my God, do thou increase my repent- 
ance. 

O possess their souls with such a deep 
sense ot* their guilt, that they may mourn 
fpr their sins ! give them an interest in 
the merits and suftcrinos of Jesus, 7i\u\ such 
broken and contrite hearts as thou wilt not 
despise. 

Grant, that the miserable circumstances 
into which they have plunged themselves 
by their sins, may be an effectual warn- 
ing to deter others from following wicked^ 
courses ; and that the hardships they endure, 
may, through the riches of thy grace, be 
an occasion of converting their souls, and 
a means of. completing their repentance, 
and settin«: forward their salvation. To 
this end, wc pray thee, O merciful and 
gracious God, that their sorrow may be 
that godly, sorrow which uorketh repentatice 
to salvation, not to be repented of; that they 
may sorrow, not only for the shame and 
punishment they have brought upon then^- 
pelves in this world, but. K)r their. having 
offended thee, and resisted and grieved 
thy holy Spirit; and for that they have 
forsaken thee and gone contraiy to thy 
holy laws,* which arc. necessary to their 
happiness. 

O God, prepare them for, and support 
t}iem underr ^^e deserved punishment they 
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are shortly to suffer. May they have all 
their punishment in this fife, and deliver 
them from shame and everlasting con- 
tempt. Be thou graciously pleased to glo- 
rify thy mercy in their salvation, and not 
thy justice in their everlasting destruction 
and condemnation. O give Uiem hope in 
their death, and a portion in thy heavenly 
kingdom. 

O Lord, hear! O Lord, help! O Lord, 
have mercy ! for the sake of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, who came into the world to save 
sinners ; in the fullest sense of whose words 
we pray to be heard for ourselves and for 
all mankind. 

Our Father^ S^e. 



Another Prayer that may he used with can- 

demned Prisoners. 

ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God, the 
Creator of heaven and earth, and of 
all things visible and invisible; thou art 
the sovereign Ruler and Judge of the world, 
whose wise and righteous laws all mankind 
are bound to obey, and at whose dreadful 
tribunal all must be accountable: — ^Thou 
art a being of infinite purity and holiness, 
with whom no iniquity can dwell, nor wilt 
thou behold sin with the least allowance or 
approbation in any of thy creatures I So 
that, O Lord, we have just cause to blush 
and be ashamed at the remembrance of 
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our foUy, and to be afraid of thy terrible 
indignation for our gi-eat and manifold 
offences. 

Blessed be thy name, that poor sinners 
are not for ever banished from thee, but 
have leave to return to the Lord their God- 
by true repentance and humble prayer. 

We admire and adore the riches of thy 
grace, that thou hast sent thy dear Son 
into the world to be a Mediator between 
^hyself and us, who, out of his great love 
and compassion to mankind, has laid down 
his life, and shed his most precious blood, 
to make atonement for our sins, and to 
obtain pardon and forgiveness for all such, 
as by true faith and sincere repentance, re- 
turn to God and their duty. 

From the Holy Scriptures we learn, that 
thou art a God delighting in mercy, and 
through the merits and mediation of thy 
dear Son our Saviour, art pleased to hear 
and accept the prayers which are put up 
at the throne of thy grace; in his most 
prevailing name, we therefore pray for all 
mankind, that thy way may be known 
upon earth, and thy saving health unto all 
nations. W« pray thee to have mercy on 
the ignorant, and grant them the means 
and opportunity of knowing their duty : 
jfcow mercy to the wicked, convince them 
of their sin and danger, and grant them 
repentance unto life. 

Have mercy, we beseech thee, O good 
and gracioiKf God, upon all that are in 
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affliction and trouble, and sanctify the mi- 
series of the body to tlic good of the soul. 

O God, vvlio desircst not the death of a 
sinner, but rather that lie should be con- 
verted and live, show pity to all who nei- 
ther pity nor pray for themselves. Grant 
that they may seriously consider their 
miserable condition, before all opportunities 
of being reconciled to thee be removed far 
from them. 

. With the eyes of thy tender compassion 
look down on all those who are deprived 
of liberty, and suffer the calamities and- 
hardships of imprisonment: pity . thein 
distress, raise them up friends, and send 
them relief; and grant that their adversity, 
may lead them into a serious consideration, 
of their ways, and prove a happy means of 
their salvation. 

Especially we intreat thee, O Lord, to 
regard in the multitude of thy mercies, 
these ptor creatures, whose sins have 
brought them to shame, and their trans- 
gression of thine and their country's laws 
has produced the sentence of death to be 
passed upon them. Righteous art thou 
in all thy ways, and just are all thy judg- 
ments : who hast appointed that shame 
and punishment shall be the fruit of 
wickedness, and ordained death to be thq 

wages of sin: -Yet, O Lord, in the 

midst of judgment remember mercy, and 
though their bodies perish, let their sonls 
be saved Let them not endure, we be- 
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seech thee, the flames of hell, and everlast- 
ing torments of the damned in the other 
world, though they may suffer the stroke 
of justice in this. 

To which end be tliou pleased, O Fpun- 
tain of all grace, and Author of all good, 
powerfully to affect their consciences with 
a cleep sense of their guilt, and awful ap- 
prehensions of the vengeance they have 
deserved. Help them to consider, in this 
time of their adversity, all the evil of thefr 
ways, to reflect upon, and call to mind all 
their past offences. 

; G.rant them . true contrition and humi- 
liation, and endue them with that godly 
sorrow whicti worketh repentance unto 
life never to be repeated of.. Help them 
to renpeipber thy exceeding patience and 
long-suffering, that they arc hitherto spare J> 
to the .inten,t they might have space and 
encouragement to repent, ,of their sins> 
and amend their lives : whereas, hadst 
thou been strict to mark their iniquities, 
and severe to' punish, they might have been 
struck dead in the act of sin, and plunged 
in a moment into those dreadful torments 
which were prepared for the devil ami his 
UifgelSy and are appointed for ungodly men 
in the invisible world. Cause them to 
admire this divine ^-oodness, and to mourn 
that they have so heinously abused it. 

May they think not only of those par- 
ticular crimes which brought them to this 
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place, and this sad condition; but of all 
those steps which led them on to, and 
prepared there for this ruin. And let 
their spirits be humbled for that they have 
dishonoured the Lord their God, and abused 
themselves by swearing, and cursing, drun- 
kenness, and sabbath-breaking, and by the 
general course of a sensual and wicked 
life ; that they have turned their backs upon 
thy worship and service, giving themselves 
np to ungodliness and worldly lusts. 

For all these things may they mourn 
and grieve with unfeigned sorrow and 
penitential tears, if peradventure the Lord 
will yet have mercy upon them : and 
grant, O gracious God, that their grief 
may not be so much for the misery they 
endure at present, and the shameful death 
they are shortly to suffer, as for the great- 
ness of their guilt, and the dangerous statfe 
of their precious souls ; may they be in- 
finitely more concerned about the soul 
that never dies, than about the frail cor- 
ruptible body. 

Help them sincerely, and from the 
heart, to forgive their prosecutors and 
such as bore witness against them, to be 
in perfect charity with all men, and not 
repine at the instruments, but own the 
justice of Heaven. 

Enable them, with due patience and 
submission, to endure what they have 
brought upon themselves, not complain- 
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ing and murmuring, but readily acknow- 
ledging, that while they are out of hell, 
their punishment is lesis than they have 
deserved. 

May they not harden their hearts, or 
endeavour either to conceal or lessen any 
part of their crimes, but readily and fully 
confess the whole truth. And if they all 
or either of them, have been privy to any 
other wickedness, which has hitherto been 
concealed, may they now evidence the sin- 
cerity of their repentance, by discovering 
any such wickedness, and detecting their 
companions therein. Thus we pray that 
their repentance may be true and genuine, 
Hnd such as shall be accepted to eternal 
salvation. 

And since, blessed be thy name, O God, 
thou art infinitely gracious and merciful, 
ready to receive the returning prodigal, 
and to pardon the sinner which truly re- 
pents of and forsakes his sins : we beseech 
thee, through the precious blood, and 
complete satisfaction of our Lord Jesus, to 
have mercy upon, pardon, and save these 
ppor creatures. Great as their sins are, 
yet thy mercies, through the merits of 
Christ, are greater. In this, blessed Lord 
and Saviour, help them to believe, who 
though he was himself holy, harmless, and 
undetiled, and separate from sinners, yet 
bled and died for us, and bore our sins in 
his own body on the tree^ that whosoever be- 
iieveth on him might not parish, but have ever- 
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lasting life. Thus we beseech thee, 
heavenly Father, the blessed Fountain of 
mercy, to endue them with the necessaiy 
(jualifications for, and then to grant them 
the full and free pardon of all their sins. 

Help them also to consider the shortness 
of their time, and to lay to heart their 
near approach to an eternal state and the 
invisible world : and grant that they may 
be exceedingly serious the little time they 
Jiave ; and preparing with the utmost dili- 
gence for their great change. 

Help them to be in continual meditation 
on the evil of sin, and excellency of ho- 
liness ; the purity of God, and their own 
vileness ; the joys of heaven, and miseries 
of hell ; that so in this inch of time there 
may be no room left for one vain or wicked 
thought to enter. 

Awaken them to the duty of fervent and 
earnest prayer, that so they who have hi- 
therto lived without God in the world, and 
been strangers at the throne of grace, may 
now with strong cries and incessant impor- 
tunitv solicit mercy, and draw down ffrace 
and forgiveness to the relief of their souls. 

Grant their repentance and faith to be 
such, as, through the merits of our dear 
.Lord and Iledeeiuer, shall be accepted to 
their eternal salvation. Work in them, 
we beseech thee, such an abhorrence of 
sin, such an approbation and love of ho- 
liness, and such strong resolutions of obe- 
di^'uce, were they again to be put to tli^ 
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tibial, as thou in tliy great wisdom and 
mercy shall see fit to approve ; that so their 
cormpt nature being thoroughly changed; 
and they become new creatures, they may 
be capable of thy favour, and the blessings 
©f eternal life. 

Grant that they may meekly resign to 
thy will; and not rebel -against this awfiit 
dispensation of Providence, but quietly 
yield up themselves to death, and be wil- 
ling to suffer what is appointed here, being 
Careful and concerned about nothing else 
but to be delivered from eternal condem- 
nation, a;nd to escape the flames of hell. 

Have mercy upon and comfort their 
unhappy relations. And makethe executi- 
on of justice on these poor ^creatureis a 
terror to others, that so none may venture 
on the broad way which leadeth to tnisery 
and destruction. 

Thus, G Lord, we humbly bese^li 
theo that their confinement and sentence 
to this untimely and ignominious deaths- 
may be a benefit to themselves, by pre-* 
venting their progress in. sin, and. ackni-* 
nistering motives to their effectual repent- 
ance ; that so the death of the body may 
be. the 4 life : of the soul,! and their sufferings 
in this world the means of their happiness- 
in the other. Arid may it -he a benefit .to* 
the world also by terrifying other sinners 
out of the service of the devil, and put- 
ting them on immediate and > effectual* 
amendments. * . <. : j 
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To thy boundless compassion^ O rich 
Fountain of grace and goodness, we com- 
mit them; have mercy upon them, have 
mercy upon them! Let them suffer all 
in this world, and accept of their death 
as a just punishment for their sin's; and 
through the precious blood, and prevailing 
merits of the blessed Jesus, who died fbr 
the chief of sinners, let them be delivered 
from sufferings in the other world. 

In his name, the refuge of the guilty, 
and comfort of the distressed, we cry for 
mercy, mercy! To whom with thee, 
Father and the holy Spirit of grace and 
sanctification, be ascribed, as is most due, 
all glory, honour, adoratiou, aQd praise; 
both now and for ever. Amen. 

Our^ather, S^c. 



* Several prayers in the Liturgy of the 

* church may be properly used with con- 
'demned prisoners; sometimes with very 

* little, but often ^vithout any altesation^ 
^ For instance, in the Collect for Christmas 

* Day, these words, * as at this time' may 

* beomitted. 

'^ After some suitable discourse with the 

* prisoners, smnetimes the foregoing prayer, 

* and sometimes some such collection as is 

* here recommended, may be used. 

* The Confession in the Daily Service, 

* or that in the Commimion Office. 

• Then may follow the Collect for the 
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* 24th Sunday after Trinity, and the two 

* first Collects in the Communion Office. 

' Then the Prayers immediately after the 

* Creed, among which is the Lord's Prayer. 

* Then the Collect for the week, the 2d 

* and 3d Collects in the Morning or Even- 
^ ing-Service, the Prayer for all conditions 
' of men, and the general Thanksgiving. 

* Or before the two last may be used the 
^ Collects for the 1st and 4th Sundays in 

* Advent, the Collects for Ash- Wednesday, 

* for the Circumcision of Christ, for Christ* 

* mas Day, for the 6th, 7th, and 14th Sun- 

* flays after Trinity,' &c^ 
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